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Alfond Foundation endows Stephen King professorship at UMaine
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
MAINE

An endowed chaired
professorship in literature
named in honor of best-
selling author and Univer-
sity of Maine alumnus Ste-
phen King will be estab-
lished at his alma mater
with the help of a $1 mil-
lion award from the Har-
old Alfond Foundation.

The Stephen E. King
Chair in Literature will
support a faculty position
in the Department of Eng-
lish in honor of King’s “sub-
stantial body of work and
creative impact.”

The endowment for the
faculty chair position, the
first for the English Depart-
ment, is held at the Univer-
sity of Maine Foundation. A
search to fill the position is
expected to begin this fall.

An event celebrating the
King Chair is being planned
for later this year.

“The Harold Alfond Foun-
dation is delighted to make
this grant in honor of Ste-
phen King and in support of

Maine’s flagship universi-
ty,” said Greg Powell, chair-
man of the Alfond Founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees.
“This chaired professorship
is a tribute to Mr. King’s
outstanding literary accom-
plishments and his deep
commitment to Maine.”

University of Maine Pres-
ident Susan J. Hunter called
the endowed chaired profes-
sorship “an exceptional gift
that honors the tremendous
literary legacy of UMaine’s
most well-known and be-
loved alumnus.”

“Stephen and Tabitha
King have been generous
supporters of their alma
mater for many years,”
said Hunter. “It is now par-
ticularly rewarding to have
a prestigious gift such as
this that will inspire and
influence current and fu-
ture generations of readers
and writers.”

The endowed chaired
professor will help UMaine
recruit and retain a faculty
member who is an accom-
plished teacher and a schol-
ar of literature, according

to UMaine College of Liber-
al Arts and Sciences Dean
Emily Haddad.

“This gift from the Har-
old Alfond Foundation rec-
ognizes both Stephen King’s
extraordinary career and
the importance of literature
in the public sphere. The

King Chair will expand the
UMaine English Depart-
ment’s leading role in liter-
ature, creative writing and
the humanities. Building
on the recent successes of
the University of Maine Hu-
manities Center, the King
Chair will continue to en-

gage students, fellow schol-
ars and the public in the
study and appreciation of
literature,” Haddad said.
“King is an inspiration for
students who are fascinated
by literature and its contri-
butions to human culture.
The opportunity to study
with the King Chair gives
them one more reason to
choose UMaine.”

Through the years, Har-
old Alfond and the Harold
Alfond Foundation have
made more than $19 mil-
lion in gifts and pledges to
the University of Maine,
including naming gifts for
Alfond Sports Arena and
Alfond Stadium, and the
creation of the annual Al-
fond Challenge to benefit
UMaine football. Thou-
sands of students, fans
and other members of the
UMaine community have
benefited from the philan-
thropy of the Alfond Foun-
dation and Harold Alfond,
according to University of
Maine Foundation Presi-
dent Jeffery Mills.

Last fall, the Alfond

Foundation also awarded
a $3.9 million gift to com-
plete the W2 Ocean Engi-
neering Laboratory and
Advanced Manufacturing
Laboratory at the Ad-
vanced Structures and
Composites Center on
campus. The $13.8 million
facility is named in honor
of the philanthropist.

Similarly, generous support
for UMaine has come from the
Kings and the Stephen &
Tabitha King Foundation,
which is devoted to promoting,
strengthening and supporting
Maine communities.

King is a 1970 UMaine grad-
uate who was awarded a Na-
tional Medal of Arts last Sep-
tember as one of the world’s
best-known authors. He and
his wife, author Tabitha King,
also a UMaine graduate, both
received honorary degrees
from their alma mater in 1987.
As a UMaine English major,
King’s mentors included pro-
fessors Burton Hatlen, Ed-
ward Holmes and Jim Bishop.
Stephen King’s most recent
book is the story collection
“The Bazaar of Bad Dreams.”
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Penobscot County dispatchermeets baby she helped deliver
BY NICK MCCREA
OF THE BDN STAFF

Early the morning of Jan.
31, Rebecca Riel-Oliver woke
up in pain. A few minutes
later,shewasamother, thanks
inpart totheadviceofaPenob-
scot County dispatcher.

