
“Christmas lights.”
ZACH RICHARDSON, HARVESTMOON

DELI

“Flannel and boots.”
ALIX MALARKY, HARVESTMOON DELI

“Frosty cold mornings.”
HALIS SIRIMOGLU,WINTERPORT BOOT

SHOP

“We sell more boots!”
A.C. GALLANT,WINTERPORT BOOT SHOP

“I’ll be able to get out my cross country
skis when it snows.”

JANETMORAN, THE BEDWORKS OF
MAINE

“Cooking winter food like soups and
stews.”

TAMMY FEIGE, THE BEDWORKS OF
MAINE
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Reported in Brewer

“What’s the best part about
theweather getting colder?”

THEWEEKLY question
Reported by Emily Burnham

Renovation of downtownBangor
building reveals hidden history
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

As some of the Greater
Bangor area’s most enter-
prising businesspeople, Abe
and Heather Furth are al-
ways on the lookout for
their next project, be it a
restaurant, a brewery or a
new real estate venture.

When they bought 26
State St. in downtown Ban-
gor in September 2015, they
had their eyes on both the
small commercial space on
the street level and, most
especially, on the three
upper floors, which they in-
tend to make into comfort-
able, mid-priced loft apart-
ments. What they didn’t
know is that they would

stumble across a time cap-
sule of life in early 20th cen-
tury Bangor.

“Those three floors had
been completely untouched
since 1961,” said Abe Furth,
who with Heather owns or
co-owns Woodman’s Bar &
Grill in Orono, Orono
Brewing Company and
Verve Burritos in both
Bangor and Orono. “It had
literally been unchanged
for over 50 years.”

The Furths and Joseph
Quinn, lead contractor on
the renovation of the build-
ing, turned up all sorts of
unique old things while gut-
ting the space. A little dig-
ging with the help of Paul
Cook, owner of Maine Real
Estate Management and a

Bangor history buff, turned
up the source of all that
stuff: 26 State St. used to be
the home of Bangor Cigar
Manufacturing Co., one of
the city’s eight different ci-
gar-making companies in
the late 19th century and
early 20th centuries.

“Apparently Bangor was
the cigar making capital of
Maine back then. Bangor
was hand-rolling four mil-
lion cigars a year. You could
buy them all over the coun-
try,” said Abe Furth. “It
was a huge business that
employed tons of people. I
had no idea until Paul told
me more about it.”

See CIGAR on Page 2

EMILY BURNHAM/THE WEEKLY

A holiday special cigar box and cigar bands from Bangor Cigar Manufacturing Co., the
largest cigar-making busiess in Bangor which closed over 50 years ago. Abe and
Heather Furth purchased 26 State St., the former location of the business, and found
remnants of the business scattered throughout the long abandoned property during
the start of their renovation process.


