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For some people of a
certain age, late night
horror hosts were fun,
fearsome faces on their
television screens once a
week, usually on a Satur-
day night. For the pro-
tagonist of the 2010 “Doc-
tor Cerberus,” a contem-
porary play being pro-
duced by the Penobscot
Theatre Company that
opens Oct. 22, those mid-
night movies introduced
by those horror hosts
were a lifeline.

Franklin Robertson,
the main character of
“Cerberus,” portrayed by
longtime PTC actor Ben
Layman, is a horrr mov-
ie-loving 13-year-old mis-
fit, with a bullying older
brother and distant par-
ents. Doctor Cerberus,
the horror host brought
to campy, macabre life
by Mark Chambers, last
seen in 2014’s “The Mys-
tery of Irma Vep,” helps
Franklin to grow up,
change and be the person
he wants to be.

“It’s a play about dys-
functional families... and
it’s a play about follow-

ing your dreams,” said
director Bari Newport.
“And it’s a play for any-
body that loves horror
movies or comic books or
Stephen King or any-
thing else like that.”

Set in the early 1980s,
and with costumes de-
signed by Kevin Koski
and a set by Tricia Hobbs,
both to suit the era, “Doc-
tor Cerberus” blends to-
gether pop culture and
pathos into a satisfying,
touching whole. Written
by Roberto Aguirre-Saca-
sa, known for his work
writing for a variety of
Marvel Comics titles,
writing for the TV shows
“Glee” and “Big Love,”
and writing the script for
the 2013 remake of Ste-
phen King’s “Carrie,”
the play had been on
Newport’s radar for some
time. It wasn’t until this
season, her fourth full
season with PTC, that
she felt the time was
right to stage it.

“It’s an offbeat play,
and it’s got some bad lan-
guage and it’s a little
edgy, but it’s the kind of
thing we love to do…
These are the kinds of
plays we live for, the

ones that are challenging
and unique… it’s the
kind of thing that a big
financial success like
‘Ring of Fire’ helps us
do,” said Newport, refer-
ring to the season-open-
ing Johnny Cash musical
that ran last month, and
which was extended a
week due to demand.

With a cast rounded
out by Brad LaBree as
Franklin’s mean-spirited
older brother and Domi-
nick Varney and Amy
Roeder as his irritable
parents, “Doctor Cer-
berus” is notable in that
the two younger charac-
ters, played by LaBree
and Layman, who are
full-grown adults, play-
ing teenagers.

“We’re supposed to
watch these characters
grow up throughout the
play,” said Newport.
“The whole idea is that
Franklin is undergoing a
kind of transformation.”

The look and feel of
“Doctor Cerberus” capi-
talizes on those horror
elements in the play.
The titular Doctor is
seen on his own set, lit
up in a striking way by
lighting director Scout

Hough. Franklin is sur-
rounded by old-fash-
ioned TV sets, with
stacks of them on either
side of the stage and two
enormous custom-made
ones hanging from the
ceiling, onto which pro-
jections by PTC market-
ing director and visual
artist Magnus Stark are

screened. It’s campy, it’s
spooky and it’s affecting
— just the right mixture
for a play that runs
throughout the Hallow-
een season.

“Doctor Cerberus”
runs from Thursday, Oct.
22 through Sunday, Nov.
8, with performances
Wednesdays through

Sundays at the Bangor
Opera House. For tickets
and for more information
about the 2015-2016 PTC
season, go to the Bangor
Opera House box office
between 10 a.m. and 5
p.m. Monday through
Friday, call 942-3333, or
visit online at penobscot-
theatre.org.
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Ben Layman plays protagonist Franklin Robertson in Penobscot Theatre’s new
production of the horror movie -themed new play “Dr. Cerberus,” running Oct. 22
through Nov. 8 at the Bangor Opera House

PTC’s ‘Doctor Cerberus’ blends pathos and pop culture

The Bangor Humane Soci-
ety announced recently that
it has the opportunity to re-
ceive a $50,000 unrestricted
challenge grant from the El-
mina B. Sewall Foundation
in support of its mission. The
matching challenge will help
organization achieve its goal
of expanding its fiscal capac-
ity in order to provide more
quality care for more home-
less animals.

The foundation will award
the funds when the Bangor
Humane Society demon-
strates success in raising
$50,000 during its 2015 annu-
al appeal from new donors or
existing donors who have in-
creased their giving. The
goal is to raise the funds by
the end of the year.

Direct care expenses re-

lated to rehabilitating the
and medical and behavioral
needs for more than 3,000
shelter pets each year is one
of the largest annual expens-
es for BHS. While BHS is un-
able to predict what rehabili-
tative care will be necessary
when an animal comes
through the doors, having
the resources available al-
lows the staff to have the
confidence to compassion-
ately and urgently treat
every animal in need, with-
out worrying about whether
or not BHS can afford it.

“We are dedicated to giv-
ing a second chance to every
animal in our care,” says
Suzan Bell, executive direc-
tor. “We invest in each life by
offering compassionate care,
medical and therapeutic, and

allow their bodies and spirits
to heal before placing them
into new homes.”

The shelter intake of ani-
mals surrendered because
their owners do not have
the resources to provide
medical or other care need-
ed has been steadily in-
creasing over the last sev-
eral years. BHS projects
that its veterinary expenses
to care for their shelter
pets, which includes but is
not limited to, emergency
care, specialized surgeries
and treatment of temporary
ailments, will be approxi-
mately $200,000 this year.

The grant will provide
vital support to the ani-
mals in BHS’ care to help
restore their physical,
mental and emotional

health so they can be placed
into loving homes.

“We are so grateful for
the ongoing support of the
Elmina B. Sewall founda-
tion and are honored that
they continue to trust and
believe by granting us this
opportunity to earn such a
generous charitable gift,”
said Bell. “Therefore, we
hope the foundation’s sup-
port and generosity will not
only show the community
at large how much we need
their support to help us
care for the over 3,000 ani-
mals in our care each year,
by also inspire them to give
a new or increased gift this
season so it can be matched
by the Sewall Foundation,
helping their gift to save
even more lives.”
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English bulldog Reba waits with her owner, Melinda
Boxwell for the start of the annual Paws on Parade to
benefit the Bangor Humane Society Saturday at the
Bangor Waterfront, held Oct. 3.

Bangor Humane Society begins fundraising effort formatching grant


