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By providing checkups
and cleanings, diagnosing
and treating ear and eye
problems, taking and test-
ing blood, administering
vaccines, cleaning and
treating wounds, and help-
ing with sterilization sur-
geries, the students were
able to help support the
health and well-being of
these dogs.

The group also spent
one week at the Elephant
Nature Park in northern
Thailand to work hands-on
with the animals and learn
about animal rescue and
conservation on a larger
scale. The Elephant Na-
ture Park is home to more
than 40 elephants who
have been rescued from
trekking, logging, or
forced breeding programs.
Many of them have been
abused and suffer from
chronic injuries.

The elephants at the El-
ephant Nature Park are
cared for by volunteers
from all over the world.
Students were able to feed,
bathe, and care for ele-
phants, as well as learn
about their diagnoses
alongside an elephant vet-
erinarian. The Elephant
Nature Park also is home
to more than 400 dogs and
100 cats, as well as rabbits
and water buffalo, and is
sustained in huge part by
the work of weekly volun-
teers like Parent.

Loop Abroad has pro-
grams for students and
young adults ages 14-30,
and offers financial aid
and fundraising help to
make their trips accessible
to the greatest number of
students. Interested par-
ticipants can inquire or
apply at www.Loop-
Abroad.com.

“This experience has
changed my life for the
better. The feeling you get
from helping an animal in
need is a feeling everyone
should have at least once
in their life. I feel so
blessed,” said Parent
about her experience.

Bangor passes smoking ban in parks geared towards kids
BY NICK MCCREA
OF THE BDN STAFF

Bangor residents and
visitors will have to be
more careful about where
they light up their next
cigarette.

Bangor city councilors
on Monday night ap-
proved a ban on smoking
in city parks that in-
cludes playgrounds,
swimming pools, ball
fields and other ameni-
ties geared toward chil-
dren. The move, which
was approved 8-1, was in-
tended to protect children
and families from the ef-
fects of secondhand
smoke and promote gen-
eral public health, sup-
porters said.

That vote followed a
lengthy discussion dur-
ing which Councilor Gi-
bran Graham hoped to
amend the proposed ban
to include all the city’s
parks, except Bangor Mu-
nicipal Golf Course. A
community member who
brought the idea forward
originally proposed an
all-out ban in all city
parks, which would have
included about 40 areas

across the city, but that
proposal was scaled back
during committee discus-
sions to only include
those frequented by chil-
dren.

The effort to reinstate
the total ban fell in a nar-
row 5-4 decision.

Councilor Ben Sprague,
who voted against the
total ban, argued that the
council could always add
parks and public spaces
to the list included under
the ban in the future.

“The personal liberty
of someone who is smok-
ing does not supersede
the liberty of families and
others who want to enjoy
the outdoors to do so in a
smoke-free environ-
ment,” Sprague said.

Councilor David Neal-
ley opposed either ban,
arguing they would be
impossible for police to
enforce.

“Pragmatically, it’s not
really enforceable,” he
said. “We’ve got higher
priority things for the
city’s police force to be
working on.”

The ban includes ciga-
rettes, cigars and pipes,
as well as electronic

smoking devices.
Tracy Willette, Ban-

gor’s parks and recre-
ation director, said signs
would be installed at the
parks included in the or-
dinance.

“City parks are a place
to promote exercise and
play, so we have to ask

where smoking belongs
in that space -- it doesn’t,”
Bangor resident Pete
Hansen told the council.
Other supporters at the
meeting said they hoped
the move would cut down
on cigarette butt litter at
these parks as well.

Councilors hinted

there could be discus-
sions in the future about
whether the ban should
be extended to other pub-
lic spaces, such as West
Market Square down-
town.

Follow Nick McCrea on
Twitter at @nmccrea213.
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Children play a game during a Bangor Parks and Recreation summer program on July
11 at the 14th Street School in Bangor.

OronoBrewingCompanyopenssecondBangor location
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE BDN STAFF

Orono Brewing Compa-
ny, the two-year-old craft
brewery based out of
Orono, on Thursday, Aug.
25 opened the doors at its
second location at 26
State St.

The new Bangor spot
will feature many of the
same things on tap at the
flagship Orono spot — a
selection of rotating OBC
beers, available as pints
as well as flights served
on paddles and in growl-
ers to go. The street level
floor will hold the tasting
room, while the basement
will be where OBC Brew-
master Asa Marsh-Sachs
creates a pilot brewery, a
barreling room, and a
new Wild Beer program,
utilizing wild yeasts to
create the popular, often
sour-tasting, experimen-
tal beers.

To celebrate the grand
opening, OBC is doing a
can release at the Orono

tasting room, with cans of
Ozone IPA and Lightning
Tree IPA available, with
a one case per variety
limit per customer.

