
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m 15 and live with my parents.
My dad is an alcoholic who has finally figured
out that he has had a problem for years. When
I was in sixth grade, he left me once in the
middle of the night (Mom was
out of town) to go out drink-
ing. Ever since that night, I
have felt so much pain.

He thinks it’s OK to talk to
me about what he does and
how much he regrets it. I love
him, but I don’t want to hear
about anything like that! It
has added a lot of stress to my
life. I get all A’s in school, but
recently it has become really
hard to concentrate with all
of this going on at home. What
should I do? — Stressed Teen in Washington

Dear Stressed Teen: Tell your mother
exactly what you have told me. Your father
appears to be trying to use you as his thera-
pist to assuage his guilt about his drinking.
Not only is this unfair to you, it is also not a
solution to his problem. He should be talking
about those things in a substance abuse meet-

ing, not to his teenager.
Alateen is a support group for children of

alcoholics. It would be helpful for you to go
online and find the location of the nearest one.
The website is www.al-anon.alateen.org.

Dear Abby: My husband is a partner in
a small law firm. One of the secretaries has
gotten into the habit of texting him somewhat
inappropriate pictures. One of them was of a
“willy warmer” for a penis. I know she thinks
it’s funny and harmless, but it bothered me. I
think it was unprofessional and went beyond
the boundaries of an employee relationship.
If I mention it to my husband, he will know I
looked at his phone messages, and I don’t want
him to think I don’t trust him. Am I making
too much of this? — The Mrs., Somewhere in
the USA

Dear Mrs.: I don’t think so. I agree that
what the secretary did was unprofessional and
inappropriate. As an attorney, your husband
already knows that kind of communication
could leave the company vulnerable in the
future. You wouldn’t have felt the need to
check his cellphone if your woman’s intuition

wasn’t telling you that you needed to, so get to
the bottom of it now, before it escalates.

Dear Abby: I secretly married a man 14
years ago. No one knew about it. We lost con-
tact for several years, but now we are talking
again. I’d like to spend the rest of my life with
him.

He’s happy living where he is right now,
but if we did get back together, people would
assume I just let a man move in with me. I
don’t usually care what people say about me,
but this is a small town!

If Mr. Wonderful gives me another chance,
how should I handle this? And how should I
introduce him to people? — Kind of Married
in Kentucky

Dear Kind of Married: There is noth-
ing to be embarrassed about. If you never
divorced, introduce him as your husband, of
course. It’s the truth. If you are questioned, all
you need to say is, “We were married, became
estranged, and now we’re back together.”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You have a dry
way of delivering humor. They won’t all get you,
but the ones who do will adore you even as your
charm goes sailing over the heads of a less-astute
audience.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). While it will be
a joy to give in any way that is convenient, you
will also go out of your way to give
when it’s not. This will probably
be a pain, but it’s the right thing to
do and a testament to the depth of
your generosity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You accept scraps of attention
when you deserve so much more.
You deserve all manner of love
— passionate, platonic, respectful,
desiring, reverent, unconditional
and beyond.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You’re slightly
more sensitive and impressionable than you
want to be this weekend. You’ll have a much bet-
ter time if you insulate yourself from chronic
whiners and complainers.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re getting closer
to figuring out what you really want. Order it up
like you’re ordering a pizza, with great specific-
ity. Why shouldn’t life give you the toppings you
crave?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ve the won-
drous imagination of a child. Use it to stretch
your self-concept. Visualize yourself in various

roles — a pilot, a parent, an inventor, an acrobat.
What fits?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your mouth can’t
seem to form the words you think you should say.
Maybe it’s because your head and heart don’t
really agree. There’s a way to be honest and coop-
erative at the same time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Misery loves
company, but it loves a nurse even more. Unless
you’re qualified to take care of that miserable
person, keep walking. This weekend is too beau-
tiful to spend in a downer situation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Do not fear
success. Celebrate any shred of evidence that
things are going your way. Think of everything
good as a sign of even better things to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The first
question that will pop into your mind might be
“Why?” But the question that will make your day
go better is “how,” or, more specifically, “How can
I make this work?”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll find
yourself in a situation you haven’t prepared for,
but that’s fine because you’re a brilliant impro-
viser. You’ll fly by the seat of your pants and
wind up at the same destination as the ones who
are flying first class.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). To avoid becom-
ing enslaved by the very things that are supposed
to be helping you, don’t add anything to your life
without testing it out first. This could be about
technology, teachers, services or possessions.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Daughter wants no part of dad’s battle
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