
“Steak.”
DAN GALANTE, YORK

“Chicken.”
LINLEYWAKELAND, DEDHAM

“I bought four packs of red hot dogs to
take back to California with me!.”

STEVE GASS, ENCINITAS, CA

“Salmon.”
KENT THURSTON, TROY

“Chicken drumsticks and corn.”
JOSHUA STRANGE, PHOENIXVILLE, PA

“Veggies in tinfoil packets.”
PAUL ALLEN, BANGOR
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“What’s your favorite thing to
grill?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Winterport UnionMeeting
House unveils ‘layers of history’
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

The team of volunteers
dedicated to renovating and
revitalizing the 183-year-old
Winterport Union Meeting
House compare the process
of painstakingly going
through each little corner of
the building to an archaeo-
logical dig.

“Really, it’s like peeling
back the layers of an onion,”
said Ann Ronco, treasurer
for Union Meeting House,
Inc., the non-profit tasked
with maintaining the for-
mer church. “There’s layers
and layers of history here
that you have to dig out.”

Both Winterport resi-
dents and non-residents

alike will get a chance to
see those layers of history
this Friday, June 10, when
the Winterport Union
Meeting House opens its
doors for an open house,
set for 6 to 9 p.m. It’s also
the first time ever that
nearly anyone has ever
seen the 1833 building lit
up — until this spring, the
meeting house did not
have electrical lighting.
Aside from one outlet in
the back of the building, in
fact, it didn’t have any
electricity, period.

“After all these years, we
can finally have events
here at night,” said Mark
Fitzpatrick, president of
the meeting house board.
“People can charge their

phones. We’re finally in the
21st century.”

The Winterport Union
Meeting House was built in
1833, paid for by funds from
townsfolk — then residents
of Frankfort, as Winterport
had not yet incorporated —
who bought $60 pews to pay
for the construction. A sil-
ver Paul Revere bell, cast in
the Revolutionary War he-
ro’s Boston foundry, was
donated to be hung in the
belfry, which still peals
each day at noon. In 1861, a
steeple clock, manufactured
by the E. Howard Company
of Massachusetts, was in-
stalled, which still tells the
time and rings the hour.

See HOUSE on Page 2

EMILY BURNHAM/THE WEEKLY

The Winterport Union Meeting House, located on Main Street/Route 1 in downtown
Winterport, was built in 1833. The group of volunteers that maintains the building
will host an open house from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday, June 10.
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