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“Greetings from Bangor
Maine” mugs, T-shirts
and postcards

The brightly colored
“Greetings from Bangor
Maine” mural that graces
the side of the McGuire
building in downtown
since Fall 2014 is already
an icon of the Queen City.
Now you can own a little
piece of it with the mugs
($14), T-shirts ($22) and
postcards ($1.50) avail-
able at The Rock & Art
Shop on Central Street.
Proceeds will benefit the
Beautification Commit-
tee of the Downtown Ban-
gor Partnership.

Char Chiarito Designs
This Carmel resident

makes ingeniously repur-
posed jewelry and accesso-
ries out of truly unique
things, whether it’s a rock
n’ roll necklace made from
Scrabble squares, bracelets
made from old computer
parts, earrings made from
guitar picks, or purses
made from cigar boxes.
Char Chiarito-Childs calls
it “upcycled and wearable
art.” Presently, her work is
available at Retro Swagger
in downtown Bangor; she
also sells at craft fairs and
can be found on Facebook.

Beer, wine and cider
from local breweries

We’re right in the thick
of the Bangor beer renais-
sance, so for an affordable
treat, pick up a six pack or
big bottle from either
Geaghan’s Brothers Brew-
ing, Penobscot Bay Brew-
ery/Winterport Winery,
Friar’s Brewhouse, Black

Bear Brewery or Sea Dog
Brewing Company, all of
which bottle and sell locally
at places like Bangor Wine
& Cheese Company, Swett’s
Hogan Road Deli and State
Street Wine Cellar in Ban-
gor, Burby & Bates in Orono
or Tiller & Rye in Brewer.

Maine Shellware mugs,
jewelry, ornaments and
cutlery

Get a piece of the Maine
ocean with Maine Shellware
products, all of which are
made in Bangor by Nicole
and Michelle Klam. Shells
are crafted into a unique,
mottled material used to
decorate and array of ob-
jects, including lobster picks
($14) and crackers ($25), or-
naments ($18), bracelets and
earrings ($20) and one of its
most popular items, travel
mugs ($20). Available at Re-
becca’s, Giacomo’s and at
the Natural Living Center in
Bangor, Tiller & Rye in
Brewer and Old Paddy Hol-
low in Holden.

NyNy’s Nest crocheted
items

Levant grandmother
Chrystal Adams crochets all
sorts of adorable things for
her five grandchildren. Her
oldest grandson nicknamed
her NyNy, and it stuck. She
specializes in one-of-a-kind,
handmade crocheted crafts
for babies and toddlers. She
the most darling little chil-
dren’s clothing, including
booties ($15) sweet animal-
themed hats ($15-$30), toddler
purses ($20), blankets ($20)
and cardigans ($35). They are
available by ordering via Ny-
nysNest@gmail.com, or at
Maine Cloth Diaper Compa-
ny in downtown Bangor.

Ken’s Wicked Good Lip
Balm

If your smoochers are feel-
ing a little dry and cracked,
look no further than Ken’s
Wicked Good Lip Balm,
made in Brewer with avoca-

do oil and mango butter by
Ken White, in nine yummy
flavors including chocolate,
raspberry, pina colada and
Christmas peppermint. You
can buy locally at just $4 a
stick at Huckleberries Gift
Shop in Brewer.

Savour Chocolatiers
In her Veazie chocolate

kitchen, Kim Dagher makes
to-die-for treats that any
candy lover will crave. Truf-
fles, caramels, brittles, tof-
fees and chocolates are
made using premium Bel-
gian and Swiss chocolates
and natural ingredients.
You can buy these goodies
— priced between $3 and
$16, as well as larger spe-
cialty boxes — at Rebecca’s,
Bangor Wine & Cheese Com-
pany, Frank’s Bakery and
Sweet Stuff at the Bangor
Mall, all in Bangor, as well
as at the EMMC and St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital gift shops.

Todd’s Salsa
When he’s not letting

folks in Eastern Maine
known what the weather’s
going to be like, WABI me-
teorologist Todd Simcox is
a salsa man. Todd’s Salsa,
available at Hannafords,
Tradewinds, Ledbetter’s,
Dysarts and many other lo-
cations, is priced at just $5
and is available in mild, me-
dium, hot, habanero, pine-
apple, chipotle or maple fla-
vors; there’s also his new
Inner Beauty hot sauce,
priced at $9.

