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“The event relies heavi-
ly on the strength of the
artistic and creative com-
munity in Bangor and we
are looking for more ways
to showcase that as part of
Countdown each year,”
said Shorette.

For instance, the Union
Street Brick Church will
host a show featuring a
number of local rock
bands including indie
rockers Vaughn and They
Called Me Legion, emo
and hardcore bands Glass
Canyon, Back 2 Reality,
Dear Father and Lock-
down. Bands start at 6:30
p.m. and go until 11 p.m.

Also new will be come-
dy performances from two
local groups, including
The Focus Group, well-
known for their monthly
improv comedy shows in
Brewer, which will per-
form at 8 and 9:30 p.m. at
58 Main St, the storefront
next door to Nocturnem
Drafthaus, in between
their sets, bluegrass group
The Salt River boys will
perform. Meanwhile, Her
Majesty’s Cabaret, a Ban-
gor-based sketch comedy
group, will perform at 9
and at 10:15 p.m. at The
Rock & Art Shop on Cen-
tral Street.

Old favorites set to per-
form again at the Count-
down include the Bangor
Symphony Orchestra’s On
The Town string quartet,
taking a break from the
Bangor Public Library
due to the construction
and instead performing at
the Central Gallery at 9
and 11 p.m., sponsored by
Bangor Greendrinks. The
Juke Rockets Blues Band
will also perform two sets
beginning at 8 p.m. at
Bagel Central.

In West Market
Square, a stage and a
partially heated dance
floor will be set up fea-
turing a kid’s dance from
4 to 6 p.m., geared to-
wards kids aged 4 to 8.
From 6 p.m. onwards, DJ
Push/Shove will play
dance hits, and there
will be music from blues
and soul artist Stesha
Cano and rock band the
Trendy Robots until just
before the ball drops.

For younger revelers,
the University of Maine

Museum of Art will offer
crown making for all ages
from 6 to 8 p.m., and the
Maine Discovery Museum
will be open late until 8
p.m., with a magic show
from Danny Baker, a live
animal show, face paint-
ing, hat and noisemaker
making and a multi-lin-
gual parade through the
museum at 6 p.m. (this
event requires standard
Maine Discovery Museum
admission fees).

All of the above events
— with the exception of
the live outdoor perfor-
mances and the actual
countdown in West Mar-
ket Square — can be at-
tended by purchasing an
official Countdown but-
ton. Advance purchase
buttons are $5 online at
countdownbangor.com,
and day of buttons are
available for $8 at all par-
ticipating Countdown
venues.

There are several events
happening that are not
part of the official Count-
down festivities, but are
still part of the New Year’s
Eve fun. They include the
Penobscot Theatre Com-
pany’s production of
“Piece of Her Heart: A
Tribute to Janis,” a live
musical tribute to Janis
Joplin featuring local mu-
sicians and acclaimed art-
ist Karen Irwin; perfor-
mance are at 6 and 9 p.m.
at the Bangor Opera
House, and tickets are $42
each. There will be an
organ and piano concert
by Robert and Nancy Lud-
wig at 7 p.m. at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, located
225 French St., followed by
a festive reception; dona-
tions benefit Bangor Area
Homeless Shelter.

Finally, there’s of
course music at local bars
and other venues, includ-
ing The Rotating Taps at
Nocturnem Drafthaus, the
Allison Ames Band at Hol-
lywood Casino, Dean Ford
and the Keepsakes at the
Downunder Lounge at
Seasons Restaurant, Da-
kota at the Penobscot
Pourhouse, Tomorrow
Morning at Paddy Mur-
phy’s and Nash Vegas at
the Sea Dog Brewing Com-
pany — most of which will
take a break around 11:45
to head outside to watch
the ball drop, and say
hello to 2016.

Ed note: Emily Burnham,
the writer of this article, is a
member of Her Majesty’s
Cabaret.

‘Hannah hugs’ raise funds for local
musician injured in car accident
BY BILL TROTTER
OF THE BDN STAFF

Hannah Somers-Jones
could have died, and she
knows it.

“I’m still here, that’s cool,”
the professional-level flute
player said Tuesday, Dec. 15,
through her upper and lower
jaws, each embedded with a
separate series of support
wires and screws that allow
herchintomoveupanddown.
“I’m really happy to be here.”

She still can’t remember
much about what happened
on Nov. 22, when the car she
was in went off Route 157 in
Mattawamkeag, rolling sever-
al times before striking trees
in a roadside ditch. She re-
members little about the days
after the accident, too, when
she was kept in an induced
coma at Eastern Maine Medi-
cal Center to try to help her
body recover.

