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On a recent evening at
the Bangor Opera House,
performers trickled through
the doors, their arms laden
with instrument cases.
They swept through the
lobby and into the theatre
space, busying themselves
with preparations for
rehearsal.

Ashley Lewis lugged her
guitar case onto the stage
and started her voice
exercises, trilling along and
flitting about the theatre
happily. Andrew Crowe and
Gaylen Smith began filling
the stage with instruments,
from banjos and guitars to
mandolins and an upright
bass. Ira Kramer and
Jeremy Sevelovitz arrived
to complete the quintet.

These five comprise the
performing cast for “Ring of
Fire: The Music of Johnny
Cash,” a production by the
Penobscot Theatre
Company that will kick off
its 2015-2016 season.

“[The musical is about]
telling the story through the
songs,” said Smith, a
Brewer resident who will
play one of many
incarnations of Cash. Each
actor, including Crowe,
Kramer, Sevelovitz and
Smith play Cash at some
point during his life, and
actress Lewis juggles the
roles of the women in his
life, including Cash’s
mother and June Carter
Cash. The dialogue
facilitates the exploration of
Cash through his music,
and there’s just enough of it
to give shape to Cash’s life.

“I think that fans are
going to get interesting
details that they wouldn’t
have normally understood
without the songs latched
into his life,” Lewis said of
the show.

Each of the performers
will fill out the story by
performing almost 40 Cash
songs on a range of
instruments at each of the
14 performances from Sept.
10 -27.

Crowe, who is also the
show’s music director,
stressed that the show isn’t
an impersonation of Cash
but rather a celebration.

“There’s a danger in
these shows of trying to
impersonate,” Crowe said.
“When you impersonate
them it becomes a flimsy,
fake replica of something
that was once amazing. I
think that does a disservice
to the musician. We’re here
to celebrate the music with
the audience and try to steer
things in that direction
rather than doing an
impersonation.”

In addition to the songs
and acting of the
performers, a projection
screen will provide actual
video and photos of Cash
throughout his life. The
production is a
reimagining of the
original Broadway
per formance and
chronicles Cash’s journey
from Arkansas to the
Grand Ole Opry and
everything in between.
However, it speaks to
much more than just
Cash’s life, using
universal themes to relate
to all manner of audiences,
just like the music of Cash
himself, which crossed
musical genres, cultural
divides, and generations.

Crowe and the cast
expect to see a diverse
audience, drawn to the
show because of their
varying connections to
Cash’s music.

“That’s how audiences
were for Johnny when he
was alive,” Crowe said.
“You would have the
hippie crowd in their bell
bottoms, the cowboys in
their boots and their hats
because they’re country
fans. You’d have the rock
and roll crowd in their
tight black t-shirts and
they’d all come together
because Johnny appealed
to all of them. They would
all sit shoulder to shoulder
and enjoy this music
together. That’s been my
experience when I’ve
played around the country
and I hope and expect that
will happen here.”

Tickets can be purchased by
calling the Penobscot Theatre
Co. at 207-942-3333 or by visiting
www.penobscottheatre.org.
For a full schedule of the 2015-
2016 season, visit
penobscottheatre.org/season.

Penobscot Theatre
Company to
celebrate Johnny
Cash in ‘Ring of Fire’

Chinese Festival slated
for Brewer Auditorium

The Maine China
Network will host its first-
ever Chinese Mid-Autumn
Festival and Chinese
Culture Variety Show on
Saturday, Sept. 19.

From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
the Brewer Auditorium
will host a free event
featuring entertainment
representing cultural and
ethnic heritage from all
over the world, in addition
to the traditional
observation of the Chinese
Moon, or Mid-Autumn,
Festival. This is an all-
ages event with many
special activities for
children. Various ethnic
food will be available.

Then from 3 to 5 p.m. the
Maine China Network will
host a variety show
featuring performers from
the Maine Chinese
community, showcasing
such art forms as kung fu,
traditional Chinese
dancing, music and more.
Tickets for the show are
$10 for adults and $5 for
children 13 and under. For
more information, visit
mainechina.org

Walk for Zero AIDS
walk set for Sept. 19

The Down East Aids
Network (DEAN) will hold
its annual Walk for Zero, a
fundraising event for
AIDS research and to
remain vigilant about
building a world with zero
new cases of HIV, zero
AIDS-related deaths, and
zero stigma associated
with HIV/AIDS.

The walk is set for 10
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 19,
with registration lasting
from 10-10:30 a.m. at
DEAN’s Health Equity
Center at 51 Broadway, just
off State Street. People
raising pledges should
bring their registration
materials, pledge forms
and donations.

The walk will start at
10:30 a.m., rain or shine.
The route is roughly a
mile long and
accommodations can be
made for people with
disabilities. Not planning
on walking? You can still
attend for support, or send
your materials to DEAN,
25A Pine St., Ellsworth,
ME 04605.

After the walk at 11:30
DEAN staff will host a
barbecue and party for all
walkers, back at the Health
Equity Center.

West Market Square to
host End Violence
Together Rally

TheEndViolenceTogether
Rally and March will be held
on Saturday, Sept. 19,
beginning at 1 p.m. in
Downtown Bangor’s West
Market Square. The event is
sponsored by more than forty
organizations, including the
Greater Bangor NAACP,
Moms Demand Action, the
Climate Change Lobby, Food
and Medicine, the
Community Union of
Ellsworth, Veterans for
Peace, Peace and Justice
Center of Eastern Maine and
Physicians for Social
Responsibility. Last year’s
rally and march drew around
200 people, and was one of
hundreds of nonviolent
events and activities across
the nation as part of the
Campaign for Nonviolence.

