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Husson University student
Chris Hobbs didn’t always
enjoy school, but nowadays,
he can’t stay away from it.
Over the past several months,
he’s been filling in as a long-
term substitute teacher at the
Downeast School in Bangor.
It is the same elementary
school he once attended. And
as luck would have it, it’s also
the same school he did his
student teaching at, alongside
his former second grade
teacher Elizabeth Hennessey.

“I went in the room for
the first time and she had
the desks set up like I re-
member. It was déjà vu,”
said Hobbs. “This woman
has been teaching for 36
years. Not only is she a
good educator, she’s a
friend to these kids who
need a good role model.
She’s taught me so much
as a student in second
grade and now as a stu-
dent in college. It’s been a
great experience.”

Hennessey was just as sur-
prised to see Hobbs return to

her classroom decades later.
“Getting the phone call

that a former student want-
ed to student teach with me
all these years later was
amazing,” said Hennessey.

Hobbs, a Bangor native,

spent a lot of his early years
in Alaska, where his stepfa-
ther was stationed with the
Navy. But at the age of 7, his
family returned to Bangor
just in time for Hobbs to start
secondgradeat theDowneast

School with Hennessey.
“It was my first year back

in Maine and some of the
greatestyearsofmyeducation
were in that school,” he said.

But as the years went on,
his love for education start-
ed to wane. He hated study-
ing and in high school he
only kept his grades up so
he could play sports. As
graduation approached,
Hobbs knew college was not
an option due to his fami-
ly’s financial situation. So
he entered the workforce,
and that’s where he re-
mained until he joined the
U.S. Army at the age of 23.

“While I was overseas I
saw all these impoverished
kids working in the fields
with the goats. They were
10 years old. They had lan-
guage skills from their par-
ents but they couldn’t read
or write. And I was like,
‘Wow, I took everything I
learned as a kid for grant-
ed,’ ” Hobbs explained.

When his tour of duty was
completed, Hobbs decided to
give college a try. He used
his G.I. bill to enroll in Hus-
son University’s Bachelor of

Science in Early Education
program to become a teach-
er. The 31-year-old will grad-
uate this May with a 3.7
grade point average.

“If I would’ve had the
chance to go to college
after high school, I never
would’ve accomplished
what I’ve accomplished. I
did really well for myself
and I’m really proud of it,”
he said. “Ms. Hennessey
gave me so much confi-
dence [while student
teaching] in her class-
room, I felt I had been
teaching for a long time.”

The entire experience
was equally rewarding for
Hennessey. Getting to watch
Hobbs blossom from a young
boy into a college student
and now a colleague has
been a privilege few teach-
ers rarely get to experience.

“I am so unbelievably
proud of Christopher. Com-
ing full circle like this has
been one of the highlights of
my teaching career,” said
Hennessey. “You are never
really sure of the impact you
may have on a student, but
this time it was different.”

Husson early educationmajor says he learned
from the best—his former second grade teacher
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BHusson University student Christopher Hobbs will
graduate May 7 with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Early Education.

BangorGrangehosts
CommunityCitizensNight

Bangor Grange 372 host-
ed its fifth annual Commu-
nity Citizens Night on April
26 at the Bangor Grange
hall. Certificates of appre-
ciation were presented to
four area individuals for
outstanding volunteerism
by the master of the Maine
State Grange on behalf of
Bangor Grange.

Nearly 70 attendees wit-
nessed the presentations to
Jennifer DeGroff for her ef-
forts in the Capehart neigh-
borhood, Captain Troy
Lare of the Bangor Fire De-
partment for his efforts to
raise funds for many
causes, as well as for his
outstanding work for the
department. Captain Lare
also has been nominated as
Officer of the Year for the
Maine State Grange.

Also honored were Lynn
Stark, owner of Samsara
Animal Refuge for her ef-
forts to provide a safe home
for so many animals, and
Randy Blevins who has put
together many special
events to raise funds for
many worthy causes. Fol-
lowing the presentations,
remarks were heard from
Rick Grotton, Dolores
Moore, Chaplain of the
Maine State Grange, and
City Councilor Gibran Gra-
ham, all speaking on the
importance of volunteerism
and thanking the recipients
for their efforts.

Collins Center to restore
well-knownchandelier

The Collins Center for
the Arts is “re-igniting
the flame.”

The flame is sculptor
Clarke Fitz-Gerald’s “Flame
of Inspiration” chandelier,
which once graced the foyer
of the (then) Maine Center
for the Arts.

The 21-foot bronze chan-
delier, weighing more
than a ton, was a fiery
presence at the MCA for
about two decades, includ-
ing when Yo-Yo Ma and
Isaac Stern performed at

the center’s grand opening
in September 1986.

But during extensive ren-
ovations to the center be-
tween 2007 and 2009 — and
its transition to the Collins
Center for the Arts — the
chandelier was removed
and placed in storage.