Champion the Cure-na-
ments

In Aug. 2014, 5-year-old
Tyler Priest participated in
EMMC’s Champion the
Cure Challenge to raise
money for local cancer re-
search. In Dec. 2014, Tyler
started selling handmade
Christmas ornaments,
called “Champion the Cure-
naments,” for $5 each, rais-
ing $1500 in total. Tyler, now
6, is making ornaments

again this year, for sale at
the Old Town Recreation
Department during busi-
ness hours, and at Old Town
High School, 6:15-7 p.m. Dec.
10, Bangor High School 2:15-
3 p.m. Dec. 13, Governor’s
Restaurant in Old Town 4-8
p.m Dec. 15, and Old Town
Elementary School, 6:15-7
p.m. Dec. 16 and 17.

Dichroic glass by Glass
Orchid

This Frankfort-based stu-
dio creates brilliantly colored
dichroic glass items, includ-
ing a $20 tin of lovely magnets
for the fridge. They also make
earrings, bracelets, necklaces
and other jewelry, starting at
$22 and going up. Glass Or-
chid products are available
online at their Etsy shop, and
at glassorchids.com.

Eye Catching Jewelry
Charm bracelets, charm

earrings and necklaces and
fun, funky keychains are the
main things Apryl Stanley of
Corinth-based Eye Catching
Jewelry makes. Her earrings
and bracelets, priced around
$20, and her keychains,
priced around $6.50, are
available to purchase online
at eyecatchingjewelry.com
or in stores at Rebecca’s in
Bangor, the Old Town Trad-
ing Post, or Van Raymond
Outfitters in Brewer.

Savage & Sons Coffee
Small-batch roasted coffee,

made right in Bangor by local
boy Jeff Savage. We’re pretty
sure that it’s that — not mass-
produced stuff — that’s the
best part of waking up. You
can buy one of Savage’s deli-
cious, fair-trade blends at
Hannaford Supermarkets, or
at local stores like Rebecca’s
or Van Raymond Outfitters.

Gentle Meadow Goat
Farm body products

For a locally-sourced treat
that’ll leave you feeling soft and
sweet-smelling, try the hand-
crafted products from Gentle

Meadow Goat Farm in Winter-
port, Soaps and lotions made
from all-natural goat milk,
priced at between $5 and $15 for
most items. It’s available online
at theirEtsyshop,orat theCre-
atively Maine pop-up shop in
downtown Bucksport through
the end of December.

3 Legged Dog cards and
prints

Lyndsey Marston Mon-
roe creates bold, charming
prints of animals, plants
and household items, ele-
vating simple things to the
iconic. She’s got lots of
cards, as well as a number
of 8x10 prints for $15 and
11x14 prints for $25. For the
animal lover in your life, 3
Legged Dog prints are a
winner. They are available
at the Creatively Maine
pop-up shop in Bucksport,
at Daffodils, also in Buck-
sport, and on the 3 Legged
Dog Etsy store online.

Maine Scents and Sea-
sons candles and pot-
pourri

The Creatively Maine pop-
up in Bucksport shines a spot-
light on a local artisan —
candles, potpourri and other
nice-smelling things made by
Maine Scents and Seasons,
based out of Hampden. Make
your home smell like apple
pie, the Maine woods or cran-
berries and spice, in an all-
natural, locally-made alterna-
tive to chemical-based scents
at big box stores. Available at
Creatively Maine or by email-
ing mainescentsandseason@
gmail.com.

Studio Three 14 jewelry
and ornaments

Made locally by a mother,
father and daughter in Mil-
ford, take your pick of either
gorgeous glass Christmas or-
naments ($20), sweet little
earrings ($14) or an assort-
ment of rings, bracelets and
other jewelry items, as well as
home decor. Available at Cre-
atively Maine in Bucksport

through the end of December.
Books by local authors

Local authors published a
number of wonderful books
this year, including Ardeana
Hamlin’s “The Havener Sis-
ters” (Hampden), Richard
Shaw and Brian Swartz’s
“Legendary Locals of Ban-
gor” (Bangor) and Douglas
Coffin’s children’s book
“One Maine Christmas Eve”
(Stockton Springs). Avail-
able where books are sold.

