
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My husband enjoys sitting
around (among other activities) naked. We
live in a subdivision with 700 homes. I have
asked him repeatedly to stop, join a nud-
ist group or go home to his
mother — whatever! He says
he’s sorry, blah blah blah. But
it doesn’t stop happening.

I’m afraid he’ll get caught
without a stitch on one day
and all hell will break loose.
Am I crazy to expect him to
stay clothed in semi-public?
— Teresa in the South

Dear Teresa: I’m sorry you
didn’t define “semi-public.”
It’s one thing for a person to
“let it all hang out” in the privacy of his
(or her) home or fenced backyard. It’s quite
another for that individual to fully expose
himself in public view. If this is what has
been happening, it appears you have married
an exhibitionist who could be arrested for
indecent exposure if a neighbor chooses to
complain. If this is what’s happening, you’re
not crazy; you are a concerned wife.

Dear Abby: My daughter’s elementary
school has many fundraisers each year where
the children are asked to sell things like take-
out pizza coupons and cheap wrapping paper
to raise money for schoolwide events. I’m
happy to support the school, but do not want
her to participate in the selling.

She’s too little to go door-to-door or make
phone calls on her own, so I end up doing it for
her. I am very uncomfortable when individu-
als ask me to buy things.

I don’t want to put that kind of pressure
on other people. Also, some of the items for
sale are unhealthy or not things we’d use, so it
seems wrong to ask others to buy them.

Instead of selling, where they only get a
small portion of the funds, I’d rather donate
directly to the school. However, I’m not sure
how to do that without making our family
stand out in this very small community.

When a new fundraiser is announced,
should I ask the teacher or PTA member how
much our share is and then write a check?
I’m afraid I’d be inviting gossip about being
too stuck up or wealthy to participate (we are
neither).

And how do I explain to my 7-year-old why I

don’t think she should be selling things, with-
out seeming critical of her friends who are?
— Just Want to Donate in Iowa

Dear Just: This is a concern you should
discuss with the person who is in charge of
the fundraiser. If you prefer to donate the
money you would be expected to raise, rather
than have your child solicit door-to-door, your
wishes should be respected because the result
will be the same for her school. Frankly, I
think you have a point.

Dear Abby: My mother and I disagree
about what to do if a child is invited to a
birthday party but is unable to attend. Mom
says you should still buy a present for the
honoree. I think that’s a nice thing to do, but
not necessary. What do you think? — Unsure
in California

Dear Unsure: I agree with you. Buying
a gift for the birthday child would be a very
thoughtful gesture, but it is not required.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). There’s a time
to extend your arms and a time to retract them,
hugging your own soul. This is your pulling-back
time. Go where you feel surrounded by comfort
and safety.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). As per usual,
the healthiest thing is not the easiest thing.
However, doing the healthy thing
enough times makes it an auto-
matic choice — just part of who
you are. The hardest part is the
first 20 times.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There are people in your life who
are best loved from a distance.
When they are in your daily
life, you’ll find yourself constant-
ly enforcing boundaries. It’s not
fun.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There’s a lot
you could accomplish with a little more self-
control. Willpower takes more energy than you
think. The way to get more of it is to figure
out what’s draining your energy and plug that
drain.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Time seems to be
getting away from you. Get organized. Clean up.
Make lists. Declutter your life, and suddenly your
relationship with time will seem more amicable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re used to
a certain amount of social risk, but things are
about to get more intense. Whether this is about

being more vulnerable to one person or to many,
you’ve got the courage for it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Intuition is vying
for your attention in the form of a voice in your
head — or not a voice exactly, but more like the
idea that comes before you speak. Nothing bad
will happen if you don’t act on this immediately,
but do take note.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You elevate sim-
ple matters to the level of an art form. Others
who don’t take it quite so far will be impressed
and inspired once they get past being jealous.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The for-
merly blurred lines between friendship, family,
love, business and other social matters are now
coming into sharp focus. Everyone knows what
the bottom line is and where the power lies.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The exertion
you think will make you tired actually makes
you stronger, calmer and happier. So get into the
mess that’s going to have you sweating. If you’re
angry with someone, bonus: You’ll work harder.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your instinct
lines up with another person’s logic — brilliant.
This might not work in the other direction, but
you can worry about that later. For now, take this
win and go forward with shared plans.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). In the early
stages of a relationship, everything seems sig-
nificant. Precedence is set. You know every-
thing that happens means something, even when
you’re not sure what exactly.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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