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“There was a talkback, so
I positioned myself in the
back row – this was my first
introduction to the audi-
ence of the Penobscot The-
atre – and I waited to see
what was going to happen. I
had never really been up
here before. And what hap-
pened for me was that I
watched a group of hardy
Mainers, a little rough
around the edges, who had
just watched this 2½-hour
play – a very deep, emo-
tional play that’s about,
frankly, very liberal points
of view – and I watched a
conversation take place
among that audience that
was as intuitive to the
themes and conversations
that were taking place in
that play as I’ve ever
heard,” Spencer said.

“The level of sophistica-
tion with which they re-
sponded to it, reacted to it –
I then learned that a very
similar event had taken
place in the Bangor area
[the murder of Charlie How-
ard, a young, gay Bangor
man] and how that struck
an emotional chord with
them. I guess what I’m say-
ing is that listening to that
level of discourse made an
impact on me with regard to
this community and this au-
dience,” Spencer said.

Levy left the company in
2011. Nathan Halvorson
filled in as interim director
before Bari Newport, the
current producing artistic
director, took over.

Spencer’s first produc-
tion with Newport was
“Boeing-Boeing,” which
they both admitted wasn’t
their strongest showing.

“I didn’t know how to
work with you then,” New-
port said to Spencer.

“Plus you were thrown
into the deep end of the
pool; it was your first week
in town,” Spencer added.

Over the years they have
created a collaborative rela-
tionship that helps them en-
vision shows together. Their
work on “Woman in Black”
in 2013 was the beginning of
that relationship.

“We had to figure out
how we were going to use
the set,” Spencer explained.
“That necessitated that

Bari and I get on the phone
and have those conversa-
tions. We blocked the show
together in tandem as direc-
tor and lighting designer. I
think that was the moment
where we saw what we
could do together more than
what we could do apart.”

For “Duck Hunter Shoots
Angel,” a “laugh-out-loud
funny” show, as Spencer
said, the challenge was in
creating a “real” space.

“Under the cloak of an
exceptionally comedic
script, a show that’s very,
very funny, there are a lot
of things going on that are
about human frailty, our re-
lationship with God and
whether or not God exists,”
Spencer said. “I wanted the
place to feel as tangible and
real as possible, because the
truth is, these most poi-
gnant spiritual moments, at
least for me, happen in
these very real places – they
happen in the aisle at the
grocery store.”

With about 30 different
scenes and many challeng-
ing transitions, the difficult
part of this play was creat-
ing the place which would
then transform into differ-
ent spaces.

“By and large it’s a unit
set that doesn’t change, but
it has lots of tricks,” Spen-
cer said.

The set for this show de-
picts an Alabama swamp,
complete with a unique fea-
ture that hasn’t been done
by Newport and Spencer be-
fore – and that Newport in-
sisted on.

“There’s mud. And the
mud doesn’t just sit there –
stuff happens with it,” New-
port said. “I’m obsessed
with action. To act is to do
something. The word the-
ater means ‘the seeing
place’ – so something has to
happen.”

In addition to the mud,
Spencer and Newport want-
ed to create a space that
would mimic movement in
a swamp.

“Bari wanted it to be a
little hard to move around
the space – to traverse.
This space will be filled
with things underfoot,”
Spencer said.

But at the center of it all

was a simple notion, one
that Newport repeated over
and over again and made
sure this production dis-
played: a lot of heart.

“The thing that she is
stressing is – she calls it
heart – I call it human frail-
ty. The humanness of trying
to figure these things out,”
Spencer said. “People find
higher power in communi-
ty. People find higher power
in the very defined idea of a
deity – a god. Other people
find higher power in help-
ing others and being a ser-
vice to other. There are lots
of different places to find it.
And with these rednecks
rolling around in the mud,
being hysterical – to me
that’s the heart of this play.
It’s about finding one’s
sense of greater purpose.”

“Duck Hunter Shoots
Angel” initially was
planned for the February
production slot but was
moved to make room for
“Hair Frenzy,” a world pre-
miere written by local Tra-
vis Baker. Newport insists
on having a comedy in Feb-
ruary – something that will
make people laugh – and
though “Hair Frenzy” cer-
tainly did the trick, she
thinks “Duck Hunter
Shoots Angel” will provide
even more laughs.

“Bari recognizes that
humor is integral to human
nature,” Mary Budd, execu-
tive director of the Penob-
scot Theatre Company, said.

Budd called Newport and
Spencer the unsung heroes
of the show, who work to
bring it all together for
months before its showing.

“Production hinges on
their vision,” Budd said.
“It’s our hope that this will
reach a wide audience of
the uninitiated theater-goer
but also that our longstand-
ing subscribers and highly
discriminating theater-go-
ers will see the beauty of
this as well.”

“Duck Hunter Shoots
Angel” will show at the
Bangor Opera House from
April 28 to May 15, 2016.
Tickets can be purchased at
boxoffice.printtixusa.com/
penobscot/eventcalendar,
by phone at 207-942-3333 or
at the box office.
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The Clark family of
Brewer has electricity
coursing through its sys-
tem. Not literally, of course,
but professionally — there
are now three generations
of electricians and electri-
cal engineers in the family.

