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Election day returns new
leadership in Bangor region
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

General elections were
held across the country
on Tuesday, Nov. 3, and
the Bangor region re-
turned a number of new
councilors, selectmen
and school board mem-
bers, as well as approv-
ing several referenda and
amendments.

•In the Bangor City Coun-
cil race, voters elected
Sarah Nichols, David Neal-
ley and Joe Perry to three-
year terms.

•In the Bangor school
committee race, voters
elected Brian Doore and
Jennifer DeGroff to two-
year terms.

•In the Brewer City Coun-
cil race, voters elected Jerry
Goss and Matthew Vachon
to the council.

•In the Brewer school
board race, voters elected
Kevin Forrest and Tammy
Smith to three-year terms,
and Ashley Blanchard to a
one-year term.

•The Town of Buck-
sport elected Robert Car-
michael to a one-year

term on the town coun-
cil, and Paul Gauvin,
David Kee and Paul Rabs
to a three-year term on
the council.

•The Town of Hampden
elected Mark Cormier,
Ivan McPike and Gregory
Sirois to three-year
terms, and also elected
Wallace Frasier and An-
thony Liberatore to the
school board.

•Matthew Arnold and
Brian Call were elected to
the Levant board of se-
lectmen, and Debra CoW-
allis was elected to the
school board.

•David Mahan and John
Nuttall were elected to the
Old Town city council, and
James Dill was elected to
the school board.

•Old Town had a pro-
posed amendment on the
ballot that would prohibit
residents of Old Town
from serving as members
of the city council if per-
son concerned is married
to Old Town’s City Manag-
er or a City Department
Head. The amendment has
been proposed by the City
Council to reduce poten-
tial conflicts of interest.

Voters approved the
amendment, 706 to 166.

•Question 1, in the
towns of Clifton, Edding-
ton and Holden, asked
“Shall RSU 63 withdraw
from Alternative Organi-
zational Structure 81 at
the beginning of the 2016-
2017 fiscal year?” Voters
approved the withdraw-
al, 637-408.

Additionally, the three
statewide measures on the
ballot all passed, includ-
ing Question 1, which
read “Do you want to
change Maine law to allow
publicly financed state
candidates to qualify for
additional funds under
certain limits and rules in
the Maine Clean Election
Act, to improve the disclo-
sure of who pays for polit-
ical ads, and to increase
penalties for violations of
campaign finance law?”
Voters also passed a
$15,000,000 bond to create
low-income senior hous-
ing, and a $85,000,000
transportation bond.

Full statewide elec-
tion results can be found
online at bangordaily-
news.com.

WilliamS. Cohen to
serve as honorary chair
ofMaineTroop
GreetersMuseum

Former Secretary of
Defense and Bangor na-
tive William S. Cohen
and General Joseph W.
Ralston, former Supreme
Allied Commander, Eu-
rope, met with the Maine
Troop Greeters and sup-
porters during a recent
visit to the Bangor re-
gion to discuss plans for
the Maine Troop Greet-
ers Museum to be located
at Bangor International
Airport. Secretary Cohen
has agreed to serve as the
Honorary Campaign
Committee chair in sup-
port of the initiative.

“It is my pleasure to
serve as the Honorary
Campaign Chair for the

Maine Troop Greeters
Museum to be located at
Bangor International
Airport, where a re-
markable story of grati-
tude and friendship was
born,” said Cohen.

The Maine Troop Greet-
ers Museum will be locat-
ed on the second floor of
the airport, in the area
connecting the interna-
tional arrivals terminal
and the domestic terminal,
made meaningful by the
millions of troop greetings
that have taken place
there. The Maine Troop
Greeters Museum will pre-
serve the thousands of
items of memorabilia re-
sulting from the greeting
experiences shared by the
Troops and the Greeters
and create a place of heal-
ing and remembrance for
all who visit.

“To have Secretary
Cohen come on board as

our Museum Campaign
Honorary Chair means so
much to all of us. His ser-
vice to our country and
support of our troops has
been exemplary and as a
native of Bangor his sup-
port of the museum is very
meaningful,” said cam-
paign co-chair Cathy Czar-
necki, who serves with fel-
low chair Gil Cory.

