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BDN Maine Business

Development Manager &
Beach to Beacon Participant

Join The Team!
Now Hiring Carriers in Multiple Locations.

Call 1-800-432-7964.
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UMEgreets bigger class
BDN STAFF

ORONO — The Univer-
sity of Maine began wel-
coming its largest incom-
ing class on Friday — 2,300
students — in preparation
for the start of classes for
the fall semester on Mon-
day.

In this year’s incoming
class, 56 percent of the
students are from Maine
and 44 percent are from
out of state, according to a
university press release.
The number of in-state
students is comparable to
last year, while there has
been significant growth in
the number of incoming
out-of-state students, the
release states.

UMaine’s incoming
class is projected to bring
overall enrollment of un-
dergraduates and gradu-
ate students to over 11,000,
with more out-of-state stu-
dents than ever before —
30 percent.

Arriving on campus,
members of the Class of
2020 and their families
were greeted Friday by
hundreds of UMaine com-
munity volunteers on
hand to answer questions
and help move students’
belongings into their resi-
dence hall rooms. The
welcome, known as Maine
Hello, is a UMaine tradi-
tion that is part of the
First Year Experience on
campus.

Also part of the First

Year Experience for stu-
dents: the seventh annual
Welcome Weekend Day of
Service on Aug. 27, when
more than 2,000 new stu-
dents are expected to vol-
unteer for community
projects, coordinated by
UMaine’s Bodwell Center
for Service and Volun-
teerism. The day will be
capped by the President’s
Annual Dinner on the
Mall and a Traditions cer-
emony in Alfond Stadium
for the Class of 2020.

“Enrollment growth

Enrollment increaseswith help of out-of-state students

ASHLEY L. CONTI | BDN

Volunteers help unload cars at Cumberland Hall during Maine Hello recently at the
University of Maine in Orono. The university welcomed its largest class of first-year
students.

continues to be a key pri-
ority for the university,
and this past year saw
important progress, with
increased interest in
UMaine among out-of-
state students,” said Jef-
frey Hecker, executive
vice president for aca-
demic affairs and pro-
vost. “As Maine’s public
research university serv-
ing the state, our ongoing
commitment is to aca-
demic quality and an en-
gaged student experi-
ence.”

At the graduate level,
new students who have
confirmed acceptance
into master’s and doctor-
al programs are up 20 per-
cent and 4 percent, re-
spectively, over the same
time last year, according
to the university.

Enrollment growth con-
tinues in UMaine’s Signa-
ture Areas of Excellence,
including engineering,
marine sciences, forestry
and the environment, and
the Honors College, ac-
cording to the release.

Bridgenamed
inhonorof
businessman
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — The Inter-
state 95 overpass on Essex
Street was officially re-
named the Brent Cross
Bridge in honor of the late
Bangor businessman and
civic leader during a cere-
mony that drew many of his
family and friends on Fri-
day, August 26.

Bangor City Councilor
Joe Perry testified in Feb-
ruary before the Maine
House of Representatives’
Transportation Committee
in support of renaming the
span, and it was later ap-
proved and passed by the
Legislature, according to a
news release issued by the
city. The Essex Street over-
pass bridge was one Cross
used frequently during his
regular travel.

“Brent was my personal
friend and a friend to our en-
tire community,” Perry said
in the release. “The bridge is
a symbol of how well he
brought people together.”

Cross died of cancer last
November at age 58. He
was executive vice presi-
dent at Cross Insurance
Agency, a Bangor-based
firm owned by his family.
He started his career there
in 1979, working for his fa-
ther, Woodrow, who found-
ed the company. Cross In-
surance now has more
than 35 locations across
New England and more
than 700 employees.

He was an active and
well-known member of the
Bangor community who
worked to improve the city
through volunteerism, out-
reach and resources, ac-
cording to the release. He
was a member of several
local organizations, includ-
ing founding president of
the Bangor Breakfast Rota-
ry and inductee of the Hus-
son Business Hall of Fame.
He represented and advo-
cated not only for Bangor
but for the entire state of
Maine during his travels,
the release stated.

