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‘Astonishing’ songs fromBroadway set for UMaine SPA fundraiser
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
MAINE

Ben McNaboe wants per-
formers to be inspired and
audiences to be amazed. So
the University of Maine
graduate student in music
education has organized
“Astonishing! The Songs
and Stories of Broadway’s
Best,” to be held at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 30, at the
Collins Center for the Arts
at the University of Maine.

A 50-member student, fac-
ulty and alumni orchestra,
as well as 30-plus vocalists,
will perform inspirational
selections from Broadway
musicals old and new at the
3rd Annual School of Per-
forming Arts (SPA) Fund-
raiser Pops Concert.

Money raised will help the
SPA continue to provide high-
quality experiences for stu-
dents seeking to become edu-
cators and professional per-
formers as well as increase
outreach initiatives through-
out the state and region.

McNaboe, music director
and conductor of the con-
cert, enjoys watching the
reactions of UMaine stu-
dents, including vocalists
singing for the first time in
front of a powerful orches-
tra and new performers
who cause an audience leap
to its feet to cheer.

McNaboe also says it’s
imperative to show UMaine
students and high school
students statewide that it’s

possible to earn a living as a
professional performer.

UMaine student soloist
Kayla Gayton of Sabat-
tus, agreed.

“It’s important so stu-
dents can see what they
could accomplish with hard
work. It gives students
something to aspire to,”
said the second-year music
education major.

Enter featured guest artist
Stephanie Burkett Gerson.

The California native
tours with Disney in Con-
cert and USO Show Troupe
and has been in theater pro-
ductions of “Joseph And
The Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat” and “You’re a
Good Man, Charlie Brown.”
She also is a member of the
renowned Broadway Inspi-
rational Voices and has a
solo debut album titled
“Once Upon A Time.”

In addition to performing
in concert, Gerson will share
her expertise with young
performers at four Maine
high schools and with
UMaine musical theatre stu-
dents during her visit.

Bringing in guest artists
to provide varied learning
experiences was one of sev-
eral goals McNaboe had in
mind when he conceived this
event several years ago.

He was a junior when he
brought together SPA stu-
dents to showcase their tal-
ents for the inaugural fund-
raising concert that cele-
brated the classics of Rodg-

ers & Hammerstein.
“I kind of wanted to shake

things up,” he said of that
first concert in Hauck Audito-
rium. “It was a bonding expe-
rience; it created a communi-
ty experience for the school.”

That’s also true for com-
munity members. Retired
physician Fredrica Smith
played for the 2014 fundrais-
er soon after she and her
husband, Paul Smith moved
to Orono from New Mexico,
where she was in private
practice for 37 years.

Smith, who calls McNa-
boe a wonderful ambassador
for SPA, says she’s looking
forward to participating in
this year’s concert as well.

“This year the rehearsals
are going well, and I expect
this to be another excellent
production,” said Smith,
who plays string bass.

Smith said one reason
she and her husband
moved to Orono was that
Dr. Anatole Wieck, direc-
tor of orchestral studies,
welcomes community
members’ participation in
the University Orchestra.

Smith said she and her
husband, a UMaine alum
and retired mechanical en-
gineer, have been impressed
with students they’ve met at
the New Balance Student
Recreation Center and in
the music department.

“They are all delightful
people as well as serious
students in their fields,”
she says. “With young folks

like these, the world’s fu-
ture looks bright.”

In addition to building
community, that first con-
cert raised about $9,000,
which helped fund the Uni-
versity Singers’ annual
spring tour and was used to
buy a new digital piano that
ensembles take with them
for off-campus community
performances.

The Collins Center for
the Arts was the venue for
last year’s second annual
production — “150 Years of
American Song: A Celebra-
tion of the University of
Maine.” UMaine alum Mer-

ritt David Janes, ’04, who
was then on a national
Broadway tour of “The
Phantom of the Opera,” was
the featured guest artist.

The second concert
cleared about $8,000 and, in
addition to helping finance
the Singers’ outreach tour,
paid for a visiting choreog-
rapher and musician to
each teach a Master Class
on campus.

The emcees and hosts for
this year’s event are Morgan
Cates and Grace Livingston
Kramer. Tickets are $25 gen-
eral admission, $12 with a
student MaineCard. In the

event of inclement weather,
the concert will be at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Jan 31.

Prior to the Saturday
evening concert, a Friends
of the Fundraiser reception
with hors d’oeuvres and
beverages will be held at 6
p.m. in the Hudson Muse-
um at the CCA. Attendees’
names will be listed in the
lobby and concert program.
Cost is $35.

The public also is in-
vited to a free Master
Class taught by Gerson at
2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29, in
Minsky Recital Hall,
Class of 1944 Hall.
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Nathan Reeves of Old Town, left, and Ben McNaboe of Yarmouth rehearse for the School of
Performing Arts Pops Concert on Saturday, Jan. 30, at the Collins Center for the Arts.

Public Humanities Days again set for Downtown Bangor, Jan. 29-30
BY SHELBY HARTIN
OF THE BDN STAFF

What happens when you
read the newspaper? Or
describe what’s it’s like to
hike in the woods? What
happens when you explore
your family genealogy or
consider a piece of public
art you walk by every day
on your way to work?

