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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am a 13-year-old girl. For the
past few years I have been depressed to the
point where I have considered cutting myself.
I also struggle with anxiety and avoid social
situations in order not to expe-
rience it.

Mom only knows about my
anxiety, but I have been sugar-
coating it when I talk to her
because I don’t want her to
worry.

Abby, we don’t have insur-
ance and are already very
poor, so I don’t want to burden
my family with my problems,
which I know would cost a lot
of money to treat. What do
you suggest I do? — Needs Help
in Missouri

Dear Needs Help: Because you are afraid
to worry your mother, discuss what’s going on
with a counselor at your school. Please don’t
wait to do it. That person may have the ability
to see you get the professional help you need.
It may not be too much for your mother to
afford and may even be free.

Dear Abby: I am a 20-year-old college stu-
dent who has never been in a relationship. I
try to be as much of an extrovert as possible,
but it’s hard for me.

I have romantic feelings for a guy I have
known for two years. When we see each other
in class, we hug and talk a little. I’m having
trouble telling him how I feel because, as I’ve
learned from past experience, he may not feel
the same.

I have a fear of rejection. I have experienced
it numerous times. I know it’s a part of life,
but I don’t know if I can take it again. Please
tell me what to do about this guy. I can’t stop
thinking about him. — Hopeless Romantic

Dear Hopeless Romantic: Before declaring
your feelings, get to know a little more about
your classmate, like whether he’s romanti-
cally involved with someone else. A way to do
that would be to suggest having coffee after
class or helping each other study for an exam.
Neither of those approaches would be “risky.”
If he agrees, you will have a better chance of
gauging whether he’s attracted to you, too.
Because he hugs you when he sees you, it’s
safe to assume he is not repelled.

Let me let you in on a little secret: I don’t
know ANYone who, having experienced rejec-
tion, has found it pleasurable. Some of the
most successful people I know have encoun-
tered rejection more than once, but they didn’t
let it stop them. Because your fear is prevent-
ing you from reaching out, talk about it with
a psychologist at the student health center. If
you do, it may help you feel more confident in
putting yourself out there.

Dear Abby: We give each of our grandchil-
dren a check for every birthday. We would like
to stop when each child reaches the age of 18.
Please give us an idea of what to write in a
letter to each child as we send the final check
on his/her 18th birthday. — Longtime Reader
in North Carolina

Dear Reader: I see no reason to make an
announcement with the “last check.” When
the 19th birthday rolls around, send a card
marking the special day — and explaining
then the reason why there is no check.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Send your
imagination soaring. At the intersection of fan-
tasy and reality will be a truly memorable bit
of fun that could only happen under tonight’s
rather perfect circumstances.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll be
ready for the spotlight to swivel in your direc-
tion, not because you formally pre-
pared for it, but because you’re so
filled with confidence and levity
now.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
The dreams of yesteryear are
what make tonight so sweet. It’s
as though someone is answering
your long-ago wishes in ways you
never could have imagined at the
time.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Hesitation is for those who fear making mistakes.
Halloween reminds you not to fear. Go ahead.
While the insecure wait, you’ll get busy making
mistakes, learning from them and becoming a
master.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You don’t scare eas-
ily, but when you do get spooked, the adrenaline
rush could send you into the arms of a heroic or
comforting type who is very happy to have you
there.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Each person you
interact with gets a different version of you.
(Everyone is this way to some extent.) You’ll have

an increased awareness of how a certain person
makes you feel about yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your ancestry will
play into your choices tonight — where you
go, how you dress, whom you talk to. It’s as
though you’re being whispered to by the ones
who walked there before you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll have a
heartfelt exchange with someone who, like you,
is a giver. There’s more of this to come — good!
You deserve to be with a person who is going to
meet you at least halfway.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll be
energized by your accidental place in the events
of the day. The principles of randomness and
chance will favor you restoring your belief in
your Jupiter-ruled guidance system.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ve hit
your tolerance with being correct and tasteful
in all matters. A wild, adventurous spirit takes
hold. This will be reflected in your costume and/
or approach to the night’s shenanigans.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s the details
that make your efforts effective and your night
one for the ages. When you share your astute
observations, someone will think you’re either a
psychic or a mind reader.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Not all ghosts
are wailing, see-through creatures. Some are
exes, acts of the past that come back to haunt you
or desires that keep showing up unannounced
and uninvited in your being.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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