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Brewerwoman aims to send children in need back to school with proper tools
BY ARDEANA HAMLIN
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

Holly Lundquist of Brew-
er launched on July 25 a
project she calls Back to
School with the Proper
Tools. Her goal is to fill 500
backpacks with school sup-
plies and give them to chil-
dren whose families can’t
afford to provide such
equipment for their school-
age children.

Lundquist said Back to
School with the Proper
Tools began to take shape
last fall when she learned
that several children in her
extended family needed
school supplies. “They
needed assistance so my
husband and I got them
backpacks. Then I started
couponing — I’m a coupon-
er — for school supplies,”
Lundquist said.

Couponing involves clip-
ping money-saving coupons
from magazines and news-
papers, or printing them
from websites, That worked
just fine. Then Lundquist
wrote about her effort on
her Facebook page. “I
caught fire after that,” she
said. “Each day I post the
status of what supplies I
have and what is needed.”
For example, one day she
had not supply of looseleaf
notebook paper so she post-
ed that fact. “When I came

home there were 26 packag-
es [of the paper] on my door-
step. In a single day I went
from zero to 26.”

Lunquist said she is very
organized and has a room
in her house where she can
sort and store the school
supplies and backpacks as
they are donated. Her hus-
band Dana Lundquist helps
her fill the backpacks, Each
backpack is labeled with
the name of its recipient
and its destination.

At first, Lundquist
thought she would limit the
project to schools in Brew-
er, but since she is getting
requests for backpacks
through her Facebook page,
she has broadened her
scope and plans to fill any
requests she receives from
teachers, schools or non-
profit organizations in
Maine.

“I’ll find a way to get
them [backpacks] there,”
Lundquist said. “If a child
needs a backpack, we will
get them one.”

Lundquist’s goal for the
school season is 500 back-
packs. “I am amazed by the
number of parents who
have to choose between
buying groceries or school
supplies for their children,”
she said. “I would like to see
Back to School with the
Proper Tools go further
than the back to school sea-

son, I’d like to be year
round. That’s my goal.”

Lundquist is seeking
donations of backpacks,
pencils, pens, highlight-
ers, markers, crayons, col-
ored pencils, notebooks,
three-ring binders, paper
for the binders, scissors,
staplers, erasers, rulers,
glue, glue sticks, and tape.
Most needed items at the
moment, Lundquist said,
are backpacks, staplers

and and tape.
Lundquist, in collabora-

tion with Generations Bou-
tique and Art Studio in
Brewer, will hold a Paint
and Sip event 5:30-8 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 13, at Gen-
erations, to benefit Back to
School with the Proper
Tools. The event will in-
clude an auction with items
such as gift certificates and
gift baskets donated by
local businesses. Refresh-

ments and cupcakes will be
supplied by local baker
Courtney Harris and Melis-
sa White of Tastefully Sim-
ple. Roxanne Noddin and
Crystal Ridley, boutique
owners will hold a drawing
for a gift certificate for a
free paint and sip class at
another date to whomever
brings in school supplies
that evening to donate.
Swag bags full of coupons,
samples, etc. will be given

to each attendee.
The cost to attend is

$34.95 with $10 of that
amount earmarked for
Back to School with the
Proper Tools. Only 35 reser-
vations will be taken. To
make a reservation, go to
generationsbrewer.com or
call Roxanne Noddin at 989-
9003.

Lundquist has arranged
school supply drop-off
points at Generations Bou-
tique and Art Studio at 153
State St. in Brewer, The
Kneaded Touch at 1460
Hammond St. in Bangor
and Pouzel Physical Thera-
py at 33 Penn Plaza, Suite B,
in Bangor.

As of Aug. 4, 35 back-
packs had been donated and
Lundquist was optimistic
that her goal of 500 would be
reached.

“I have a photo of a child
[who received a backpack],
smiling from ear to ear,
going off to kindergarten —
I hope those children will
be successful in school and
that they will grow up and
do for other children what
we have been able to. I had
a good childhood so it’s only
right that I pass it on.”

For information, find
Back to School with the
Proper Tools on Facebook,
email her at holly-
blundquist@gmail.com or
call 631-8510.

COURTESY OF HOLLY LUNDQUIST

Holly Lundquist of Brewer (left), Brewer Mayor Matthew Vachon and his mother
Michele Butera, hold a box filled with school supplies donated to Back to School with
the Proper Tools, an effort Lundquist launched July 25 to provide backpacks filled
with school supplies to donate to children in need.
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Colleges
Bates College

These area students grad-
uated on May 31 Bates Col-
lege in Lewiston:

• Lauren Piccirillo,
daughter of Dr. Mark and
Dr. Susan Piccirillo of New-
burgh, graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology, art and visual cul-
ture. She is a 2011 graduate
of John Bapst Memorial
High School in Bangor.

• Jack Stacey, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Brett Stacey of
Bangor, graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics. He is a 2011 gradu-
ate of Bangor High School.

• Hillary Throckmorton,
daughter of Timothy
Throckmorton of Bangor
and Emily Ellis of Bangor,

graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in sociology at Bates.
She is a 2011 graduate of
Bangor High School.

Bentley University
HAMPDEN — Michaela

Stephenson, daughter of
Tom and Cindy Stephenson
of Hampden, was named to
the dean’s list for the spring
semester, and graduated
magna cum laude on May 16
with a bachelor’s degree in
economics finance and a
double minor in law and
global studies, honors pro-
gram, at Bentley Universi-
ty.

Union College
ORONO — John Peterson

of Orono was named to the
dean’s list for the spring se-
mester at Union College in
Schenectady, New York.

University of Maine
ORONO — The Maine

Business School at the Uni-
versity of Maine is offering
information sessions in Bel-
fast and Orono for its new
online master’s degree in
business administration
program.

UMaine’s 30-credit pro-
gram makes it possible to
have a job and get an MBA
while studying online or in
live classes.

To learn more about the
program, join faculty and
staff 4-6 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 10 at UMaine’s
Hutchinson Center in Bel-
fast, or 4-6 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 17, at the D.P. Cor-
bett Business Building on
the UMaine campus. To
register go to online.
umaine.edu.

school news
Eastern Maine Fall base-
ball league

OLD TOWN — Registra-
tions for the upcoming 2015
Eastern Maine Fall Base-
ball League will close Aug.
17. The developmental
baseball league is designed
for children ages 8 to 12.
The be eligible, children
cannot turn 13 before Sun-
day, Sept. 6.

The Eastern Maine Fall
Baseball League does not
allow all star teams to
enter the league.

Some travel is required
to surrounding towns for
games.

For information on en-
tering the league as an in-
dividual, or entering a
team, visit oldtownrec.
com.
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