
“Jordan’s Snack Bar in Ellsworth.”
MARION SYVERSON, HAMPDEN

“McLaughlin’s on the Marina in
Hampden.”

CHRISTINA EARLEY,WINTERPORT

“Trenton Bridge Lobster Pound.”
ROBERT CARR,MILFORD

“Eagle’s Nest in Brewer.”
JENNIFER KHAVARI, BANGOR

“McLaughlin’s on the Marina.”
EVE GEORGE, BANGOR

“I don’t eat seafood, but I know there
are lots in my hometown of Lubec.”

JOSH TINKER, BANGOR
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“Where’s your favorite place to
get a lobster roll inMaine?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

PTCpublic forum to promote community
conversations aboutNative tales production

BANGOR — Penobscot The-
atre Company will host a public
forum, 6:30-8 p.m. July 18, at the
Bangor Opera House, 131 Main St.
to unpack a project that has been
in the works for the past year.
“Transformer Tales: Stories of
the Dawnland” is a new play that
will come to life in the context of
the theatre’s summer educational
program for local students.

“These tales revolve around
Gluskape, a culture hero of the
Wabanaki,” said PTC Director
of Education Amy Roeder, who
developed the script in collabo-
ration with Penobscot storytell-
ers, playwrights, linguists and
scholars. “We are eager to in-
troduce the project to the full
community and to start a broad-
based conversation around the
value of theatre in preserving
cultural traditions and inspir-
ing positive change.”

Facilitating the discussion
along with the theatre’s artistic
and education leaders will be
Assiniboine playwright Wil-
liam S. Yellow Robe Jr. and
Donna Loring, an elder and for-
mer council member of the Pe-
nobscot Indian Nation, who
served as the Penobscot’s Rep-
resentative to the Maine State
Legislature for more than a de-
cade, during which she au-
thored and sponsored “An Act
to Require Teaching Maine Na-
tive American History and Cul-
ture in Maine’s Schools.” Lor-
ing is a Vietnam veteran, an
adjunct faculty member at the
University of Maine, president
of Seven Eagles Media produc-
tions, author, playwright, and
host of a monthly radio show,
Wabanaki Windows. Carol
Dana, who worked closely with
Roeder throughout the script
development process, will de-
scribe her involvement with
the “Transformer Tales” proj-
ect. Dana works at the Penob-

scot Nation Cultural and His-
toric Preservation Office, spe-
cializing in the Penobscot lan-
guage. She holds a master’s de-
gree in education and is the au-
thor of two poetry books,
“When No One is Looking” and
“Return to Spirit.”

University of Maine English
Professor Margo Lukens will
also add insights based on her
experience and research. She
teaches courses in Native
American literature and has
produced and directed Native
plays on campus and regional-

ly. Her research interests in-
clude Wabanaki literary and
storytelling history, and Native
American plays and play-
wrights. With William Yellow
Robe, she edited “Grandchil-
dren of the Buffalo Soldiers and
Other Untold Stories” by Wil-
liam S. Yellow Robe Jr. and co-
published “Two Worlds on One
Stage,” on creating theater with
Native communities.

“In our nomenclature, Pe-
nobscot Theatre Company, like

See PTC, Page 2
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