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For its upcoming pro-
duction of “The Miracle
Worker,” the classic play
about the early years of
Helen Keller, cast and
crew members from
Orono Community The-
atre traveled to Water-
town, Mass., to visit the
Perkins School for the
Blind, where Keller her-
self studied with her
teacher, Annie Sullivan,
in the late 19th century.

Walking through its
halls and rooms was an
intense, inspiring experi-
ence for “The Miracle
Worker” director Angela
Bonacasa, OCT executive
director Sandy Cyrus, and
cast members Jasmine
Ireland (Annie Sullivan),
Sophia Mullins (Helen
Keller) and Tellis Coolong
(Michael Anagnos, direc-
tor of the Perkins School).

“Performing is a very
visceral activity, and our
biggest takeaway was
that kind of muscle mem-
ory of walking on the
same floors they walked
on, and touching the same
objects they touched,”
said Cyrus. “That lin-
gered with me long after
we left Watertown.”

For “The Miracle
Worker,” which opens
Friday, Jan. 15 and runs
for two weekends at the
Cyrus Pavilion Theatre
on the University of
Maine campus, that expe-
rience has led to deeper
understandings of the
main characters, and
more nuanced, meaning-
ful performances.

“It has made Jasmine
and Sophia’s scenes to-
gether that much deeper
and more meaningful,”

said Cyrus. “There’s a lot
of substance to their rela-
tionship.”

Bonacasa sits in the di-
rector’s chair for this pro-
duction, though she is best
known in eastern Maine as
a fight choreographer — a
skill she puts to great use
with “The Miracle Work-
er,” especially in the long,
wordless scene in which
Sullivan tries to get Keller
to eat breakfast.

“There’s six pages of no
dialogue, just action, and
it is extremely physical,
and it is just choreo-
graphed exquisitely by An-
gela,” said Cyrus. “It’s a
scene that elicits applause
in every rehearsal.”

Both roles of Sullivan
and Keller are incredibly
challenging, as both charac-
ters are blind, and Keller, of

course, is also deaf. Inhabit-
ing those roles requires
true dedication, and a will-
ingness to go deep.

“Jasmine has really
thrown herself into it. It’s
a role that requires a very
capable actress, and Jas-
mine is certainly that,”
said Cyrus, speaking of
Ireland, who is also the
drama teacher at Ells-
worth High School, and
was last seen in Penobscot
Theatre’s productions of
“Cinderella” and “The
Sugar Bean Sisters.”

Nearly 50 years after
her death, Keller to this
day is a symbol worldwide
for perseverence in the
face of seemingly insur-
mountable odds, and is an
icon of the struggle for the
rights of people with dis-
abilities — as well as the

rights of women and work-
ing people.

“It’s a profound exam-
ple of the indomitable
human spirit, and she was
a pioneer for social jus-
tice,” said Cyrus. “That’s
a story that will always
inspire people.”

“The Miracle Worker”
will be performed at 7 p.m.
Jan. 15-16 and Jan. 21-23,
and at 2 p.m. Jan. 17 and
24 at the Cyrus Pavilion
Theatre on the University
of Maine campus, located
on the back side of Fogler
Library. Tickets are avail-
able at the door and are
$12 for adults, $6 for stu-
dents and children; it is
sponsored by Old Town-
Orono Kiwanis. For more
information, like Orono
Community Theatre on
Facebook.
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Jasmine Ireland (left) portrays Annie Sullivan, the teacher of the Helen Keller,
portrayed here by Sophia Mullins, in Orono Community Theatre’s production of the
classic play “The Miracle Worker,” which is set to be performed Jan. 15-17 and Jan.
21-24 at the Cyrus Pavilion Theater on the University of Maine campus. The play was
an inspiring and fascinating piece for all the actors in the play to work on.

Swap
From Page 1

“Honestly, even I can’t
believe some of the things
people post on there,” said
Thurston, 48, a native of
Alton who now lives in Old
Town. “There’s every-
thing. I mean everything.
There’s fights. Most people
are really nice, but some-
times people can be a little
nasty. It’s a little crazy. It’s
a lot of work.”

A few years back, Thur-
ston developed heart prob-
lems, leaving her unable to
work in her former profes-
sion as a medical secretary.
After going from working
60 hours a week to not
working at all, she began to
go stir crazy, so Thurston
decided in 2009 to start and
manage and buy and sell
group in Milford. Then she
started one for Old Town.
And then, when the old
Bangor/Brewer Area Swap
and Sell group shut down
in 2012 after its former ad-
mins got tired of the con-
stant demands of managing
the site, Thurston started
the “New” Bangor/Brewer
Area Swap and Sell.

“I’ve always been good
with computers, and I’m
good at keeping things orga-
nized,” said Thurston.
“Facebook changes every
two weeks. There’s always a
different way to add pic-
tures or format pictures or
delete things. I’ve really got
to stay up to date on how
they change it.”

She now manages ten
Bangor area groups in
total, including Just
Clothes, Just Kids Stuff,
Just Women’s Stuff and
Just Men’s Stuff, all geared
towards specific groups of
people, which lessens the
clutter of the main Ban-
gor/Brewer site. Thurston
says more than half of the
posts on that group are
clothes, which infuriates a
large percentage of the
overall members.

“Oh, half of them would
be thrilled if nobody ever
posted clothes again. And
then there are people that
love it. And if you ask peo-
ple what they want, you can

expect some really nice
comments, and you can ex-
pect the meanest comments
you can imagine,” said
Thurston. “Now, if people
post more than five pieces
of clothing per day, I just
delete stuff.”

