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Having grown up watch-
ing horror movies, Elaine
Bard, artistic director of
the Orono-based Some The-
ater Company, has always
had a special place in her
heart for Sam Raimi’s “Evil
Dead” movies, including
the original, “Evil Dead 2”
and “Army of Darkness.”
When she found out there
was a musical based on
“Evil Dead,” however, she
knew she had to somehow
stage the show herself.

“I just couldn’t believe
there was a musical based
on [these movies],” said
Bard, who with her family
has performed in many
shows with Ten Bucks
Theatre Company and
Orono Community The-
atre. “I love how the musi-
cal manages to encapsu-
late all three movies per-
fectly into one show stop-
ping package, retaining
that tongue in cheek
humor that the movies
had. It’s campy and scary
all rolled into one.”

Some Theatre Company

will present “Evil Dead:
The Musical” for three
nights at the Keith Ander-
son Community Center in
Orono, with shows at 7
p.m. Nov. 5, 6 and 7 and 10
a.m. Nov. 6 and 7. Tickets
are $15 at the door, or $25
for the “splatter zone” —
this is one musical that’s
just as much about the
song and dance as it is the
blood, gore, low-budget
special effects and audi-
ence participation. Splat-
ter zone ticket holders will
definitely get messy, and
the show is geared towards
ages 12 and up.

“It’s the ultimate 4D ex-
perience… It’s much more
than a musical,” said Bard.
“It’s an immersive experi-
ence with broad appeal.”

For those who haven’t
seen the movie, the story
goes as follows: young
college student Ash and
friends take a weekend
getaway at abandoned
cabin, unleash ancient
evil spirits, friends turn
into Candarian Demons,
Ash fights until dawn to
survive. Ash is played by
Logan Bard, with his
friends rounded out by
castmates Paul Allen as
Scott, Nichole Sparlin as
Linda, Erryn Bard as
Cheryl and Brie DeSoro
as Shelly.

The musical, first staged
in 2003 in Toronto, Cana-
da, takes the movie story-
line and adds in song and
dance, and audience par-
ticipation in the vein of
“The Rocky Horror Show”

— not quite as violent as
the movie, of course, and
with even more comedy.
Many of the scenes and
even specific lines from
the movie are in the musi-
cal, with Ash, the iconic,
chainsaw and shotgun-
wielding protagonist im-
mortalized by actor Bruce
Campbell, taking center
stage.

Some Theatre Company
started in 2011, as a way
for Bard to offer theater
programming to people of
all ages and backgrounds
— especially for families
to perform together as a
group.

“There are not enough
opportunities for families
to perform together, and
that is where our focus
will go: doing shows where
all ages can participate to-
gether,” said Bard. “We
also want to have a focus
on working with adults
and children with disabili-
ties and provide a safe en-
vironment for them to take
the stage and experience
all the joy that performing
has to offer.”

Next up for Some The-
atre Company, the group
will begin in 2016 to per-
form regularly at the Unity
College Center for the Per-
forming Arts. Initial plans
for the season include
more all-ages shows,
Shakespeare in Unity Col-
lege’s gardens in the sum-
mertime and camps and
classes. For more informa-
tion, visit www.somethe-
atrecompany.com.
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Cast members of Some Theatre Company’s “Evil
Dead: The Musical” include (counter-clockwise from
lower right) Ash (Logan Bard) Scott (Paul Allen)
Linda (Nichole Sparlin) Cheryl (Erryn Bard) and
Shelly (Brie DeSoto). The show runs three nights,
Nov. 5-7 at the Keith Anderscon Community Center
in Orono.

SomeTheatre’s “EvilDead:TheMusical”
to bring campy gore, laughs to Orono

Maine Chinese
Conference slated for
HussonUniversity, Oct.
30 and 31

The Chinese Language and
Culture Center of Maine, the
Maine Confucius Classroom,
andtheBangorChineseSchool,
in collaboration with the
Maine Department of Educa-
tion, the University of Maine,
the City of Bangor and Husson
University will hold the 2015
Maine Chinese Conference,
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday,
Oct. 30, and 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday,Oct. 31,at theRichardE.
Dyke Center for Family Busi-
ness at Husson University, at 1
College Circle in Bangor.

The event, sponsored by
Hanban, the Chinese Consul-
ateinNewYork,LeeAcademy,
Washington Academy and oth-
ers will feature professional
development for foreign lan-
guage teaching, in both Chi-
neseandinother languages,on
Friday, and Chinese cooking
and crafts for the family on
Saturday. The theme of the
conference is Think Globally,
Act Locally. For information,
visit www.bangorchinese.com.

Beal College open
house set for Nov. 7

Beal College, on the Farm
Road in Bangor, will offer an
open house for prospective
students from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 7. Appli-
cation fees will be waived for
those interested in applying
that attend the open house
event. Potential students can
tour the campus, check out
the medical and welding
labs, try the law enforce-
ment simulator, and enjoy
free refreshments through-
out the morning. Faculty
and staff will be available to
speak one on one with ind-
viduals, as well as staff from
the admissions and financial
aid offices, who will be avail-
able to offer financial aid
counseling and answer other
questions. To register for the
open house, visit bealcol-
lege.com/openhouse.

