
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I just turned 20 and I desper-
ately want a baby. I know it’s not possible
right now because I am still in school and will
be for several years. I also want to be married
before having children, and
my boyfriend agrees. We take
precautions and don’t plan on
having kids for a long time.

None of my friends or rela-
tives have young children that
I can spend time baby-sitting. I
was wondering if you knew of
any volunteer opportunities
that will allow me to satisfy
my “mothering” instinct until
I can be a mother. — Future
Mommy in Michigan

Dear Future Mommy: One that might
interest you is becoming a “cuddler.” Cuddlers
are volunteers who visit hospital neonatal
units. They work with infants whose parents
can’t be there to touch them, and whose nurs-
es have other important duties to perform.

Contact the hospitals in your area to see if
they have this program available. I’m sure if
there is one, you would find it satisfying.

Dear Abby: My 13-year-old sister has epi-
lepsy and it’s driving me mad! She has three
seizures a month, and I’m usually the one who
detects them beforehand.

Ever since she was diagnosed, my family
has been giving her everything she wants. She
gets D’s and F’s on her report card and they
don’t say a word. If I get a mere B, I get yelled
at and punished.

I’m 17 and I realize I may seem petty, but I
know my parents are spoiling her to the point
where it’ll come back to haunt them. The
other day my sister wanted a new smartphone.
When Mom said no, my sister purposely trig-
gered a seizure.

My parents won’t admit they’re wrong, and
we can’t afford counseling with all my sister’s
bills. Please help me. — Mad in Miami

Dear Mad: You have my sympathy. I don’t
think you are being petty. Being the sibling of
a sick child can be difficult, and your situation
is no exception. Parents often devote so much
attention to the child who is unwell that the
healthy one is starved for attention. The result
is resentment that can last a lifetime.

Because what’s happening is causing you

stress, talk about it with a counselor at school.
There may be counseling available for you at
no cost to your parents.

Dear Abby: I have been friends with “Irene”
for a long time. We invite her and her husband
to our home for dinner parties, etc.

Recently, with every invitation, she has
been asking to bring along her dog, “Pookie.”
She lives nearby and could easily leave it at
home. We would prefer the dog not visit for
a number of reasons: We have a cat; Pookie
is nervous around people and has bitten; and
he isn’t well housebroken. He pees on every-
thing.

How do I politely refuse her request? We
enjoy Irene and her husband, but Pookie, not
so much. — No Pooch, Please, in Pennsylvania

Dear No Pooch: Here’s how. When Irene
asks again about bringing her dog, simply say,
“We’d prefer you didn’t.” And if she has the
nerve to ask why, tell her the reasons you gave
me — all of which are valid.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The usual way:
When all is said and done, more gets said than
done. Your way: Silently and with razor-sharp
intention, do it. Then walk away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). If you don’t get
it on the first try (or the second, third or 70th try),
chalk it up to building your character. It’s one of
the few things you can build that
will endure.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Maybe you like someone more
than you care to admit or more
than is appropriate for your cur-
rent position. Have no fear. That
person who makes you nervous
will also bring out your best.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You think of love as being sweet,
kind and undemanding. True, but
love can also be tough or even harsh. Sometimes
love demands that we step up.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your style is to go in
with a formal tone and keep that up until you’re
sure that respect has been paid. Then you’ll ever
so subtly test the boundaries of casualness.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re right. You
know it. The question is how far you should push
the things you’re right about. Too far, and you’ll
alienate the others. Not far enough, and your
conscience will nag you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). People tend to
picture freedom in extremes of wealth or home-

lessness, but there are ways of being freer in
your life that don’t involve being rich or without
responsibility.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re so intui-
tive and aware that you will read more meaning
into a situation than those directly involved
might care to. Your insights are accurate, though
best kept to yourself for now.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Top pho-
tographers insist that it’s the eyes behind the
camera and not the camera itself that make for
a great image. This metaphor will be reflected in
the brilliant results you get today with minimal
equipment.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Accept that
there will be some glitches, and go through
them calmly with your head held high. Don’t
waste your breath apologizing for minor offens-
es. No one expects you to be infallible, and you
shouldn’t, either!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). As you
concentrate on building your team and
increasing your number of fans, it will feel
like you’re giving, always giving. Are you giving
too much? At this point, you can’t give too
much.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Buckle up
because you’re about to hear (ad nauseam) about
the astounding accomplishments of others. Are
you surprised that this does not ignite your spirit
of competition? The reason is that you’re in a
league of your own.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Volunteering may help wannabe mom
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