New England Cupboard
products

Did you know that
Bakewell Cream — legend-
ary for its assistance in mak-
ing sky-high biscuits — is
made right here in the Ban-
gor area? New England Cup-
board, which manufactures
in Hermon, makes Bakewell
Cream, as well as an assort-
ment of baking mixes, spice
rubs, dip mixes and dog treat
mixes. Almost everything is
priced between $5 and $10,
and it’s available at Han-
naford and other grocery
stores through the region.

Madder Root tea towels
and bags

For the sweetest looking
holiday table around, Chris-
tina from Madder Root in Old
Town makes gorgeous, hand-
printed linen tableware, as
well as tote bags, inspired by
nature. Prices start at $11 and
go up; Madder Roots products
are available on their Etsy.
com store online, and at The
Rock & Art Shop in Bangor.

Blueberry ware mugs
Available exclusively at

Rebecca’s in downtown
Bangor, the folks at the
Creative Arts Center in
Brewer make charming,
lightweight-yet-durable
ceramic blueberry-deco-
rated ware, including
mugs that are especially
ideal for toasty hot bever-
ages in the middle of win-
ter. Priced at just $9,
they’re affordable, too.

New vintage shop Retro Swagger opens in downtown Bangor
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

After moving home to
Bangor from Sarasota, Flor-
ida, one year ago, Annie
Mae Gamber and her
daughter, 17-year-old Raven
Rhiannon, and partner,
Peter Hansen, decided to
open a business — one that
reflected their hip, unique
taste in fashion, music, art
and pop culture.

“I just missed all my
family and friends so
much,” said Annie Mae, a
Bangor native. “I’m really
glad to be home… opening
a business was just a nat-
ural progression, after
moving here.”

“Although we didn’t move
here for the cold,” piped in
the green-haired Rhiannon.

Now, after more than six

months of redecorating
and careful collecting,
Retro Swagger, the fami-
ly’s new vintage shop, has
opened at 10 Harlow St.,
just across the street from
Pepino’s on Park Street.
The shop sells gently used
clothing, select vintage
items, and jewelry and ac-
cessories made by local ar-
tisans, with more vintage
items arriving weekly.

“I’ve always loved vin-
tage shopping. I love thrift
stores. I love getting a good
deal,” said Annie Mae Gam-
ber. “There’s a lot of stuff
that catches my eye. I love
that retro look.”

Retro Swagger special-
izes in classic t-shirts, in-
cluding movie-themed
and punk rock shirts dis-
played on the walls.
Annie Mae makes some-

thing called “tee-skirts”
— T-shirts onto which
she sews a fun short skirt,
creating a funky looking
dress. Daughter Rhian-
non models the tee-skirts
and other clothing items
up on the website; all
those items will soon be
available to purchase on-
line as well as in the shop,
at retroswagger.com.

Also available at Retro
Swagger are unique, recy-
cled jewelry made by Carm-
el artisan Char Chiarito, in-
cluding rock-themed neck-
laces made from Scrabble
tiles and movie-themed
necklaces made from domi-
no tiles, among others.
There’s also a selection of
trucker hats, some vinyl re-
cords, and a fully functional
1980s arcade game.

The family said that even

thoughthey’veonlybeenopen
for a few weeks, the overall
response from the downtown
community has been over-
whelmingly positive.

“The first thing we no-
ticed once we started
working on the business
was how close-knit and
friendly the downtown
business community was,”
said Peter Hansen, who
runs his own graphic de-
sign company from an of-
fice below the shop, as well
as maintains the Retro
Swagger website. “We just
felt extremely welcomed
by everyone.”

Retro Swagger, located
at 10 Harlow St., is open
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Mondays through Satur-
days. For more informa-
tion, call 942-0004 or visit
retroswagger.com.
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Annie Mae Gamber, at left with her daughter Raven,
opened Retro Swagger in downtown Bangor in late
November, selling vintage clothes, jewelry and other
retro-themed items.