The Maine Troop
Greeters have welcomed
more than 7,305 flights
and greeted close to 1.5
million troops. For in-
formation about the
Maine Troop Greeters
Museum or to make a do-
nation visit mainetroop-
greetersmuseum.org

OronoHigh School fall
musical,“25th Annual
PutnamCounty
Spelling Bee,” set for
Nov. 19-21

Orono High School is
preparing for its upcom-
ing musical production
of “The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling
Bee.” This uproarious
show features six actors
portraying adolescents
at a community spelling
bee. Spellers soar and
stumble through words
as we learn their stories
and discover their moti-
vation to win the “bee.”

Performances will be
held Thursday, Nov. 19,
Friday, Nov. 20, and Sat-
urday, Nov. 21, all at 7
p.m. in the Orono High
School Cafeteria.

Senior Alex Ferguson,

sophomore Jessie Walk-
er, and senior Alyssa
Stubbs will be leading
the cast portraying the
three adult roles. Other
key roles are Chana Win-
gard as Olive Ostovsky,
Isaiah Grace as William
Barfee, Tia Tardy as
Marcy Parks, Anna Fer-
gusson as Logainne
Schwarzandgruneniree,
Noam Osher as Leaf Co-
neybear, and Sam Shep-
pard as Chip Tolentio.

The cast is rounded
out by Stephen Nelson,
Zivi Osher, Eli McGill,
Lydia Bolin, Chase Bru-
ton, Katie O’Brien, and
Elsa Saunders. Orono
High School faculty
member Cami Carter, a
musical theatre graduate
of New York University,
is co-directing the show
with Daniel Perkins, a
first-year student at the
University of Maine and

past director at Next
Generation Theatre and
performer at Penobscot
Theatre. Sara Sheppard,
a UMaine faculty mem-
ber and OMS drama di-
rector for several years,
is music director for the
show, with tech direction
by Elliott Wilcox.

Tickets for “The 25th
Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee” are $7 for
general admission, and
are available in advance
from any cast or crew
member, or by calling
Orono High School at
866-4916 ext. 507, or for
purchase at The Store
Ampersand in downtown
Orono.

Bangor resident’s book helps
students navigate college

For many college stu-
dents, Thanksgiving break
is a welcome relief, but
also a dreaded opportunity
to answer the question,
“How is school?” A new
book by Bangor resident
Ann James Joles is de-
signed to help struggling
students get back on track
and take control of their
education investment.

After teaching for many
years at the University of
Maine, Joles, who lives in
Bangor, found herself re-
peatedly working with
college students who did
not understand how to
navigate higher educa-
tion. This unfortunate re-
ality led her to write her
first book: “Sink or Swim:
The Incredibly Simple
Rules for a Healthy, Low-
Stress, and Successful
College Education.”

The second in the series,
for high school students
considering their educa-
tion options, will be re-
leased in time for spring.
The book is designed to
help students understand
the expectations of the col-
lege experience.

“College isn’t anything

like high school,” said
Joles, “So it is only natu-
ral that many students
have no idea what the
rules are or what faculty
expect from them. College
success is all about the
little things, like staying
focused, scheduling
enough time to complete
an assignment, reading
the chapters, talking to
faculty, and getting
enough sleep.”

“Actions that seem com-
pletely obvious and easy to
parents are far from sec-
ond nature to many young
college students facing the
distractions of dorm life
and the responsibilities of
being away from home,”
she continued.

Obtaining a college de-
gree is a sizable challenge
today, Joles explained. In
May, the Wall Street Jour-
nal published that student
loan debt for the Class of
2015 reached more than
$35,000, and a 2011 Har-
vard research study,
“Pathways to Prosperity,”
found that only 56 percent
of students enrolled in a
four-year degree program
will graduate in less than

six years.
With this sort of news

commonplace, she said, it is
vital that students and fam-
ilies understand all they
can about higher education.

“Sink or Swim” is avail-
able in digital format as
well as paperback, and is
a quick, entertaining, and
honest read designed to
help students at any stage
in the semester get con-
trol of their study habits
and stress level. Parents
will find the material use-
ful in understanding the
pressures facing today’s
college students that were
unimaginable two decades
ago, such as social media
and the demands of tech-
nology.

Joles’ book is available
at Bookmarcs in down-
town Bangor, and at Ama-
zon.com. Resources and
more information on col-
lege success are available
on Joles’ professional
Facebook page, Academic
Intel, where she shares
updates, workshop infor-
mation and welcomes
questions from students
and parents. Academic
coaching is also available.
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