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BSO andNoel ‘Paul’ Stookey partner for romantic concert
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

When Noel ‘Paul’
Stookey takes the stage
with the Bangor Sympho-
ny Orchestra this Satur-
day night for the BSO’s
annual pops concert, it
will be just the first in a
number of collaborations
the folk music icon has
embarked on with the or-
chestra, and with classi-
cal ensembles in general.

But Stookey — former-
ly one third of Peter, Paul
and Mary, and a decades-
long resident of Blue Hill
— still finds a welcome
and enjoyable challenge
in marrying stripped
down, intimate acoustic
folk music with the ex-
pansive, multi-layered
sound of an orchestra.

“If you agree that the
essence of folk music’s
appeal is in it’s message,
it’s lyrics and it’s acces-
sibility, you can imagine
what a challenge it would
be to arrange parts for a
50 plus member orchestra
without it overpowering
both the message and the
acoustic instruments,”
said Stookey.

Having previously
worked with Robert
Decormier, a New York
choral and orchestral ar-
ranger who worked with
Peter, Paul and Mary in
several concerts in the
1980s and 1990s, Stookey
has learned how to strike
that delicate balance.

“Somehow, Decormier
understood that the best
way to maintain the in-
tegrity of a folk song was
to treat it much like a
movie; by creating an or-
chestra score that sug-
gested a ‘scene’ in which
the song took place,” said
Stookey. “For instance,
‘Leaving On a Jet Plane,’
the John Denver song
that i’ll be singing with
the BSO, features a mel-
ancholy trumpet solo that
echoes the ache of leaving
loved ones.”

Ever since Stookey and
the BSO began their col-
laboration — in 2012,
when Stookey was com-
missioned to write the
song “The Cabin Fever
Waltz,” to be performed
with the BSO at the tenth
Kingfield Pops and later
released as an EP CD —
the creative relationship

between Stookey and con-
ductor Lucas Richman
has blossomed.

“Lucas not only has a
great imagination, but
his classical training
brings a kindly discipline
to any of our collabora-
tions,” said Stookey, of
his work with the BSO
conductor. “We’ve had
ongoing conversations
about presenting ‘Lone-
some Train,’ a musical
setting describing the
journey of Abraham Lin-
coln’s funeral train from
Washington DC to Spring-
field, Illinois. I’d be so
nervous without his en-
couragement to step ‘out-
side’ of my acoustic com-
fort zone.”

Stookey, who released
a new album, “At Home:
The Maine Tour,” a live
album documenting his
performances around the
state, is a familiar and
friendly face to Maine au-
diences of many different
stripes. Saturday’s con-
cert will feature a pro-
gram of popular and folk
songs, ranging from
newer works by Stookey
to classics of the genre.

“It’s folk, it’s romantic,

it’s pops, it’s a musical
embrace,” he said. “From
the simple guitar accom-
paniment of ‘Don’t Think
Twice (It’s Alright)’ to
the orchestral celebra-
tion of ‘The Wedding
Song,’ I think the evening
will prove once again that
love rules. Which also
happens to be the title of
one of the songs.”

“The Pops: An Evening
of Romance” is set for 7:30
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 13 at
the Collins Center for the
Arts. Tickets are priced
between $28 and $51, with
$10 off for youth and stu-
dents, and are available at
the CCA box office or by
calling 581-1755.

After the pops concert
on Feb. 13, the BSO will

perform the next show in
its Master Works series,
with an afternoon of Bra-
hams, Stravinsky and
Tchaikovsky coming
right up Sunday, March
6. featuring soloist Inbal
Segev, playing Tchai-
kovsky’s Variations on a
Rococo Theme. For more
information, visit ban-
gorsymphony.org.
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Noel “Paul” Stookey poses for a photo in his Blue Hill home.

Simple Gifts
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Eleven students from All Saints School in Bangor celebrated Maine Catholic Schools
Week (Jan. 31-Feb. 6) and the Holy Year of Mercy by heading over to the Phillips-
Strickland House on Monday, February 1, to visit the residents and to present them
with gifts. In this photo, Samuel Brissette-Hatch speaks to Marjorie Surles.

Paging young leaders
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Ten Hermon Middle School students served as Honorary Pages in the Maine Senate
on Jan, 28, as guests of Senator Geoff Gratwick of Hermon and Bangor. Pictured,
from left to right, are Neily Raymond, Hermon Middle School Principal Jerry
Kiesman, Brooklyn Brown, Kaden Nevells, Maddie Baker, Isaac Parent, Malaya Jelks,
Senator Gratwick, Gabe Sherman, Alex Kivell, Kathleen Thayer, and Parker Pettingill.


