
“I go to Presque isle to visit family.”
JULIE SCRIBNER, BANGOR

“Barbecue with family.”
BRENDA HANEY, CORINTH

“Go swimming in Pushaw Lake.”
QUENTIN STONE, BAR HARBOR

“We are going to a soccer tournament.”
KRISTIE MINER, BANGOR

“Family parties.”
SANDRA BURKE, HERMON

“Barbecuing hot dogs and hamburgers..”
KAIANA STONE, BAR HARBOR
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“What do you like to do on
Labor Dayweekend?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Brewer student travels to
Thailand to help save elephants
BY KRISTA ANDBERG
COURTESY LOOP ABROAD

Brianne Parent, 16, of
Brewer spent two weeks
during the summer in
Thailand helping animals
and learning hands-on
what it’s like to be a vet-
erinarian.

Traveling with the Bos-
ton-based Loop Abroad,
Parent was part of a small
team that volunteered
giving care at a dog shel-

ter and then spent a week
working directly with
rescued elephants at an
elephant sanctuary.

The Veterinary Service
Program brings students
to Thailand for two weeks
to volunteer alongside a
staff veterinarian. For
one week, students volun-
teer at the Animal Rescue
Kingdom dog shelter in
Chiang Mai, Thailand.
The shelter is home to
more than 100 dogs that

have been rescued after
being abandoned, beaten,
or abused. While the dogs
can be adopted, any who
aren’t will be cared for by
the shelter for their en-
tire lives.

While they learned what
it’s like to be a veterinari-
an, students made a differ-
ence in the lives of these
dogs.

See ELEPHANT on Page 2

COURTESY BRIANNE PARENT

Brianne Parent, 16, of Brewer was among a group from Boston-based Loop Abroad
who spent a week during the summer at the Elephant Nature Park in Thailand to
work hands-on with the animals and learn about animal rescue and conservation on a
larger scale. The Elephant Nature Park is home to more than 40 elephants that have
been rescued from trekking, logging, or forced breeding programs. Many of them have
been abused and suffer from chronic injuries.