The humanities -- litera-
ture, history, art, music
and philosophy -- seep into
our lives in ways that we
sometimes don’t realize,
and it is the mission of the
University of Maine Hu-
manities Center to help us
recognize, celebrate and
support that.

The humanities will
take center stage in down-
town Bangor with a kick-
off event on Jan. 29 and a
day of humanities-themed
programs on Jan. 30 as
Downtown Bangor Public
Humanities Day, hosted
by the UMaine Humanities
Center, returns to the
Queen City.

“This will be the 4th
year in a row that the
UMaine Humanities Cen-
ter has organized public
humanities events in
downtown Bangor,” Liam
Riordan, director of the
UMaine Humanities Cen-
ter said. “The goal of the
event is to better connect
UMaine students, staff and
faculty with local institu-
tions and the general pub-
lic in the region.”

The UMaine Humani-
ties Center was estab-
lished in the College of
Liberal Arts & Sciences in
2010.

“We have a threefold
goal,” Riordan said. “One
is to improve connections
among faculty in the hu-
manities in many different
disciplines. Our faculty
represents over 20 units at

UMaine. Secondly, we
want to support better con-
nections between UMaine
faculty and their students.
How can we organize
events and activities that
enrich classrooms and off
campus activity that en-
hance student experience?
Third -- this is at the cen-
ter of public humanities
day -- is to do a better job
at community engage-
ment.”

Riordan was chiefly re-
sponsible for organizing
this year’s humanities
PechaKucha kick-off event,
which will take place 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 29 at
COESPACE in downtown
Bangor. PechaKucha is a
presentation where a vari-
ety of presenters show 20
images, each for 20 seconds.

Some of this year’s
presenters include Rior-
dan himself, a professor
of history at UMaine,
who will talk about his
love for history; Claude
de Lannée, a French
teacher in Orono and Old
Town who will present
“How to get from Paris to
Orono in 40 Years;” and
Matt Bishop of the Ban-
gor Historical Society,
who will present about
his popular “Ghosts in
Bangor” tour, among
many others.

“It’s a great way to get a
crash course about a
bunch of different things
going on in our region,”
Riordan said, also adding
that the trajectory of the
PechaKucha is humani-
ties-themed in that the
presenters are all partici-
pants and proponents of
the humanities, including
art, music, history and
languages.

“What the humanities
center needs to do is ex-
plain that history and lit-
erature and art and philos-

ophy -- these too are essen-
tial things for Maine people
to have the fullest and rich-
est and most meaningful
kinds of lives,” Riordan
said. “This gives us a
chance to demonstrate why
the humanities are so cru-
cial. We want people to
think about the humanities
in an inclusive way. It’s not
narrow, technical or elitist.
The humanities are about
the human experience in
its fullest manner.”

Michael Grillo, chair of
the UMaine art depart-
ment and professor art his-
tory, echoed that senti-
ment.

“The humanities are a
public responsibility--
they’re the core of society.
They are crucial for who
we are what we can imag-
ine and what our future
is,” he said.

Grillo organized the
schedule of events on
Jan. 30.

Jan. 30 programs include
a gallery talk at 12:15 p.m.
by Phippsburg-based artist
Dan Dowd, whose work is
currently on display at the
University of Maine Muse-
um of Art. Grillo and Kat
Johnson of UMMA will
also discuss work by Rich-
ard Whitten that is cur-
rently on exhibit.

Grillo, a strong support-
er and lover of film, also
brought a screening of
short early 20th century
films by Georges Méliés at
UMMA into the mix and a
screening of the film
“Hugo” at the Maine Dis-
covery Museum.

“Méliés work is the sub-
ject of the film [‘Hugo’], so
we’re going to look at his
work specifically -- it’s
some of the most inventive
early cinema that is,” Gril-
lo said. “[They’re] wildly
imaginative works, pre-
first world war.”

The day will conclude
with readings by the
Norumbega Collective’s
Chris Becker, Joe Linscott
and Tyler Nute at the Ban-
gor Public Library.

“All three are MA candi-
dates in the University of
Maine’s creative writing
program and will be read-
ing their own original
work,” Grillo said.

“I think this is really a
crucial issue for the future
of our region of the state.
There’s been a downtown
renaissance in Bangor,”
Riordan said. “Taking the
next step to make our re-
gion dynamic and magnet-

ic to people will come from
building the cultural and
art and humanities con-
nections.”

As director of the Hu-
manities Center, Riordan
expressed the importance
of the connection between
the region and its students.

“An important part of
that is bringing UMaine
students into downtown
Bangor so they realize
what an interesting place
it is. A lot of them are
from very small rural
places in Maine and they
come to campus and go to
school but don’t necessar-
ily think about the oppor-

tunities for them in the
broader region.”

Grillo agreed.
“For students to be en-

gaged in their own commu-
nity is crucial. When we
talk about the future of
Maine, it’s about investing
in our youth,” he said.

Riordan encourages the
community to participate,
and hopes to see a good
turnout this year.

“It’s a fun way to spend
a Friday evening or a Sat-
urday afternoon. Every-
thing’s free. Everything’s
downtown. We hope they’ll
come and take a look and
have a good time.”


