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Free community event
offers chance to learn
about solar power

There is growing sup-
port for policies in Maine
that will take advantage of
the many economic devel-
opment opportunities
solar energy can provide.
In the Bangor area a num-
ber of home and business
owners, as well as public
institutions, have em-
braced solar technology
with good results.

Wiswell Farm Green-
house in Orrington in-
stalled a solar electric sys-
tem for their business op-
eration a couple years
ago. Hampden Academy
has a solar system that
provides all their hot
water from April through
the beginning of Decem-
ber at no cost, which is a
significant savings.

Bangor homeowner
Larry Dansinger has had
solar electricity for over 12
years, and Andrew Geaghan
of Geaghan’s Brewery
added solar panels to their
brewer operations.

“We have an all electric
house powered by solar,
which gives us energy se-
curity as we enter retire-
ment age,” said Geaghan.
“About three years ago we
added solar panels to our
brewery operations in
Bangor. It is an 8kw sys-
tem that allows us to oper-
ate without generating
any extra pull off of the
grid. Practices such as
this, giving our spent
grain to farmers and
working with as many
local businesses as possi-
ble allows us to make
fresh, quality beer while
not negatively impacting
the environment.”

There will be an oppor-
tunity to learn more about
the benefits of solar to
Maine’s economy, incen-
tives for current and future
solar users, and next steps
for the growing solar in-
dustry in Maine at “The
Future of Solar in Maine”
forum, 6:30-8 p.m. June 28,
at Rangeley Hall on the
Eastern Maine Community
College Campus.

The event is free and
open to the public, and
sponsored by the Natural
Resources Council of
Maine, the City of Bangor,
Eastern Maine Develop-
ment Corporation, Bangor
Greendrinks, Maine
Audubon, Maine Conser-

vation Voters, GrowSmart
Maine, Envision Maine,
and Sierra Club.

Presenters include:Tim
Schneider, the Public Ad-
vocate for the state of
Maine; Chuck Piper, co-
owner of Sundog Solar, Se-
arsport; and Dylan Voor-
hees, Clean Energy Direc-
tor for the Natural Re-
sources Council of Maine.

The evening will be facil-
itated by Sharon Klein of
the University of Maine De-
partment of Economics.
Rep. Norm Higgins of Do-
ver-Foxcroft, a member of
the legislature’s Energy,
Utilities, and Technology
Committee and a key sup-
porter of responsible solar
policy in Maine, will intro-
duce the event.

Habitat forHumanityof
GreaterBangorbegins
workon18thhome

This summer, Habitat for
Humanity of Greater Ban-
gor will begin work on the
18th home the organization
has built or renovated for a
local family in need.

For the first time, how-
ever, the entire project is
being funded by another
entity: St. Paul the Apos-
tle Parish (St. John
Church, Bangor; St. Mary
Church, Bangor; St. Jo-
seph Church, Brewer; St.
Teresa Church, Brewer;
St. Matthew Church,
Hampden; St. Gabriel
Church, Winterport).

“More than 100 parish
families made gifts, ranging
from $100 to $10,000,” said
Fr. Timothy Nadeau, pastor
of St. Paul the Apostle Par-
ish. “Together, we raised
$140,790 to create a lovely
home for a deserving family.
Every sacrifice makes our
parish stronger and more
connected to our mission.”

The new home will be
built on Ohio Street in Ban-
gor on land donated by the
parish and Mt. Pleasant
Catholic Cemetery.

The Habitat for Human-
ity of Greater Bangor’s
family selection commit-
tee and board of directors
have announced that Mi-
chelle Kessler of Bangor,
and her young daughter,
will become the partner
family for the home.

“I was both excited and
shocked,” said Kessler. “I
was beginning to lose hope
of finding an affordable
home after years of living

in a small apartment with
mold issues and second-
hand cigarette smoke from
neighboring tenants.”

Both the mold and smoke
have aggravated her daugh-
ter’s asthma. Kessler is a
single mother who works
full time.

“There are hard-work-
ing people who just can’t
afford to own a home with
a traditional mortgage,”
said Kessler. “Habitat of-
fers a hand up and not a
hand out. I feel so blessed
to have this opportunity.
My daughter and I will fi-
nally have a home of our
very own with a backyard
for her to play in.”

The Kessler family, like
all Habitat partner fami-
lies, will purchase the
home with a $500 down
payment after completing
200 hours of “sweat equi-
ty” per adult. Kessler will
work alongside many vol-
unteers from St. Paul the
Apostle Parish who are
eager to help make her
new home a reality. Once
construction is complete,
the family will pay an af-
fordable mortgage.

The collaboration comes
in the Holy Year of Mercy,
declared by Pope Francis
to inspire all to show
mercy and compassion as
we have experienced if
from God. Through corpo-
ral and spiritual works of
mercy, the human and sa-
cred worth of each person
is acknowledged.

“This is a project of
great impact, and you,
the contributors should
be appropriately proud,”
Fr. Nadeau wrote in a let-
ter to project donors. “I
know I am.”

