
“A day just like today.”
GORDANA HASSETT, CASTINE

“Hiking in Bigelow Preserve.”
KIRSTEN SARAH JONES, HARTLAND

“In a hammock, reading a book.”
RACHEL PRESCOTT, HAMPDEN

“At Sandy point beach.”
ELEANOR PRESCOTT, HAMPDEN

“On a boat, on a lake.”
HANS PETERSON, HOLDEN

“Spending the day at the lake on my
family’s camp.”

ROBBIE HARRIMAN, ELLSWORTH
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“What’s your ideal
summer day?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Got News?
Send us news from your community.
Email: weekly@bangordailynews.com

Write: One Merchants Plaza, Bangor, ME 04402
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Levantmomcreates summer
chalk full of artisticmemories

PHOTO COURTESY OF KELLEY DEAN

One of Kelly Dean’s chalk drawings, featuring her youngest
daughter, Ava, as an Olympic gymnast. The Levant mom has
been doing chalk art featuring her daughter, for the last
three summers.

BY JODI HERSEY
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

LEVANT — Kelley Dean of
Levant has always been cre-
ative. Those who know her
best have seen her talents on
display inside the walls of her
home. But it’s during the
summer months when her
true artistic abilities expand,
spilling over into her drive-
way for all visitors and on-
lookers to see.

“It’s just something fun and
different to do and chalk is
pretty inexpensive,” Kelley
said. “I have a hard time com-
ing up with stuff myself. But if
I see something I can dupli-
cate it and make it bigger.”

For the last three sum-
mers, Kelley has collected
quite an array of chalk
sticks; all of which she uses
to make memorable chalk
drawings with her youngest
daughter Ava. What’s so fas-
cinating about her artwork
is how she is able to position
Ava in such a way that brings
her storybook images to life.
But Ava admits being her
mother’s muse is sometimes
a painful job.

“Sometimes it hurts be-
cause I’m lying on the ground
and I have to pose a thousand
times because she takes a lot
of time [to get a picture],” ex-
plained Ava.

Snapping the perfect pose
may take several attempts
and a small ladder, but Kel-
ley’s actual artwork only re-
quires about an hour out of
her day.

“It doesn’t take that long,”
she said. “Chalk is so easy [to
work with]. If I mess up, I just
grab a squirt bottle and wipe
the tar. But I haven’t had to do
that yet.”

Together the Dean girls
have slayed dragons, hung the
stars and even competed in
the Olympics without leaving
their home.

“Momma posts the pictures
online and my teacher that I
had in second grade is always
really surprised,” said Ava.
“She likes them a lot.”

“She anticipates the next
one,” said Kelley.

To date, the pair have made

and posed for approximately
10 pictures. Kelley says it’s a
great way to make some un-
forgettable memories with
her daughter.

“It’s something interesting
to do and not everyone does
something like that [these
days],” said Kelley.

“[Plus] it keeps kids enter-
tained when there’s nothing
to do in the summer,” added
Ava.


