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BANGOR — The Bangor
State Fair has offered its
share of unique attractions
in its long and storied his-
tory dating back to 1849,
but the 2016 event will fea-
ture something rarely seen
in northern New England.

For the first time, the fair
will feature an alligator
show courtesy of Jimmy
Riffle of Animal Planet’s
“Gator Boys.”

Riffle and his team will
hold two performances on
weekdays and three week-
end performances during
the fair’s 10-day run,
which begins Friday at 2
p.m. and continues
through Aug. 7.

The “Scales, Tails and
Teeth” attraction will
give fairgoers an up-close-

and-personal look at nine-
foot alligators.

Riffle, an alligator han-
dler based out of South
Florida, said he hopes the
shows will change the pub-
lic’s perception of the
toothy reptiles.

“A lot of people, just be-
cause it doesn’t have fur,
no one really wants to get
to know them and respect
them, but that’s one of our
missions,” he said, “to
show alligators aren’t
what people say they are,
to get up close and person-
al with these little guys.
You’ll have a chance to do
that at the fair.”

Fairgoers will even get to
hold a small, baby alligator
for a small, undisclosed do-
nation. Riffle said the pub-
lic will not be taught how to
wrestle with the reptiles.

“Even places that gators

are found, a lot of people
don’t get to see them up
close and personal,” he ex-
plained. “Here, you get to
be within 10 feet of a nine-
foot alligator.”

Riffle said the alligators
featured in the show were
caught out of people’s
backyards in Florida, and
will be subsequently do-
nated to zoos and sanctu-
aries following the show.

The alligator show is one
of many new attractions at
the fair this year, includ-
ing the Nerveless Knocks
thrill circus, a Mega
Trucks show featuring a
large monster truck, and
Cross Insurance Center
events such as a comedy
show featuring Ron White
on Saturday, a mixed mar-
tial arts event on Aug. 5
and the Central Maine
Roller Derby on Aug. 6.

“This year, we’ve mixed
in the Cross Insurance
Center a little more,” said
Spectra Venue Manage-
ment General Manager
Joe Imbriaco.

Of course, the fair will
also feature the traditional
midway rides and games,
plenty of fried food options,
a beer garden, a Demoli-
tion Derby and Old Mac-
Donald’s Farm.

Imbriaco noted that tick-
ets for Cross Insurance Cen-
ter events, with the excep-
tion of the roller derby,
must be purchased sepa-
rately from fair admission,
which is $12 per person.

Children age 3 and
under are admitted free,
and senior and military
days are scheduled for
Aug. 3-5, in which seniors
and military personnel
will be admitted for $7.

Bangor State Fair runs throughAug. 7
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Sabrina Osborne, a guest from the audience, watches as
Tommy Breen swallows a sword as a demonstration for
the World of Wonders show at the Bangor State Fair on
Thursday, July 30.
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Rep. Arthur “Archie” Verow, D-Brewer, (right) congratulates Alex Reardon of Brewer
on July 26 for his achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. The longtime Boy Scout Troop 1
member was congratulated by Rep. Arthur “Archie” Verow, D-Brewer, and other
community members at a Court of Honor held at the First Congregational Church of
Brewer. The rank of Eagle Scout is the highest achievement in scouting and is given
for excellence in skills development, leadership, personal growth and community
service. To attain the honor, Reardon completed a service project by building and
installing a community garden at Brewer Community School.
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BANGOR — University
of Maine researchers went
to the Penobscot River with
new optimism this spring,
as they hoped to find evi-
dence that endangered
shortnose sturgeon had
spawned in the river. Docu-
mentation of that would be
the first since two dams
were removed from the
river in recent years.

That wasn’t the case, but
the team did receive some
good news: Two shortnose
sturgeon were captured at
the Milford Dam fish lift,
marking the first time since
those dams were removed
that sturgeon have accessed
the entire range of their
original native habitat.

“We knew that, historical-
ly, they made it up that far in
the river,” said Gayle Zy-
dlewski, an associate profes-
sor in the School of Marine
Sciences, who has been lead
investigator on the sturgeon
projects at UMaine for the
past 10 years.

But the team had no evi-
dence that sturgeon had
moved that far upriver,
graduate student Catherine
Johnston explained.

In October, the research
team learned that three
tagged female sturgeon that
could be detected by acous-
tic receivers in the river
had moved upriver to a spot
about 6 miles downstream
from Milford. The hope was
that the fish were searching
out spawning territory, and
Johnston spent time map-
ping the river to find prob-
able spawning habitat.

This spring, egg-collect-
ing mats and larvae traps
were deployed in the river
in hopes of collecting evi-
dence of spawning activity.

That didn’t happen, but

the upstream move by at
least two fish was encourag-
ing, Johnston said.

“The Milford fish lift is at
River Kilometer 62, and the
farthest upstream that we
had seen any fish travel last
fall was River Kilometer 52,
10 kilometers farther [down-
stream],” Johnston said.
“The dam removal [as part
of the Penobscot River Res-
toration Project] restored 14
kilometers of habitat, so
now we can say that short-
nose sturgeon have ex-
plored the entirety of that.
That was exciting.”

Johnston, who defends
her master’s thesis Thurs-
day and is seeking full-time
employment, will likely step
away from the project soon.
She has been studying stur-
geon along with the rest of
the team since 2014. She said
the fact that sturgeon made
it to Milford was gratifying.

Sturgeon are bottom-dwell-
ers that are not especially
strong swimmers and some-
times struggle to fight their
way upstream through rapids.

“I was very impressed that
sturgeon were able to swim
over the Great Works rapids,
because if you’ve seen [those
rapids] from shore or gone
over them in a canoe, they’re
kind of intense,” Johnston
said. “It was kind of cool that
they were able to swim up-
stream through those rapids.
We can’t say at what level of
river discharge those two in-
dividuals made it over those
rapids. That’s something
that potentially future tag-
ging efforts could help us
identify, if there are other
individuals going up there.”

At the present time, more
than 30 Penobscot River stur-
geon have active acoustic tags
-- Zydlewski said the team is
seeking funding for more of
the tags so they can gather
more data on fish movements.

In past research, the
team has identified more
than 1,000 sturgeon winter-
ing in the river.

The radio receivers that
were in the river over the
winter were retrieved in
the spring, and data could
be retrieved from them at
that point.

“Over the winter, that was
the anticipation -- of waiting
to get that data,” Zydlewski
said. “When we did [and
learned fish hadn’t moved
upstream to spawn] it was a
bit of a disappointment.”

The discovery of stur-
geon in the fish lift at Mil-
ford “changes the complex-
ion a little bit,” she added.

Zydlewski said that based
on the researchers’ under-
standing of the optimal water
temperature and time of year
during the spawning season
on other rivers, it didn’t ap-
pear the sturgeon that made
it to Milford were intent on
spawning. Instead, they
might have been exploring.

“Based on what they see
on the Kennebec [River],
based on when these fish
went into the fish lift, the
conditions don’t seem to be
appropriate for spawning,”
Zydlewski said. “However,
we don’t know how long
they were up there before
they went into the lift.”

Only future study will
help determine that.

And while Johnston will
be moving on, she’s confi-
dent a lucky graduate stu-
dent eventually will get to
pop the cork on a cham-
pagne bottle bought sever-
al years ago, scheduled to
be opened only when evi-
dence of spawning activity
is discovered.

“Someone, someday,”
Johnston said. “But it was
worth celebrating [the two
fish that made it to Mil-
ford, too].”


