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Bangor senior center fate in limbo; will soonmove to AirportMall
BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE BDN STAFF

When the Hammond Se-
nior Center closed its
doors on Oct. 30, 2015, ex-
ecutive director Kathy
Bernier said that the cen-
ter wouldn’t resume oper-
ations until the facility
was sold. That sale hap-
pened in November.

However, months later,
the future of the nonprofit
organization remains un-
certain.

While Bernier contin-
ues to fundraise for a July
startup in a new location,
some members have tran-
sitioned to programming
and membership at the
Bangor Y and other sites
and may not return.

Bernier said in an in-
terview earlier this week
that many people think
the sale of the center’s
historic home last fall left
the organization with a
lot of money. Though the
former bank building sold
for $415,000, she said, half
of that reverted to the
Coury Family Founda-
tion, the original source
of its purchase. Of the re-
mainder, she said, moving
and storage costs, legal
fees and other expenses
have consumed all but
about $140,000.

“The public is wonder-
ing why we haven’t
moved into a new place,”
she said.

But although a new lo-
cation has been identified
with a targeted move-in

date of July, Bernier said
the organization has yet
to raise the additional
$350,000 for her board-ap-
proved startup budget of
about $500,000. Working
out of a temporary office
in Bangor’s Coe Building,
Bernier said she’s in the
process of submitting
grant applications to the
Maine Community Foun-
dation, the Libra Founda-
tion, the Stephen and
Tabitha King Foundation
and other funding sourc-
es. She also continues to
reach out to local support-
ers, including longtime
senior center members,
but many have stopped
donating while the orga-
nization is in flux.

Bernier has asked the
city of Bangor to budget
$30,000 for the center --
more than three times its
usual allocation -- but she
won’t know the outcome
until May or June.

“If more funding doesn’t
come through, Bangor’s
not going to have a senior
center,” she said.

Assuming the organiza-
tion does go forward, it
will be headquartered at
the Airport Mall, Bernier
said, in a leased
7,720-square-foot space
formerly occupied by Mr.
Paperback and an adjoin-
ing store. While the space
lacks the genteel ambi-
ance of the downtown fa-
cility, Bernier says it of-
fers many advantages, in-
cluding plenty of parking,
single-floor accessibility,

bus-route convenience
and shared maintenance
expenses.

There is plenty of space
for a workout room,
crafts, meetings, meals
and other activities en-
joyed at the former site,
she said.

“And we’ll make it as
elegant as we can,” she
added, with formal rugs,
furniture and the grand
piano from the old facili-
ty, which are currently
in storage.

Meanwhile, senior cen-
ter members have found
other places to carry on
their activities. For exam-
ple, cribbage players are
meeting at the office of the
Brewer Housing Authori-
ty, artists at the Brewer
Congregational Church
and yoga practitioners at
Nash’s Health, Fitness &
Wellness in Bangor.

But many members of
the Hammond Street Se-
nior Center have discov-
ered the benefits of the
Bangor Y, said member
Al Banfield. Initially at-
tracted by the Y’s offer
of a free, two-month
membership after the se-
nior center closed its
doors, Banfield said cen-
ter members have been
impressed by the range
of fitness activities
available at the Y as well
as by the offer of space
in its historic Isaac Far-
rar Mansion for social
events such as meals and
movie nights. The Y has
also offered space for

gardens and the opportu-
nity for seniors from the
center to work with
youngsters from the Y’s
youth programs.

Banfield said some
members strongly object
to Bernier’s decision to
sell the center’s workout
machines in favor of de-
veloping a fitness pro-
gram that promotes free
weights, floor exercises
and outdoor recreational
activities such as hiking.

“A lot of us have made
the switch to the Y,” Ban-
field said. “They have re-

ally bent over backward
to make us feel at home.”

Asked if he would re-
turn to the senior center if
it reopens at the Airport
Mall, he said, bluntly, “I
doubt it.”

Bernier fears the loss of
active members such as
Banfield will further
erode support for the cen-
ter’s future and hopes the
Airport Mall site will
open before too many
make a permanent switch
to the Bangor Y.

Diane Dickerson, CEO
of the Bangor Y, said it

was never her intent to
woo members away from
the Hammond Street Se-
nior Center.

“I knew if they stopped
their health regimen and
their social activities,
they would take a huge
downward turn,” she said,
explaining her decision to
offer the free Y member-
ships and access to the
Farrar facility. “These
people have been dis-
placed. It could be July
before they have a new fa-
cility. We’re just trying to
help in the interim.”
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The cribbage group from the Hammond Street Senior Center has found a new place to
play cards at the Brewer Housing Authority’s Community Room after the closing of
the senior center. Meriel Goodin (CQ), Maurice Pierce, Randa Koczera (CQ), and
Maurice Robitaille (clockwise from bottom left) play on Monday. The card group plays
twice a week and enjoys their continued social time. The senior center is planning to
reopen in the Airport Mall this July.

EMMC, RSU 22 pair up
for newhealth
initiative

Primary care is the
foundation for maintain-
ing a healthy communi-
ty, and there are many
children who may not
have regular access to a
primary care provider.
Recognizing this issue,
leaders at Eastern Maine
Medical Center and RSU
22 came together to cre-
ate the RSU 22 School-
Based Health Center. The

center is a place where
students can be seen for
health concerns, while
staying right at Hamp-
den Academy.

“This initiative stems
from a need that RSU 22
staff members were see-
ing,” says James Raczek,
MD, FAAFP, EMMC se-
nior vice president and
chief medical officer.
“Upon being seen, our
providers will work with
the patient’s primary
care providers to ensure
the visit is entered into
their medical records.

It’s a real benefit to the
students, their parents,
and the community.”

The School-Based
Health Center is based on
models that have seen
much success nationally,
and have become vital to
the health of the commu-
nities in which they serve.
Upon opening, the cen-
ter’s services will be
available one day per
week. Students can access
the service after seeing
the school nurse. If the ill-
ness is deemed appropri-
ate, the student will then

see Alicia Grant-Singh,
FNP, a provider at EMMC
Family Medicine in
Hampden, who will be lo-
cated at the Hampden
Academy campus.

Once the student
leaves the care of the
school nurse and visits
Alicia, all medical infor-
mation is confidential,
just as it would be at a
primary care office. Ear-
lier this month, students
were given permission
notices for parents to
sign, if the parents
wished for their child to

have access to the health
center.

“This partnership is a
great opportunity for not
only RSU 22, but for the
communities we serve,
and for our students and
their families,” adds
Richard Lyons, RSU 22
superintendent o f
schools. “It will help our
students receive conve-
nient access to health-
care right at the school,
and in many cases, they
can be back in the class-
room quickly and focus
on their education.”
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