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Video game night in downtown Bangor a hit among gamers
BY EMILY BURNHAM
OF THE WEEKLY STAFF

On Wednesday nights in
downtown Bangor, there
are some serious brawls
going on. These epic battles
pit some pretty unique
characters against one an-
other, in an all-out fight for
total domination. There
may also be deep fried pick-
les and Pepsi.

The Maine Fighting
Games Alliance has since
August met once weekly in
the upstairs room at Paddy
Murphy’s Pub on Main
Street, where ardent video
gamers compete tourna-
ment-style against each
other on multiple monitors
set up around the room.

The games? Most of the
time, it’s classic fighting
games Street Fighter IV
and Super Smash Brothers,
though Tekken and Mortal
Kombat are also sometimes
played. The atmosphere?
One of good-natured, posi-
tive, inclusive fun.

“People that don’t play
[video] games don’t real-
ize it, but there’s a ton of
skill that goes into being
really, really good at these
games,” said Antonio Wil-
liams, a Bangor native
and the founder of the

Maine Fighting Games Al-
liance, who organizes the
weekly game nights.
“There’s a massive cul-
ture built up around it all
over the world. And I’m
trying to bring a little bit
of that to Maine and to
Bangor, specifically.”

Whether it’s Chun-Li
against Ryu in Street Fight-
er or Link versus Fox in
Super Smash Brothers, the
game nights at Paddy’s
have already developed a
devoted following, with be-
tween 20 and 30 people
showing up each week,
sometimes more. Though
novices are welcome to at-
tend, the bracket-based
tournaments held each
week are not for beginners
or “button smashers” as
Williams calls them —
there’s a lot of strategy that
goes into being a really
good fighting gamer.

“There are so many com-
bos to learn, and so many
ways to combine them,
that it can take years to get
really good,” said Wil-
liams. “And the last Street
Fighter came out in 2009,
so the really good gamers
have had six years to per-
fect their skills.”

That said, all the gamers
are highly anticipating the

release of Street Fighter V,
the latest edition of the ven-
erable video game fran-
chise, which is set to be re-
leased on Feb. 16, 2016.

“That will completely
level the playing field,”
said Williams. “It’ll be a
whole new skill set to
learn, and we’re definitely
going to see a big change,
fast. I’m so excited.”

The Evolution Champi-
onship Series (EVO, for
short) is held each year in
Las Vegas, and attracts
tens of thousands of par-
ticipants from all over the
world, with champions
taking home huge payouts
from winning, often mak-
ing gaming their full-time
job. Williams, who has at-
tended EVO, brings some
of that competitive spirit
back with him to Maine —
and the camaraderie.
Game nights at Paddy’s at-
tracts a diverse crowd of
different ages, back-
grounds and genders.

“One of the most impor-
tant things, to me, about
doing this is that you get
people that are often kind
of shy, and kind of side-
lined in their peer groups
to come out and socialize,”
said Williams. “You see
kids that otherwise would

just be sitting in their
rooms. Now they have a
place to hang out and make
friends with people that
are into what they’re into.
It’s a big thing.”

The last MFGA game
night at Paddy’s for 2015
will be held on Wednes-
day, Dec. 16. MFGA will

take a few weeks off for
the holidays, and then re-
turn on Jan. 6. Signups
for each game night start
at 8 p.m. and gaming be-
gins at 8:30.

It’s free to attend,
though to play in tourna-
ments the entry fee is $5.
The MFGA hosts tourna-

ments elsewhere, includ-
ing events at the Bangor
Comic & Toy Con in
April, BanGOREfest in
October, and other events
to be announced. Join the
MFGA Facebook group at
facebook.com/groups/
MFGABangor for more
information.
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Video gamers compete against one another in a Super Smash Bros. tournament, as
part of the weekly gaming night held at Paddy Murphy’s Pub in downtown Bangor
and hosted by the Maine Fighting Gamers’ Alliance weekly.

Benefit planned for
localmusician, severely
injured in crash

Local musician Hannah
Somers-Jones, known for
playing the flute in many
local bands and in jam
sessions throughout the
Bangor region, was seri-
ously injured in a car ac-
cident in Mattawamkeag
in mid-November. Her in-
juries were extensive and
will require weeks of hos-
pital care and months of
rehabilitation.