Ben Clark, who will grad-
uate this Saturday from the
University of Maine with a
degree in electrical engi-
neering, will follow in his
father and grandfather’s
footsteps when he starts a
new job in Massachusetts
next week. But his fascina-
tion with how electrical
power works started very
young, naturally.

“My dad is an electrician,
and he did that for a long
time with his own business
before going to work for
UMaine,” said Clark, who
turned 23 last week. “At

UMaine he managed to get
his electrical engineering de-
greeaftereightyearsthrough
the free classes offered for
being an employee. I knew
that’s what I wanted to do.”

Clark, who was home-
schooled and received his
GED in 2012, initially want-
ed to go into the military,
but later decided to get his
electrician’s license at East-
ern Maine Community Col-
lege. The head of the pro-
gram at EMCC told Clark
that he should instead en-
roll in the school’s two-year
electrical automation pro-
gram — which transfers di-
rectly into UMaine’s electri-
cal engineering program.

“Seeing my dad go
through UMaine, I decided
that that was really a smart
move,” said Clark.

Though Clark will be
moving out of state soon for
his first post-college job as
an engineer, he hopes to re-

turn to Maine someday —
perhaps to start a business
with his father and his two
younger brothers, who are
also considering going into
electrical engineering.

“I didn’t want to contrib-
ute to Maine’s brain drain,
but this was an opportunity
too good to pass up… and
who knows what might hap-
pen. You can always get a
good job in electricity,” said
Clark. “People will always
need utilities. We have four
or five other electrician in
our family besides my dad.
My grandfather grew up in
the Depression, and he need-
ed work that was consistent.
This is that kind of job.”

Clark attributes his suc-
cess to his hard work.

“I don’t my consider
myself very smart, but I’m
a hard worker,” said
Clark. “I don’t do well on
tests, but I’ll get all the
credit for homework.”

UMelectrical engineering grad
following in grandfather’s footsteps

Quilt raffle to benefit
music programs at
Reeds Brook

HAMPDEN — Quilt raffle
to benefit Reeds Brook Mid-
dle School music programs
ticket sales end May 20.
Drawing is May 24.

The quilt is a 62 by 76-inch
pink and purple Atkinson
Design pattern of Popsicle
Sticks handmade and donat-
ed by Anne Worthley.

Tickets $5 for two or $10
for 5.

Visit sites.google.com/
site/rbmsmusicboosters to
print out form needed to
purchase tickets, which
also will be sold at Edythe
Dyer Library.

OrringtonHistorical
Society to hear
programonDavid
Swett’s record books

O R R I N G T O N —
Orrington Historical Society
will meet 6:30-8 p.m. Tues-
day, May 17, at First United
Methodist Church of Or-
rington, 14 Center Drive,
with a program on David

Swett’s 12 historical record
books. Refreshments and fel-
lowship to follow.

Motorcycle ride to
benefit Literacy
Volunteers of Bangor

BANGOR — Memorial
Day weekend brings area
motorcyclists food, fun, and
a chance to win big prizes to
benefit a local cause. On
Saturday, May 28th, motor-
cycle enthusiasts are invit-
ed to take part in Leathers
for Literacy, an 80-mile ride
to bene f i t L i t e racy
Volunteers of Bangor.

The route takes riders to
Milo and Dover-Foxcroft and
ends in Hermon at Central
Maine Harley-Davidson,
where the fun continues at
the dealer’s open house. The
event features lunch, enter-
tainment by Bee Bop Bob DJ
Service, and ice cream with
Darling’s Ice Cream Truck
for a Cause. A raffle is in-
cluded with more than 20
items, including an over-
night stay at Hollywood Ca-
sino, a kayak, and several
gift certificates to area busi-
nesses. All proceeds go to Lit-
eracy Volunteers.

Susan Gaspar, a tutor with

Literacy Volunteers and a
motorcycle enthusiast, has
organized this ride for the
past three years. Since 2012,
Susan has tutored a woman
who wanted to improve her
reading so that she could be
more active in her commu-
nity and feel better about
herself. “I’ve combined two
pastimes that I love: being a
tutor and riding motorcycles.
I see this ride as a way bikers
can do their part to put the
brakes on low adult litera-
cy,” Gasper said.

Interested riders are en-
couraged to pre-register and
find more information at
lvbangor.org/ride.

The Ride has a suggested
donation of $15/bike. Riders
are encouraged to ask
friends and other contacts
to sponsor them; a pledge
form is also available on the
website. Registration be-
gins at 9 a.m. on the Bangor
Waterfront and riders put
up their kickstands at 10:30
a.m. Literacy Volunteers of
Bangor helps roughly 300
adults each year with their
literacy and education
goals. These free, individu-
alized services are available
through the help of hun-
dreds of volunteers and pri-
vate donations.