For more information
about the project or to vol-
unteer, contact the parish
office at 217-6740.

Three local grads
receive scholarships
fromHollywood Casino

Hollywood Casino has
awarded three individu-
als with scholarships to
attend college. The three
recipients of scholarships
are all daughters of Hol-
lywood Casino employ-
ees, and all three plan to
stay in Maine to continue
their education.

“The Hollywood Casino
Scholarship Fund was es-
tablished to assist both
the children and the

grandchildren of Holly-
wood Casino Bangor em-
ployees,” said Jose Flores,
General Manager of Hol-
lywood Casino Bangor.
“Higher education is im-
portant, but expensive.
We have always had a
focus on encouraging em-
ployees to further their
own education, and that
focus extends to their
children and grandchil-
dren, as well.”

Cheyenne Lawrence of
Milford, Nicole Duncan of
Glenburn and Jasmine
Rosenbaum of Newport
each received a $1,000
scholarship for higher ed-
ucation. Lawrence and
Duncan plan to attend the
University of Maine and
Rosenbaum plans to at-
tend Husson University in
the fall. In addition to
being children or grand-
children of Hollywood Ca-
sino employees, criteria
include academics, class
rank, GPA, and extracur-
ricular activities when
considering potential Hol-
lywood Casino Scholar-
ship Fund recipients.

Bucksport offers full
summer schedule of
arts andmusic events

Once again, with the
help and support of the
Town of Bucksport’s con-
siderable manpower and
resources, local volun-
teers, area businesses and
institutions, Bucksport
continues to grow its Arts
and Cultural presence in
the midcoast.

The Wednesday On
Main series, sponsored in
full by Darling’s Inc. of
Bangor, returns for its sec-
ond year, beginning June
15 and continuing every
Wednesday through Aug.
31, offering music, film,
author appearances and
more. All events are from
5:30 to 7 p.m., at various
venues along Main Street.
For a list of performances,
visit bucksportwom.com.

The Bucksport Arts
Festival debuted in 2015
to a record number of at-
tendees, and returns this
year on Aug. 13, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., on Buck-
sport’s Waterfront Walk-
way. Framed by views of
Penobscot Bay, Fort Knox

and the Penobscot Nar-
rows Bridge, up to 50 art-
ists of note will bring
their work to show and
sell, and music and deli-
cious food vendors will
delight the ears and pal-
ate. Some space is still
available for artists for a
small entry fee. Interest-
ed artists can apply on-
line at bacasmaine.org
until registration is full.
Seaboard Federal Credit
Union is the local sponsor
of this festival.

And the Bucksport Bay
Area Festival will be held
on the Waterfront Friday-
Sunday, July 22-24, featur-
ing vendors, food, rides
and entertainment for kids,
fabulous music and more,
attracting thousands every
year. See a complete sched-
ule of events at bucksport-
baychamber.com.

Nominations sought
for 2016 Leaders &
Luminaries Award

Camden National Bank,
through The Bank of
Maine Charitable Founda-
tion, is accepting nomina-
tions for the 2016 Leaders
& Luminaries Award com-
petition. The statewide
search honors four of
Maine’s leading nonprofit
board members and pres-
ents them with cash
awards for their organiza-
tions. Leaders & Luminar-
ies recognizes board mem-
bers who have effectively
used inspiration, creativi-
ty and ingenuity in board
governance and whose
contributions have led to
the organization’s growth,
successful transition or fi-
nancial stability. Each of
the selected leaders will be
presented with cash prizes
totaling $20,000.

“We believe in honoring
individuals who have
made important contribu-
tions in their communities
through outstanding stra-
tegic leadership,” said
Greg Dufour, president
and chief executive officer
of Camden National Bank.
“Our nonprofit sector is
frequently challenged
with limited resources and
funding, yet there are peo-
ple doing amazing work
despite the challenges that
exist. As a community

bank, we want to be able to
recognize these inspira-
tional leaders and provide
financial support to help
them further their organi-
zation’s goals.”

The Leaders & Lumi-
naries Award competition
is open to any board direc-
tor of a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion based in Maine who
can demonstrate how in-
spiration, creativity and
ingenuity in governance
has led to his or her orga-
nization’s success. Four
awards totaling $20,000,
presented through The
Bank of Maine Charitable
Foundation, will be
awarded to this year’s
winners at a special cere-
mony held during the
Maine Association of Non-
profits (MANP) Executive
Leadership Forum,
“Building Board Engage-
ment,” on November 10,
2016 at the Harraseeket
Inn in Freeport.

An independent selec-
tion committee, appointed
by Camden National Bank,
will select the four win-
ners. Each Leaders & Lu-
minaries award winner
will receive $5,000 for his
or her nonprofit organiza-
tion. Last year’s award re-
cipients included Cathe-
rine Powers of Bath Hous-
ing Authority, Pete Bixler
of Bay Chamber Concerts
in Rockport, William
Branch of Kennebec Be-
havioral Health in Water-
ville, and Lynn Gierie of
the Robbie Foundation in
Scarborough.
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