The renovation of 26
State St. by OBC owners
Heather and Abe Furth
and Mark Horton has
been in the works for
about a year, with the
Furths purchasing the
1911 building in Sept. 2015
and undertaking exten-
sive renovations to the
space almost immediate-
ly, gutting all four floors
of the narrow building
and installing new stairs,
new floors and a complete
redo of the building’s fa-
cade, among other fixes.

During the renovation
process, it was discov-
ered that not only was the
building the former home
of Bangor Cigar Manufac-
turing Co., but that there
were a number of relics
left over from the former
business, some of which
have been incorporated
into the design. The upper

three floors will hold one
loft-style apartment each,
which will be on the mar-
ket for rental soon.

Hours at the new OBC
location will be 3 p.m. to

close Monday-Friday and
at noon on Saturday and
Sunday. For more infor-
mation, like Orono Brew-
ing Company on Face-
book.
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Owner Abe Furth announced the opening of the new Orono Brewing Company Bangor
location in May 2016, at an event at the Orono location.

UMaine grad student’s art featured onNOAA climate report
COURTESY UMAINE

Art created by University
of Maine graduate student
Jill Pelto is featured on the
cover of an international cli-
mate report compiled by the
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration.

Pelto’s environmental art-
work appears on the front
and back of the State of the
Climate in 2015, an interna-
tional, peer-reviewed publi-
cation released each summer
as a supplement to the Bulle-
tin of the American Meteoro-
logical Society. The annual
summary of the global cli-
mate is compiled by NOAA’s
Center for Weather and Cli-
mate at the National Centers
for Environmental Informa-
tion and is based on contri-
butions from scientists from
around the world.

The report provides a de-
tailed update on global cli-
mate indicators, notable
weather events, and other
data collected by environ-
mental monitoring stations
and instruments located on
land, water, ice and in space.

The front cover features
Pelto’s piece, “Landscape of

Change,” which uses data
about sea level rise, glacier
volume decline, higher glob-
al temperatures, and the in-
creasing use of fossil fuels.
The data lines compose a
landscape shaped by the
changing climate, “a world
in which we are now living,”
according to Pelto.

“Salmon Population De-
cline” is on the back of the re-
port and uses population data
about the Coho species in the
Puget Sound, Washington, to
depict the struggle the popula-
tion is facing as their spawn-
ing habitat declines.

Pelto graduated from
UMaine in December with a
double major in Earth science
and studio art, as well as hon-
ors. In the fall, she will return
to UMaine to pursue a mas-
ter’s degree in the School of
Earth and Climate Sciences.

During graduate school,
she plans to work with geol-
ogy professor Brenda Hall on
a paleoclimate research proj-
ect that will include five
weeks in the Antarctic.

“I am looking forward to
the experience of working on
an intensive research project
and paper for my master’s. I

know it will be a really re-
warding and challenging two
years,” Pelto says.

This summer, Pelto par-
ticipated in the Rozalia Proj-
ect, a program that protects
and cleans the ocean using
technology, innovation, solu-
tions-based research and en-
gaging STEM programs. She
spent a week onboard the
project’s 60-foot sailing re-
search vessel; cleaning the
ocean and educating others
about the work.

For the eighth consecutive
year, she also spent part of
her summer working with
the North Cascade Glacier
Climate Project. The pro-
gram is led by her father, a
professor of environmental
science at Nichols College in
Massachusetts.

“This is a project my fa-
ther, Dr. Mauri Pelto, started
— and still runs — when he
was working on his Ph.D. at
UMaine in the ’80s,” she
says. “It is a long-term moni-
toring project of a series of
glaciers in the North Cas-
cades in Washington state.”

In the past year, reports
about Pelto and her artwork
have been published by

local and national news or-
ganizations, including Cli-
mate Central, Public Radio
International, PBS News-
Hour and Bangor Daily
News. Actor Leonardo Di-
Caprio also shared Pelto’s
art on his official Instagram
account, which focuses on
climate issues. Most recent-

ly she was featured in Na-
tional Geographic as part of
the series, “20 Under 30: The
Next Generation of National
Park Leaders.”

Pelto says now that she has
professionally begun an art
career, sheplans toworkasan
artist for the rest of her life.

“I will always be involved

in the sciences, but I don’t yet
know the degree to which my
work will entail being a re-
search scientist or a scientist
communicating art,” she says.

Pelto’s artwork also was
featured on the cover of the
2015 issue of MINERVA, a
publication of the UMaine
Honors College.
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“Landscape of Change” by Jill Pelto.
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Volunteers help unload cars at Cumberland Hall during
Maine Hello on Friday at the University of Maine in Orono.
The university welcomed its largest class of first-years.
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