
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m 18 and live with my
boyfriend, “Austin,” at his parents’ house
because, frankly, my mom is too much for me
to handle.

I graduated from high
school with no plan for any-
thing afterward.

I was going to follow Austin
to the school of his choice,
but then he changed his mind
about college.

I’m happy to stay here in
Colorado, but I now feel like
I don’t have much going for
myself.

Austin already has a job
because of a connection his
dad had at work. I have applied
for more than 10 jobs and haven’t heard
back.

I was thinking of doing online classes in a
year, but I have no clue what I want to study.
How will I know what I want to do for the rest
of my life? — Going Nowhere

Dear Going Nowhere: I don’t know what
kind of jobs you have been applying for, but

because you haven’t heard back from 10 of
them, you either may not be qualified or don’t
create a good enough impression.

If you haven’t already asked Austin and his
parents what they think you might be doing
wrong, you should, so they can offer some
helpful suggestions.

You should also make it your business
to contact the nearest university extension
department and inquire about aptitude tests
and career counseling.

Generally, the classes in which you have
excelled are the areas you should explore
because working in them would be something
you might enjoy.

P.S. I don’t know why you are on the
outs with your mother, but if it has any-
thing to do with the fact that you planned to
follow your boyfriend to college and not
complete your education, I’m advising you
to patch up the relationship and reconsid-
er, because that plan is, indeed, leading you
nowhere.

Dear Abby: My question is about Internet
dating. How far along into a committed rela-
tionship should the profiles come down from

the dating sites?
Mine came down within weeks. It’s been a

year and my boyfriend’s are still up. He’s not
active on them, but the emails still come to
his inbox.

He claims he’s too lazy to unsubscribe and
it’s just a habit to look at who the site is send-
ing to him.

We use the same computer when we’re
together, and he has left his email open more
than once.

I clicked into a few of them and that’s how
I found out that he doesn’t seem to be active.
But still? — Nervous in Michigan

Dear Nervous: Your boyfriend may main-
tain his dating sites and check them occasion-
ally because it’s an ego boost — he wants to
see how many women find him attractive.
That he doesn’t appear to be responding to
them is encouraging.

However, the appropriate time to unsub-
scribe would be when a couple decides to be
exclusive.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The marketing
experts impose a deadline on their offers to get
people to “act now” for fear of missing out. You
might try the same tactic with someone, as your
open-ended stance isn’t producing results.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ve been lost
before, and that’s why you feel so grateful for
your current state of mind. You
know what you need to do, and
you’ll get there through hard work
and discipline.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’re not one to be pushed into
a belief. If you can’t pick and
choose your beliefs, what can you
do? You’re not about to submit to
doing what you’re told without
reasons that make good sense to
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It will happen
just like it does in the theater. The curtains will
close on the last scene, and then there will be a
lull. Relax. Let the universe change the set. When
the curtains reopen, there will be a new scene to
work out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There’s a part of your
past you now consider to be more interesting
than you previously thought. Understanding it
better will open up an even more interesting part
of your future.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As for the things
that don’t feel right to you, that’s because they

are not right. Don’t let anyone persuade you to
return to a place that gives you an uneasy feel-
ing.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You relate to peo-
ple on their plane, but you don’t assume to know
that plane until you’ve tested the waters. In giv-
ing so generously of your attention you’ll attract
fans of all ages.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The day always
comes when the student becomes the teacher.
Find a worthy teacher — one you can study with
for a good while before the turnaround occurs.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Take luck
out of the equation, and don’t let it factor into
your activities at all. Assume that this is all in
your hands. This is the mindset that will help
you push on.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Even though
you embrace the “what you see is what you
get” mentality, everyone — even you — has a
private world. When you learn of someone else’s
private world today, you’ll think more about your
own.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Something to
remember: You as a relaxed person are far more
versatile than you as an uptight person. Your
mantra: All is happening in perfect time.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When someone
looks up to you because of all you’ve done right,
just remember that it’s your mistakes, not your
victories, that allow you to meaningfully connect
with this person.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Teenager has trouble finding direction
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