“I was getting back pain
and was just uncomfortable,
there was some bleeding, but
I really didn’t know what it
was,” Riel-Oliver said.

It was about 5 a.m. when
Dustin Ivers went into his
grandparents’ room and told
them his girlfriend, Riel-Oli-
ver, was crying. The couple
normally lives with Ivers’
parents in Pittsfield, but
they were staying that night
at Dana and Lorraine Ivers’
home in Dixmont.

“Our first thought is, ‘Well,
she’s 8 1/2 months pregnant, so
just go talk to her,’” chuckled
Dana Ivers, Dustin’s grandfa-
ther.

It turned out to be more
than just typical pregnancy
discomfort and anxiety.

“Lorrainecamein tocheck
on me and said she could see
a head,” Riel-Oliver said.

That sent Ivers running
for the phone.

SittingatadeskatPenobscot
Regional Communications

Center in Bangor that morning
was Brittany Robertson. She
started there in Nov. 2014.

She and other dispatchers

are familiar with people call-
ing about labor pains and con-
tractions, but those people
often have enough time to get
to an ambulance or hospital
before things get too far along.

“It’s not often you take a
call and they tell you the ba-
by’s crowning,” she said.

About five minutes and two
big pushes later, Riel-Oliver, a
19-year-old Nokomis High
School graduate, and Dustin
Ivers, an 18-year-old senior at
Maine Central Institute, were
parents to a 5-pound, 14-ounce
girl named Elizabeth Roxanne.

The new parents, great-
grandparents and baby met
Robertson Monday morning
atPRCC,a littlemorethantwo
weeks after the unplanned
home delivery.

“They really do prepare
you well for whatever might
happen here,” Robertson
said of her dispatch training.

Dispatchers use a computer
program to guide them
through calls, whether it is a
traffic crashoramedicalprob-
lem. The program tells what
questions to ask and what

steps to take until first re-
sponders arrive and take over.

Robertson gathered the
patient’s information, which
was passed on to EMTs rush-
ing to help. She told family
members to get warm towels
ready, lay the mother down
and have her start pushing.

“You just have to keep calm,
and that helps keep everyone
else calm,” Robertson said.

After she was born, Eliza-
beth Roxanne cried loudly, to
the relief of everyone in the
room and the dispatcher on
the other end of the phone.

Then Robertson told the
family to find a shoelace or
something similar to tie off
the umbilical cord. The fam-
ily swept through drawers in
the home, looking for an
extra shoelace, but eventual-
ly settled on a lanyard.

“We didn’t think to take the
shoelace from a pair of shoes
untilafter,”LorraineIverssaid.

Robertson stayed on the
line with the family until an
ambulance arrived. She said
the family was calm and col-
lected, and they did a good

job following instructions.
The Ivers women recently

got togethertotakeapictureof
all five generations. In fact, the
baby was born in the room of
her great-great-grandmother,
who lives in Lorraine and
Dana Ivers’ home.

Dealing with unexpected
birthsarerareoccurrences for
Penobscot County dispatch-
ers. A board displaying the
dates of dispatcher-assisted
deliveries hangs on the wall of
the dispatch center on the
third floor of the courthouse
on Hammond Street. It recog-
nizes just four since 2000. Two
of them belong to dispatcher
David King, who talked two
separate families through de-
liveries in 2010 alone, one in
January, the other in March.

Robertson’s isnotyetposted.
Throughout Monday’s

meeting with the dispatcher,
the sleepy infant, wearing a
onesie adorned with owls
and flowers, kept quiet.

“She started crying that
night, that’s all that mat-
tered,” Robertson said.
“She’s perfect.”
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Brittany Robertson (left), a 911 dispatcher at Penobscot
Regional Communications Center, meets new parents
Rebecca Riel-Oliver and Dustin Ivers with their 2-week-
old baby girl, Elizabeth Roxanne Ivers. Robertson was
the dispatcher who took a 911 call and talked Dustin
Ivers’ grandmother through the delivery of the baby.