Library knitters partner
with Brewer PD for
social service project

The Brewer Public Library
knitting group is working on
a community service project
in partnership with the Brew-
er Police Department. Knit-
ters in the group bring their
own yarn and needles to knit
mittens, caps and scarves
which Brewer police officers

will carry in small packs in
their vehicles this winter. The
items will be handed out to
those officers encounter who
may need them. The group is
open to experienced or new
knitters, crocheters or other
needleworkers who wish to
participate in the service proj-
ect or work on projects of
their own. The group meets at
9:30 a.m. Fridays, at the li-
brary. For information, call
the library at 989-7943.

UMaineBiocar Team
advances to national
competition

The University of Maine
Biocar Team will hit the road
November 8–13 to participate
in the 2015 National Chem-E-
Car competition at the Uni-
versity of Utah.

The team, composed of 10
bioengineering students, will
race its car named Babe
against 36 unique chemically
powered vehicles designed by
teams from around the world.

The competition is part of
the American Institute of
Chemical Engineer’s annual
student conference and is
aimed to engage college stu-
dents in designing and con-
structing a car powered by a
chemical energy source. The
car must safely carry a speci-
fied load over a given dis-
tance before stopping.

UMaine earned a trip to
nationals after placing fourth
in the regional competition
at Northeastern University
in the spring. The top three
teams were eligible to com-
pete in the next round, but
because two of the three fi-
nalists were from the same
institution, UMaine ad-
vanced to the finals.

The chemistry behind the
operation of the car involves
the decomposition of hydro-
gen peroxide into oxygen and
water, with a little help from
an enzyme. The reaction re-
leases oxygen gas that pres-
surizes the system, which
displaces the water, causing
the wheels to move. Altering
the amount of reactant in
the reaction changes the
pressure in the reaction ves-
sel, which allows the team to
control how far the car trav-
els.When the pressure is re-
leased, the car will stop.

The design for the car
began three years ago and
has been improved each se-
mester to maximize its de-
sign and efficiency. The com-
petition increases awareness
of the chemical engineering
discipline among the public,
industry leaders, educa-
tors and students.
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Bangor Public Health launches anti-
vaping campaign in Bangor region
BY EVAN BELANGER
OF THE BDN STAFF

In its latest effort to keep
people from vaping, Bangor
Public Health and Commu-
nity Services has launched
a new campaign designed to
warn the public of the po-
tential health hazards of
electronic cigarettes.

The new campaign tar-
gets both children and
adults throughout the Ban-
gor area and includes public
service announcements for
TV, radio and Internet. Elec-
tronic cigarettes are battery-
operated devices that use a
small heating element to va-
porize liquid nicotine and
other substances, which are
inhaled by the user.

“While there are still many
unknowns about the risks
and possible benefits of e-cig-
arettes and vape devices, we
do know these products have
the potential to negatively im-
pact young people,” said
BPHCS Health Promotion
Manager Jamie Comstock.

At a cost of nearly $10,000,
the campaign is funded
through grants from Healthy
Maine Partnerships and the
federal Drug-Free Communi-
ties Program, according to
Robin Carr-Slauenwhite, Ban-
gor public health’s substance
abuse prevention coordinator.

According to Comstock,
manufacturers of vaping de-
vices are attempting to re-
normalize smoking culture
by marketing vaping prod-

ucts as a safe alternative and
by targeting young people
with candy flavored e-liquids
and celebrity endorsements.

“Exposure to nicotine
may affect brain develop-
ment and lead to nicotine
addiction,” she said.

The campaign offers
“toolkits” for local schools
that include anti-vaping
materials such as posters
and sample language for
anti-vaping policies.

It also includes two videos
-- one targeting youths and
one targeting adults -- that
claim e-cigarette vapor con-
tains formaldehyde, lead, the
toxic metal cadmium and
other harmful substances.

According to a survey re-
leased in April by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, electronic
cigarette use by middle and
high school students tripled
from 2013 to 2014.

In all, about 2 million
high school students and
450,000 middle school stu-
dents said they had vaped at
least once in the past 30
days, the CDC reports.

Asked about the new cam-
paign, Dustin Fitzpatrick,
owner of Vapeway, a vape
shopinBangor, said the liquid
used in the devices -- known as
e-liquid or e-juice -- contains
only four ingredients, com-
pared to more than 4,000 sub-
stances in cigarette smoke.

“Mathematically, when a
lot of people will say that
vaping is 10 times more

dangerous than smoking
cigarettes, that’s almost im-
possible,” he said.

According to manufac-
turers, most e-liquids con-
tain either vegetable glyc-
erin or propylene glycol
(both common food addi-
tives), nicotine and natural
or artificial flavoring.

