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People tour the facility after the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Penobscot Pavilion at Eastern Maine Medical Center in
Bangor on Tuesday.

Monument
forums, field
hearingtoday
Officials to tourQuimby
land, area logging operations

By Nick SamBideS Jr.
bDN Staff

MILLINOCKET — Re-
publican congressional and
state leaders will visit the
Katahdin region on Wednes-
day to immerse themselves
in Roxanne Quimby’s con-
troversial North Woods na-
tional monument proposal
and the area’s economic en-
vironment.

Gov. Paul LePage will
hold a town hall-style meet-
ing about the direction of
Maine’s economy at Stearns
High School in Millinocket
on Wednesday that will
overlap a forum on the mon-
ument proposal hosted by
U.S. Rep. Bruce Poliquin, R-
Maine, at the East Milli-
nocket town office, officials
said Tuesday.

The day’s official activi-
ties begin with the U.S.
House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources holding a field
hearing on the monument
proposal at 2 p.m. at the East
Millinocket town office. Be-
fore that, two of the Republi-
can committee members
holding the hearing, U.S.
Reps. Rob Bishop of Utah
and Bruce Westerman of Ar-
kansas, will tour the land

near the proposed 87,500-
acre monument area east of
Baxter State Park, officials
said.

Poliquin’s forum at East
Millinocket’s town office
will start at 3:30 p.m. and
ends at 7:30 p.m., according
to schedules provided by
LePage and Poliquin. Le-
Page’s town hall at Stearns

EMMCunveils $305Mexpansion
By Nick mccrea
bDN Staff

BANGOR — Eastern
Maine Medical Center offi-
cials showed off the hospi-
tal’s new $305 million ex-
pansion on Tuesday, prom-
ising the eight-story struc-
ture would better serve pa-
tients for generations to
come.

The hospital hosted about
200 community leaders, do-
nors, supporters, contrac-
tors and government offi-
cials, including Maine Gov.
Paul LePage, for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony and tours
Tuesday morning.

“Our patients and visitors
will benefit from the most
modern, patient-focused
building we could create,”
said Deborah Carey John-
son, the hospital’s president
and CEO.

The hospital has named
the new building the Penob-
scot Pavilion. Officials
broke ground on the project
in September 2013. It’s be-
lieved to be the most expen-
sive single project in the
city’s history, dwarfing

other recent major Bangor
construction efforts.

It’s home to EMMC’s new
main entrance, which fea-
tures a new gift shop, indoor
trees and a lounge-style at-
mosphere with lots of seat-
ing and electrical outlets.
The sixth floor holds private
rooms for cardiology pa-
tients, and the seventh a
huge expansion of the hospi-
tal’s Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, which now has 29

rooms. The amount of space
available for neonatal in-
fants grew from about 3,000
square feet to about 30,000
square feet, according to
Helen McKinnon, a nurse
and the hospital’s vice presi-
dent of support services.

The rest of the pavilion is
still in the works, and is
scheduled to be fully opera-
tional sometime in the sum-
mer of 2017. That’s when
new operating rooms, two

more floors dedicated to car-
diovascular services and a
new space for women and
families awaiting childbirth
will debut.

Maine Gov. Paul LePage,
who visited the hospital
Tuesday and spoke at the
ceremony, said he saw po-
tential for the new facility to
take a leadership role in
grooming the next genera-
tion of doctors.

Pavilion features space for heart patients, neonatal care unit
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Deborah
Carey John-
son, president
and CEO of
Eastern Maine
Medical Cen-
ter, speaks
during the
ribbon-cutting
ceremony for
the Penobscot
Pavilion at the
hospital in
Bangor on
Tuesday.

Caribou call
center could lay
off asmany as 120
Sitel cites loss of Comcast contract

By darreN FiShell
bDN Staff

PORTLAND — The Sitel
call center in Caribou ex-
pects to lay off more than
half of its 200 employees in
July, after losing a contract
with Internet service pro-
vider Comcast.

In a notice to employees,
the company said it will re-
main open but could cut as
many as 120 positions after
the Comcast contract ex-
pires July 21. The company
will not close its Caribou lo-
cation, where it has other
customers.

“We are working tireless-
ly to bring in new business
to the site to reduce or elimi-
nate the potential reduction
in workforce,” the company
stated in a notice to the
state’s Department of Labor.

The company notified em-
ployees and the state’s De-

partment of Labor of the lay-
offs on May 17, under federal
and state law requiring no-
tice at least 60 days in ad-
vance.

The company said the lay-
offs would take place be-
tween July 17 and July 31,
cutting about 120 positions.

The company estimated
those layoffs would include
84 customer service posi-
tions, five coaches and five
coach apprentices, 16 agent
support mentors, two call-
monitoring specialists,
three learning specialists
and one learning specialist
apprentice, two operations
managers and one opera-
tions manager apprentice
and one workforce coordina-
tor.

Sitel moved from Loring
Commerce Centre last
March, which Caribou eco-
nomic development officials

Tenant appeals dismissal of gun rights suit
By StepheN BettS
bDN Staff

ROCKLAND — An attorney for a
68-year-old Rockland man who shot an
alleged intruder in his apartment has
appealed to the state’s highest court
the dismissal of his lawsuit against the
landlord and property management
company that ordered him to give up
his gun after the shooting.

Attorney Patrick Strawbridge of
Boston filed the appeal Friday to the
Maine Supreme Judicial Court in the
lawsuit that tenant Harvey Lembo
filed against Park Place Associates
and Stanford Management.

The lawsuit was filed after the man-
agement company gave a written no-

tice to Lembo that he could not have a
gun at Park Place Apartments or he
would be evicted. Gun rights advo-
cates, including the National Rifle As-
sociation, have supported Lembo in
the lawsuit.

Justice William Stokes ruled on
May 12 that Lembo’s attorneys had
failed to allege any facts supporting his
claim that the defendants interfered
with the exercise of his constitutional-
ly guaranteed rights by actual or
threatened physical force or violence,
which is required to be in violation of
the Maine Civil Rights Act.

Strawbridge contends in his appeal
that Justice Stokes erred in not deter-
mining that the threat of eviction met
the standards for violating the state’s
civil rights law.

There is no timetable for when the
case will be heard by the state high
court or when it would rule.

Lembo’s attorney had argued in

See EMMC, Page A2

See Forums, Page A2

See Sitel, Page A4See Appeal, Page A4

Harvey Lembo

lepage poliquin

Bishop Westerman

inside
Maine firm’s app now offers
guides to all national parks

page a4