PCHC
Opens
Dental
Clinic

BY KATHERINE THOMAS
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

PCHC Dental Center
and Downeast Elementary
School have partnered to
offer students in-school
dental care during the
school year. Starting this
fall, a licensed dentist and
registered dental hygien-
ist from PCHC Dental Cen-
ter will offer preventive
care (cleanings, x-rays,
exams, sealants, and fluo-
ride) and basic restorative
care (fillings and extrac-
tions) for students at the
school. Dental appoint-
ments will be scheduled
around the students’ aca-
demic schedules in order
to minimize disruptions to
their school routines.

The project arose out of
concern for student access

to regular dental care. Out
of consideration for par-
ents’ busy work schedules,
lack of transportation, or
other factors, the decision
was made to establish a
dental clinic in the school
to improve access for stu-
dents. PCHC received
grant funding from the
Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration
(HRSA), as well as Ronald
McDonald House Chari-
ties of Maine to support
the program.

Angela Chase, Executive
Practice Director, PCHC
Dental Center, states, “We
are very excited to be given
this opportunity to work
with the Downeast School,

its students and their fami-
lies. It is our hope to re-
move some of the barriers
to care that face our com-
munity.”

Dr. Betsy Webb, Super-
intendent of Bangor
Schools, states, “The Ban-
gor School Department
has been working for sev-
eral years with PCHC to
find solutions for stu-
dents requiring dental
care. We are thrilled
PCHC was able to secure
grant funding to bring a
portable dental clinic to
the Downeast School in
order to serve more stu-
dents. Quality dental care
is critical for one’s well-
being, which ultimately

has an impact on our stu-
dents’ ability to learn and
achieve.”

PCHC Dental Center
has skilled and caring
staff who work to prevent
and treat a range of dental
health issues. They will
be working with parents
and families to enroll stu-
dents during the
Downeast Elementary
School’s upcoming open
house, as well as with
back-to-school paper-
work. For more informa-
tion about the program,
please call PCHC Dental
Center at 207-992-2152.

This post was contrib-
uted by a community
member.

COURTESY OF PCHC

PCHC to Open Dental Clinic for Students at Downeast School.

‘MostlyMaine’
writers inConcert

ORONO — Grammy-nom-
inated and internationally
recognized mezzo-soprano
D’Anna Fortunato will cele-
brate Maine composers in a
Sept. 23 concert at the Uni-
versity of Maine School of
Performing Arts.

Taking the Minsky Recit-
al Hall stage with Fortunato
for the 7:30 p.m., “Mostly
Maine Composers” concert
will be Peter H. Bloom, mul-
tiple flutes; Thomas Hill,
clarinet; and Mary Jane Ru-
pert, piano and harp.

Tickets are $9, or free
with a valid student Maine-
Card, and available online.
For more information or to
request a disability accom-
modation, call 207.581.4703.

The performance also will
be held at 3 p.m., Sept. 24 at
the University of Maine at
Augusta.

The program will be a trib-
ute to composer and Bow-
doin College professor emeri-
tus Elliott Schwartz in his
80th year, and will honor
other Maine composers: Beth
Wiemann, Richard Nelson,
Elizabeth Vercoe and Mi-
chael Viens. The Maine com-

posers will be on hand to in-
troduce their pieces and dis-
cuss the music in an infor-
mal post-concert Q&A.

The unique program will
feature the premiere of
“Dividend” (2016, for voice,
flute, clarinet and piano),
written for the occasion by
Wiemann, chair of the
Music Department at
UMaine School of Perform-
ing Arts. Also being per-
formed: “Souvenir for Clari-
net and Piano” (1990) and
“Soliloquy III for Solo Flute”
(2015, written for Peter H.
Bloom) by Schwartz; “Play
of Light” (2010, for Bloom
and Rupert: flute, piccolo,
bass flute, and harp) by
Richard Nelson, professor of
music at the University of
Maine at Augusta; “Ah,
Winged Muse” and other
songs by Michael Viens; “As
It Fell Upon a Day” for
(voice, flute, and clarinet) by
Aaron Copland; “Kleema-
tion” (2003, flute and piano)
by Elizabeth Vercoe and
“Four Fragments from the
Canterbury Tales” (voice,
flute, clarinet, and piano) by
Lester Trimble.

LINDA COAN O’KRESIK | BDN

Woodrow Cross II and Whitney Cross, children of the
late Brent Cross, walk over the bridge that was named
after their father during a ceremony recently.

School and
hygienists
team up for
oral health