When the CCA opens its
31st season in September
2016, the “Flame of Inspira-
tion” will again shine, said
CCA executive director
Danny Williams.

“The Flame of Inspira-
tion was a gift from the
Class of 1942 for the grand
opening of the building. By
reinstalling the flame, we
not only return this signa-
ture piece to its intended
home, we honor the Class of
‘42’s exceptional generosi-
ty,” he said. “There has
been a lot of discussion and
planning surrounding this
project and I am very grate-
ful to all those who helped
make this happen.”

Metal sculptor and artist
Stephen Fitz-Gerald, son of
Clarke Fitz-Gerald, will
prepare the piece for its
second unveiling.

While Stephen Fitz-Ger-
ald is based in northern
California, he’s returning
to his father’s old studio
in Castine — Clarke Fitz-

Gerald died in 2004 — to
restore the piece to its
original luster.

UMaineHumanities
Centerannouncesawards

The University of Maine
Humanities Center has
awarded more than $10,000
to seven faculty grant proj-
ects, including several
based in the community.

Spring 2016 UMHC Facul-
ty Grants were awarded to:

Constant Albertson, as-
sociate professor of art, to
support the new media com-
ponent of her ceramic art
project, “Coordinates of
Collateral Damage.”

Kirsten Jacobson, associ-
ate professor of philosophy,
to support “Philosophy
Across the Ages,” a discus-
sion-based program that in-
tegrates exchange among
UMaine undergraduates,
Orono High School students
and Dirigo Pines residents.

Anne Knowles, professor of
history,with instructorBenja-
min Meader, for “Introduc-
tion to Cartography and Geo-
graphic Information,” a cross-
discipline weekend seminar
series for UMaine faculty and
graduate students.

Margo Lukens, professor
of English, to support Pe-
nobscot tribal members
with “Transformer Tales:
Stories of the Dawnland,” a
performance program in
partnership with the Pe-
nobscot Theatre Company.

Annette Nelligan, pro-
gram coordinator and lec-
turer in counselor educa-
tion, with Laura Cowan,
associate professor of Eng-
lish, to support community
engagement projects during
a May-term travel study
course on Swan’s Island.

Greg Ondo, assistant pro-
fessor of art for his “Veazie
Riverside Community” en-
gagement project.

Michael Socolow, associ-
ate professor of communi-
cation and journalism for
book publication subven-
tion of “Six Minutes in Ber-
lin: Broadcast Spectacle
and Rowing Gold at the
Nazi Olympics,” printed by
University of Illinois Press.

The next deadline for

UMHC Faculty Grants will
be in fall 2016. More infor-
mation, including guide-
lines and the application,
are online.

Seminar for boat crew
members, passengers

The United States Power
Squadrons “Partner in Com-
mand” seminar will be offered
at 4 p.m. Saturday, June 11, at
Sea Dog Restaurant, 26 Front
St. in Bangor, by Penobscot
BaySail andPowerSquadron.

The two-hour seminar will
be of interest to boat crew
members or passengers who
want to know the essential
skills involved in operating a
recreational boat safely, in-
cluding how to respond in an
emergency. Topics will in-
clude an introduction to boat-
ing, understanding anchor-
ing, docking, and navigation,
preparing for bad weather,
first aid and on-board emer-

gencies, communications and
VHF marine radio use, call-
ing for help, signaling equip-
ment, safety and safety equip-
ment, first aid, and starting
and running the engine.

The instructor is Robert
Newman, PhD., a long-time
sail and power boater. Course
fee is $20 per person for non-
members; $15 for members,
including a course book; $25
for two nonmembers and $20
for two members sharing a
course book; or $5 per person
without the course book. Ad-
vance registration is required
by sending an email to penob-
scotbaysquadron@gmail.
com. Payment will be taken
at the door.

The regular squadron
dinner and meeting will fol-
low at 6 p.m., with after-
dinner speaker Cate Cro-
nin, former captain of the
schooner Bowdoin and the
sloop Clearwater, who will
talk about her experiences
as a woman captain. Semi-
nar attendees are welcome.

run our businesses inde-
pendently as neighbors in
the same building.”

With a hoped-for opening
date in the new location at
279 Main St, the Wilsons
will begin to be able to offer
breakfast, lunch and dinner
Wednesday through Satur-
day, and a Sunday brunch
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. In addi-
tion, they will offer a full
bar, as well as catering up-
stairs above the restaurant
space and off-site. That’s a
far cry from the reserva-
tion-only Friday dinners
they’ve been offering for
several years and their Sun-
day brunches, which saw
tables snapped up in a mat-
ter of hours, and folks some-
times waiting outside for
more than an hour, itching
to get a plate of The Bacon
Tree’s acclaimed Eggs
Benedict, pancakes and
homemade doughnuts.

“It’s just a perfect fit,” said
Joan Anderson. “We really get
the best of everything here —
they’re an established busi-
ness that people love, they
need to grow, and we have the
space they can use. And we get
a great restaurant on site. We
couldn’t be happier.”