It is probably just as well,
given the injuries she suf-
fered. She was wearing a seat
belt in the back seat, but her
jaw was broken, several teeth
were knocked out, and both
eye sockets and vertebrae in
her back were fractured.

The Bar Harbor native, 27,
was released from the hospital
earlier this month, but still
faces a long road of rehabilita-
tion. Despite her injuries, she
is confident she will resume
playing her chosen instru-
ment, though she does not
know when.

“I can’t wait to play the
flute again,” she said. “I’m
hoping [it will be] soon. That’s
my thing.”

‘World-class human’
Kyle Jones, Hannah’s fa-

ther, said her positive outlook
since the accident “makes me
a proud man.” He wants her to
recover and heal quickly, he
said, so she can resume her
musical career.

“She’s not mad about any-
thing,” he said.

A lawyer and former state
legislator, Jones said music
is important to his daughter
and their relationship. Play-
ing flute has been a central
part of her life since she was
in third grade, and now
Jones plays with Hannah --
bass to her flute -- in the jazz
trio 3 SQRLS, which also in-
cludes her boyfriend Grady
Markie on drums.

Jones said his daughter has
performed at Lincoln Center
in New York City and has
played “basically with every
[musician] in Maine.” His
daughter is “great” on the
flute, a loving person and a
self-sufficient, independent

woman, he said.
“She’s a world-class

human,” Jones said, his voice
choking with emotion. “What
can you say about your own
kid?”

Besidesplaying inherdad’s
jazz trio, Somers-Jones also
played with the Bangor-based
jambandMudSeason.Accord-
ing to her father, renowned
musicians she has performed
with include composer and
conductor Carman Moore,
saxophonist and flutist
Premik Russell Tubbs, pianist
Steve Hunt, pianist J. Eric
Johnson, violinist Charles
Burnham and percussionist
Eli Fountain Jr.

Jeff Kaliss, a Bar Harbor
native and an entertainment
and culture writer in San
Francisco, said Monday that
he has seen Somers-Jones per-
form and heard recordings on
whichsheplays.Sheisagifted
musician, he said, adroit both
atreadingmusicandat impro-
visation.

“She’s a fine instrumental-
ist and has what I call an ac-
tive and innovative musical
imagination,” Kaliss said.
“She approaches music with a
senseof joyandit is infectious.
It certainly is inherent in her
playing.”

Bangor musicians Bernie
“Flash” Kellish and Shannon
Denbow, who helped organize
a Friday, Dec. 18 fundraiser
for Somers-Jones, said she’s
known as “Hannah Hugs” for
the joyful greetings she gives
friends. That enthusiasm,
they said, extends to her
music, her fellow musicians
and her audiences.

“She’s got this energy peo-
ple feed off of,” Kellish said.
“I’ve never seen her without a

smile on her face. She dances
all over the place, musically
and physically.”

Somers-Jones said regard-
less of when she plays the flute
again, she plans to take the
time to return the “over-
whelming” amount of love she
has felt since the car crash to
the friends and relatives who
have shown it to her.

“I have so many happy
tears to cry,” she said. “I keep
having to remind all the sad
peoplearoundmethat I’mOK.
I know I’m not, but I will be.”

‘Could be worse’
Like many musicians

whose income comes from
performing, Somers-Jones
lacks health insurance. Her
friends and family have pulled
together to raise funds to help
bridge the financial gap.

Her sister Maiysha Somers-
Jones started a fundraising
account at GoFundMe.com,
and friends also organized a
benefit concert and silent auc-
tion at the Union Street Brick
Church in Bangor.

Somers-Jones can talk, de-
spite having a jaw in “a bunch
of little pieces,” because of two
sets of slender wires that doc-
tors embedded separately
through her upper and lower
jaws, but cannot feel her lips.
Her voice has a lisp, and her
facial wounds from the acci-
dent were “dirty” when she
was pulled from the car. She
has been battling infections in
her jaw ever since.

She had 26 stitches into her
eyelid and 43 staples in her
back from emergency spinal
surgery, all of which have
sincebeenremoved.Titanium
rods implanted in her back
allow her to walk on her own
without having to wear a

brace, though she does so gin-
gerly to avoid aggravating her
body’s ample aches and pains.

“I know I look different,”
Somers-Jones said, referring
to her physical appearance. “I
guess my pain tolerance is
through the roof. Things could
be worse.”