To help Somers-Jones,
who does not have health
insurance, with her tens
of thousands dollars in
medical bills, a number of
area musicians and art-
ists are throwing a bene-
fit concert to help her. A
Night for Hannah is set
for 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18
at the Union Street Brick
Church. The evening will
be set up as an open mic
night, though there will
be several featured per-
formers including Shan-
non Denbow, Flash Kell-
ish, Magnetic North,

Hambone, Merther, Fules
Gold and more.

The $10 suggested dona-
tion will be accepted at
the door. There will also
be a silent auction, fea-
turing items donated by
local businesses and art-
ists.

Those who cannot at-
tend but wish to help out
Somers-Jones can visit the
GoFundMe page at gofund-
me.com/ngc2sgzg.

UnionStreetBrick
ChurchTheaterpresents
“JacobMarley’s
ChristmasCarol”

Jacob Marley was dead to
begin with … so what is he
doing in Ebenezer Scrooge’s
bedroom on Christmas Eve?

The question is an-
swered in the upcoming
production of the play,
“Jacob Marley’s Christ-
mas Carol,” which is to be
performed at 7 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 11 and
12, and at 3:30 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 13, at the Union Street

Brick Church in down-
town Bangor.

Marley is in purgatory
facing a hellish eternity,
wearing the chains of
greed and selfishness he
forged in life.

Adding to his misery is
his own private tormen-
tor, a little hell-sprite,
who finds real pleasure in
teaching him the horrors
of his new reality.

Feeling trapped and
desperate, Marley accepts
the only way out. And that
is how he finds himself in
mean old Scrooge’s bed-
room, for to free himself
he must redeem Scrooge.

So begins the journey
in this irreverent, funny,
and deeply moving story.
The play by Tom Mula
won the prestigious Cun-
ningham Prize, and will
be performed by the
Union Street Brick
Church Theater at the
corner of Union and Main
streets in Bangor.

Refreshments will be
served and there is no ad-
mission charge. For more
information please call
Charlene, 991-4477.

Bangor AreaHomeless
Shelter receives large
grant to helpmake
facilitymore‘green’

The Bangor Area Home-
less Shelter has been ap-
proved for a grant of
$31,925 from the Grants to
Green Maine program.

Grants to Green Maine
provides environmental-
ly focused knowledge and
funding to strengthen
nonprofits located in his-
toric buildings in down-
towns in Maine.

The Shelter headquar-
ters at 263 Main Street in
Bangor are housed in a
historic Romanesque
building designed by Wil-
fred Mansur and con-
structed circa 1896.

The grant will enable

the Shelter to install state
of the art heat pumps,
LED lighting, and spray
foam insulation. Accord-
ing to an energy audit,
the forecasted payback in
5-10 years, with combined
electricity and natural
gas savings, will be $8,800
per year.

“The Shelter is very
grateful for this grant
funding, which will en-
able us to reduce our car-
bon foot print and save on
energy costs,” says Den-
nis Marble, executive di-
rector. “But more impor-
tantly, these improve-
ments will provide Shel-
ter guests with a healthi-
er and more comfortable
environment, and cost
savings will aid in more
funds supporting direct
guest services.”

Grants to Green Maine

is a partnership between
the Maine Development
Foundation’s Maine
Downtown Center, Effi-
ciency Maine and the
Maine Community Foun-
dation. It is funded by the
Kendeda Fund of The
Community Foundation
for Greater Atlanta.

The Bangor Area Home-
less Shelter is a 38-bed
shelter that supports and
strengthens the commu-
nity by providing emer-
gency shelter and sup-
portive services to people
who are homeless or at
risk. The Shelter advo-
cates for collaborative, lo-
cally driven solutions to
end homelessness.

Ohio Street Farmers
Market setswinter
hours, vendors

The Ohio Street Winter
farmers Market will be open
2-6 p.m. every other Wednes-
day, starting Dec. 9, at Bangor
Grange Hall, 1192 Ohio St.

The following vendors
are expected to participate:

Farmetta Farm: beef,
lamb, chicken and eggs.

Island Farm Bakery:
soups, baked beans, dips,
pizza and oven-ready meals.

Leaves and Blooms
Greenhouse: yeast breads,
baked goods, eggs, vegeta-
bles, plants and wreaths.

Rollins Orchards: apples,
cider, vegetables, milk and
dairy products, and eggs.

TheWholegrainBakeShop:
gluten-free baked goods.

Downeast Beads: handmade
jewelry and beading supplies.

For information, call
973-3976.
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