The public is invited to
attend the event, featuring
drumming, music, children’s

activities coordinated by the
Maine Discovery Museum,
speakers, and opportunities
to visit information tables of
sponsoring groups. The rally
will be followed by a one-mile
march through downtown
Bangor and a concluding
ceremony at West Market
Square.

‘The Cherry Orchard’
one of many fall picks for
School of Performing Arts

An invitation to “Find
YourselfintheArts”headlines
the inside of the University of
Maine School of Performing
Arts fall 2015 brochure.

The SPA is providing
numerous opportunities for
people to do just that. It’s
staging 29 distinct theater,
music and dance shows
totaling 40 performances in
three campus venues from
September through
December.

The curtain will rise on the
season at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 10, for
the Faculty Jazz Recital and
go down after the 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 12 Fall Dance Showcase.

highlights include:
Pianist Ginger Yang

Hwalek will be featured in two
faculty recitals. One, with
flutist Liz Downing at 2 p.m.
Oct. 18, was originally
scheduled for last winter but
was postponed due to weather.
Theother,withLauraArtesani
at 7:30 p.m. Nov 13, will be a
four-hands piano recital.

AttheSocietyofComposers
Conference Showcase Oct. 22–
24, UMaine faculty and
students will perform pieces
selected from submissions by
musicians from around the
country.

The Mainely Baroque
MusicConcertat7:30p.m.Oct.
29 will feature Italian music of
the 17th century. Three
Mainely Baroque artists —
Rose Barrett on baroque
violin, from France; Luca A.
Rizzello on baroque violin,
from the Netherlands; and
Gilberto Scordari on organ
and harpsichord, from Italy
— will join UMaine faculty
members Anatole Wieck on
violin, Dan Barrett on
trombone and others from the
SPA and area communities.

Several musicians who
perform in the concert are

slated to join the University
Orchestra in concert at 7:30
p.m. Oct. 31.

For theater enthusiasts,
“The Cherry Orchard”
directed by Marcia Joy
Douglas, will be performed
seven times — Nov. 6, 7 and 8
andNov. 12, 13, 14and15. “The
Cherry Orchard” is the last
playpennedbyRussianwriter
Anton Chekhov before his
death in 1904. The play, which
mixes comedy and tragedy,
portrays an aristocratic
Russian family that loses its
estate because it can’t pay the
mortgage.

The Yuletide Holiday
Concert, a traditional fan
favorite,willringinthefestive
season at 2 p.m. Dec. 6 at the
Collins Center for the Arts.

And, at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 8,
UMaine professor Beth
Wiemann, a composer and
clarinet player, will be a guest
soloist intheSymphonicBand
Concert at the CCA. UMaine
band director Chris White
will conduct the concert and
Nicholas Williams from the
UniversityofNorthTexaswill
be guest conductor.

For a complete list of
performances, dates, times,
sites and ticket prices, visit
umaine.edu/spa/events.

Hospice of Eastern
Maine holds volunteer
training chourse

Hospice of Eastern Maine
(HOEM) will be holding its
2015 volunteer training course
on six consecutive Tuesdays,
Oct. 13 - Nov. 17, noon-4 p.m.,
at the EMMC Healthcare
Mall, 885 Union St., Bangor.
HOEM invites caring men
and women who feel called to
help neighbors who are
terminally ill to apply for a
spot in this fall’s class.

HOEM volunteers are
compassionate people of all
ages and backgrounds who
share their time and
friendship supporting people
who have a life expectancy of
6monthsandtheircaregivers.
Volunteers live in a 25-mile
radius of Bangor and
generally provide 2 – 4 hours
of service per week when
assigned to a patient. New
volunteers are especially
neededinsomeoftheoutlying
areas around Bangor, such as

Etna, Stetson, Levant,
Kenduskeag, Corinth,
Hudson, and Orrington.
Volunteers serve both HOEM
and Community Health and
Counseling Services Hospice
patients and are members of
an interdisciplinary group
that plans and delivers
patient care.

Hospice is holistic care
that focuses on the
physical, emotional,
social, and spiritual needs
of patients and their
family caregivers. Trained
professionals provide the
physical, psych-social, and
spiritual aspects of care
while hospice volunteers
offer comfort care, such
as, attentive listening,
talking, playing games,
reading, writing letters,
recording memoirs,
preparing a meal, or
driving to appointments.
Volunteers are typically
assigned to serve only one
patient and family at a
time.

The comprehensive
training course will help

participants understand the
dynamics of end-of-life and
prepare them to effectively
provide companionship,
emotional support, respite,
and bereavement support for
hospice patients and their
families.

Hospice of Eastern Maine
is Bangor’s oldest hospice
and has been meeting the
end-of-life needs in local
communities since 1981.
HOEM is a program of
Bangor Area Visiting Nurses
and part of Eastern Maine
HomeCare.

For more information
about becoming a patient
care volunteer or to learn
about other volunteer
opportunities with
Hospice of Eastern Maine,
please call Wayne
Melanson, Volunteer
Manager at 973-8269 or
e-mail wmelanson@emhs.
org. Aspiring patient
care volunteers must
complete an application
and interview prior to
October 9. Class size is
limited to 15.

community news wheels on the waterfront returns
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The Greater Bangor Convention and Visitor’s Bureau will once again host Wheels on the Waterfront, a classic and
antique car show set for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12 on the Bangor Waterfront. More than 100 vehicles are
expected to attend the event, the largest car show in eastern Maine. Prizes will be presented in more than 20
categories, from trucks to muscle cars to motorcycles. To register your car, visitbangormaine.com. Is is free for
all ages to just come visit and admire the cars.