Her boyfriend Grady Mar-
kie, who was riding in the
front passenger seat, and his
brother Duncan Markie, who
was driving, suffered compar-
atively minor injuries in the
accident. Both used their mili-
tary training, she said, to help
her from the car without mak-
ing her injuries worse.

Since being released
from the hospital, her boy-
friend has been acting as
her nurse at the home
they share, helping her to
wash herself and making
a steady supply of smooth-
ies until she can resume
eating solid food.

Maine State Police said
Duncan Markie told them he
swerved off the road to avoid
colliding with an oncoming
red minivan that had crossed
the centerline into his lane.
Police indicated they were
hoping to talk to witnesses or
anyone with information
about the accident to see if
they could find out more.

While Somers-Jones
thinks someone should be
held accountable for causing
the accident, she is focused on
“the little things” in her re-
covery and staying positive.

“I think that helps me
heal a lot faster,” Somers-
Jones said of keeping a
good attitude. “All the
kindness and love that
have come my way are re-
ally, really helping me.”
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Hannah Somers-Jones, who was severely injured in a Nov. 22 car crash, is pictured
here at a Dec. 18 fundraiser to help raise money for her significant medical bills.

DanaGreene joins
Bucksport Health
Center as a physician’s
assistant

Dana Greene has joined
Bucksport Regional
Health Center as a physi-
cian assistant (PA).
Greene, who has lived in
Maine for many years,
earned a BS from Alder-
son-Broaddus College, lo-
cated in West Virginia, a
Masters from University
of Southern Maine and
engaged in doctoral level
studies in research and
behavioral medicine at
the University of Maine.

Greene comes to Buck-
sport Regional Health
Center from Ellsworth

Family Medicine and has
extensive experience in
family practice, osteo-
pathic-clinical care, dia-
betes chronic care, diabe-
tes research and public
health. Greene’s exten-
sive accomplishments in-
clude being a founding
member of the Society of
Endocrine Physicians As-
sistants in America and
publishing a book, re-
leased via iTunes in
March 2013, entitled “Dia-
betes Food & Soul Thera-
py – Secrets Revealed for
Everyone Living with Di-
abetes.”

Greene has four daugh-
ters, five grandchildren,
belongs to the Knights of
Columbus, and enjoys art
and the great outdoors,
spending his spare time

fishing, boating and trav-
eling.

“Having Dana Greene
join us at Bucksport Re-
gional Health Center is
an exciting opportunity
for our patients,” said
Carol Carew, CEO at
BRHC. “He brings a
wealth of varied experi-
ence and a skill-set that is
in line with our mission
and the quality services
we are known for. He is
an asset to our communi-
ty and we are lucky to
have him.”

Bucksport Regional
Health Center is always
accepting new patients.
Learn more about Dana
Greene and other provid-
ers by calling 469-7371 or
visiting bucksportrhc.
org.

Martin Luther King Jr.
breakfast set for Jan.
18 at UMaine

The 2016 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Break-
fast Celebration co-spon-
sored by the Greater
Bangor NAACP and the
University of Maine will
be held 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Monday, Jan. 18, in the
Wells Conference Center,
University of Maine. The
family-friendly event
will celebrate the life and
legacy of King’s service
while offering inspira-
tion through diversity
and social commitment.

The breakfast will fea-
ture an array of break-
fast foods, music, a peace
writing prize recognition

and keynote address by
Alison Beyea, executive
director of the American
Civil Liberties Union of
Maine.

Tickets are $20 if pur-
chased by Jan. 4, $25
after that date, $12.50
children 12 and under;
and free to students with
a MaineCard. Senior citi-
zens and veterans are eli-
gible for a 10 percent dis-
count. Table sponsor-
ships for organizations
or businesses are avail-
able for $200 through
Jan. 8. Registration is re-
quired. For information
or to request a disability
accommodation, contact
organizer Muna Abdulla-
hi at muna.abdullahi@
maine.edu or 581-1437.

Senior Beat
Carol Higgins Taylor, director of

communications at Eastern Agency
on Aging, offers advice on life as a senior.
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Santa Selfie
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After driving by him, Kathy Shahin of Hampden pulled over to take a selfie
with Santa Claus in front of Angelo’s Pizzeria on Monday afternoon, December
21. Arthur Bennett Sr., who has been playing Santa for over a decade, was
waving to passersby for Angelo’s on Hammond Street in Bangor on that
Monday. “I love playing Santa,” said Bennett. “I try to keep Santa alive no
matter what.”

TheWeekly Picture from the Past

In the Know
Find out what folks
are thinking in

TheWeekly
QUESTION

Pictures That

Talk