The CDC reports that
propylene glycol is general-
ly considered safe and is
contained in many foods,
drugs and cosmetics.

However, the Mayo Clin-
ic Nicotine Dependence
Center reports that there is
no long-term safety data
showing the impact of re-
peated inhalation of propyl-
ene glycol or vegetable glyc-
erin on lung tissue.

Fitzpatrick said he
smoked a pack of cigarettes a
day until he switched to vap-
ing more than two years ago.

Since then, he says he has
personally experienced the
health benefits of vaping as
opposed to smoking, feeling
increased lung capacity and
energy, improved senses of
taste and smell and fewer
bouts of cold and flu.

“We have converted very
many smokers who have
been extremely satisfied
with the results that they’ve
seen from quitting smoking
and switching to vaping,”
Fitzpatrick said.

Both Comstock and
BPHCS Director Patty Ham-
ilton have said publicly that
studies on the health effects

of vaping are conflicting,
but Hamilton said in June
she would rather err on the
side of caution when it
comes to vaping.

In January, a paper pub-
lished in the New England
Journal of Medicine said re-
searchers had detected form-
aldehyde, a known carcino-
gen, when they tested an e-
cigarette at high voltages.

But one of the authors
has since disputed media
reports that claimed the
paper meant vaping was
more dangerous than tradi-
tional cigarettes, saying no
such statement was made
by the researchers.

The researchers reported
no formaldehyde was found
when they tested the device at
lower voltages but advised
users should not assume safe-
ty when it comes to vaping.

The new campaign comes
after members of the Bangor
City Council discussed in
June an ordinance that would
prohibit vaping in all areas
where smoking is currently
banned under state law.

Hamilton said this week
that the city is abandoning
that proposed ordinance
since the Maine Legislature
added vaping to the state’s
smoking laws this year.

Unlike the state law, the
Bangor ordinance would have
banned smoking and vaping
within 20 feet of playgrounds
and picnic areas in all city
parks. Both activities are cur-
rently allowed in city parks.

BANGOR:
• Bingo, 6:15 p.m. Tuesday

and Saturday, Dow-Clewley
VFW Post 1761, 1368 Ham-
mond St. Doors open 4:30 p.m.

• Twin City Riot semi-pro
men’s football team practice
and player recruiting 6-8 p.m.
Wednesdays and Sundays,
Stillwater Park, 338 Howard
St. Allen McLamb, 478-9208 or
twincityriot@gmail.com.

•AARP Penobscot Chapter
374, noon, Tuesday, Nov. 3 at
the Bangor Elks Club on the
Odlin Road. Topics include
the Angel Tree program and
chair yoga.

•Maine Fighting Gamer’s
Alliance, weekly competitive
video gaming including
Super Smash Bros, Mortal
Kombat,StreetFighter,more,
8 p.m. Wednesdays at Paddy
Murphy’s, Main St.

• Dirigo Bridge Club with
Steve Dyer, 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, and 12:30 p.m. Mondays

and Thursdays, Bangor
Motor Inn. Steve Dyer, 884-
7413, or Jean Martin, 989-3873.

• Paul Bunyan Chapter of
BNI, 7-8:30 a.m. Tuesdays,
Season’s Restaurant.

• Bangor Toastmasters,
public speaking and leader-
ship skills, 7 p.m. first and
third Wednesdays, Beal Col-
lege, 99 Farm Road. 944-0838
or bangortoastmasters@
gmail.com.

• Rendez-Vous, French con-
versation group, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
first and third Wednesdays,
cafe, Books-A-Million, 116
Bangor Mall Blvd.

• Bangor Grange, first and
third Tuesdays, 1192 Ohio St.
Potluck, 6 p.m., meeting, 7
p.m. Applications for mem-
bership accepted. 973-3976.

• German Stammtisch lan-
guage group, 5:30 p.m. second
and fourth Wednesdays,
Books-A-Million, 116 Bangor
Mall Blvd. 866-4992.

• Spanish Conversation
Table, 7 p.m. Fridays, Books-

A-Million, Bangor Mall Blvd.
BREWER:
• Eastern Maine Diecast

Association, second Mon-
days, IGA coffee shop, North
Brewer Shopping Center. 745-
1345, 942-3801.

GLENBURN:
• Glenburn Lakeside Rid-

ers Club, 7-8 p.m. first and
third Wednesdays, Glenburn
Community Center, corner
Phillips Road and Ohio
Street. 942-2649.GLENBURN:

• Bingo, 7 p.m. Thursdays,
West Glenburn Community
Club, 5 Phillips Road, across
from fire station. Doors open
4:30 p.m.; early birds, 5:30 p.m.
745-3067.

HAMPDEN:
• Bingo, 7 p.m. Fridays,

VFW Post 4633, Canoe Club
Road. Early birds, 6 p.m. Re-
freshments available. 862-2553.

• Knitting group, 6:30-8
p.m. Wednesdays, Edythe
Dyer Library, 269 Main
Road North. Bring a proj-
ect.

clubs and groups