There are a few basic
rules in the group — name-
ly, treat others as you’d
want to be treated, and if
you’re the first person to
express your own personal
interest in an item by com-
menting on a post, you
have first dibs. People can
sell anything they’d like,
with a few exceptions.
Among the only things
Thurston doesn’t allow to
be sold are firearms — it’s
controversial, and the risk
of being the means by
which someone purchased
a gun and then did some-
thing illegal are just too
high for comfort — and
adult-themed items or drug
paraphernalia. And, of
course, stolen goods.

“I keep an eye on all the
sites in the area for people
that might be selling stolen
goods or scamming people,”
she said. “I work with loss
prevention agents from the
[Bangor] Mall and from
some other big stores and
they’ll alert me if they find
out something has been sto-
len. I’ve worked with the
police. Sometimes, folks
will delete stuff if they know
I’m onto them. But I get
screenshots. You’ve got to
be pretty dumb to post that
stuff on Facebook.”

For the most part,
though, people are well-be-
haved — and in many
cases, they are generous
and thoughtful. Thurston
and the other admins in
September do back to
school clothing drives from
group members for two de-
serving families in the
area, and they also will
gather household items for
families that have lost
homes in fires, or that are
experiencing serious ill-
ness or injury.

“People donate free
goods. People are entrepre-
neurs, too, and will offer
their services or stuff
they’ve made. It’s a really
great forum for that kind of
thing,” said Thurston. “I’ve
met some really terrific peo-
ple on this site.”

Nominate high
schoolers for radio
show’s Student of the
Week award

Downtown with Rich
Kimball, a radio show that
airs each weekday from
4-6 p.m. on WZON-The
Pulse, is partnering with
Angelo’s Pizzeria of Ban-
gor and Hampden to honor
area students. The High
School Student of the
Week award is designed to
recognize students who
excel in the classroom,
are active in school activi-
ties, and who contribute
to their community.

“Students involved in
high school sports already
get lots of publicity and
recognition but, as a
teacher, I know there are

great young people in
every school in the band,
drama club, working on
the yearbook, chorus, Key
Club, Civil Rights Team,
and countless other orga-
nizations that get little at-
tention from the media”,
said host Rich Kimball,
who also is a veteran edu-
cator. “Our goal, along
with Angelo’s, is to shine
a light on these students
who really are the back-
bone of our school.”

Downtown, which has
aired since 2011, is a guest-
driven talk show that fo-
cuses on sports, entertain-
ment, and community
events. The program broad-
casts live each afternoon
from Season Grille and
Lounge at 427 Main Street
in Bangor.

Winner of the award will
receive a certificate recog-

nizing their accomplish-
ment and a free large pizza
from Angelo’s on Ham-
mond Street in Bangor or
Main Road South in Hamp-
den, and they will also be
eligible for an additional
prize at the end of the
school year.

Nominations can be
made by emailing: down-
townwithrichkimball@
gmail.com and those
nominations should in-
clude the students’ name,
high school, year of grad-
uation, and a one or two
sentence explanation of
what they do to contrib-
ute to their school and
community.

For more information,
those interested can visit
the show’s website at down-
townwithrichkimball.com
and click on the Student of
the Week banner.

OmLandYogamoves
Bangor studio from
Central St. to State St.

Om Land Yoga, which
opened its flagship studio
on Central Street in 2007,
has now moved that studio
from its original location to
new digs on State Street. As
of Jan. 9, Om Land will offer
its usual slate of classes at 6
State Street, formerly the
location of of a security
firm, located just a few hun-
dred feet from the old loca-
tion. The new space will
offer more room for classes
in multiple styles of yoga.
Owner Terry Lacy, who
founded Om Land with his
partner, Eric Sirois, also
owns Om Land Studios in
Brewer and Orono. For
more information, visit om-
landyoga.com.

SnowCongaming
convention to roll the
dice at Cross Center

What could be better than
a wintery day around a
table with friends old and
new, playing a game? That’s
why there’s SnowCon: one
January weekend in the
Bangor area, packed with
tabletop games played face-
to-face with real, live peo-
ple. This year’s event is set
for Jan. 15-17 at the Cross
Insurance Center.

For the eighth annual
gaming convention, fandom
is riding high with Star
War: The Force Awakens
just opening. Star Wars
gaming has become a favor-
ite at the event and the orga-
nizers are also huge Star
Wars fans, so this year’s
SnowCon theme follows the
new movie with SnowCon
Episode VIII, with t-shirt
art by Bob Raymond: Pencil
Monkey. There will also be
the return of the kickoff
event Friday night, the “So
You Meet in a Tavern”
mixer and Nerd Karaoke,
set for 8 to 11 p.m. at Blank
Canvas Brewery in Brewer.

A weekend pass for the
whole event purchased on-
site is $45; single day passes
are $30 for Saturday and $20
for Sunday.

• Registration
To register as an attendee

for SnowCon you will first
have to sign up for a War-
horn account and then reg-
ister for SnowCon on the
Warhorn site. Once your
payment is received the
convention staff will clear
you for the con and you will
be able to sign up for games
until online game signup
ends on a week before the
event.

• Submit a Game
Submitting a game for

the convention is easy. SIm-
ply go to the link below and
fill out the google form.
SnowCon organizers will
put the game into the sched-
ule as soon as they can. Peo-
ple will be able to sign up
for games at a later date.
Game Masters: remember
that you should also regis-
ter as an attendee before
you submit your games!

Please check out the web-
site at snowconmaine.com
for registration and all
other information.
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