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On Saturday, the main
event begins, with the con-
vention floor opening to
VIP ticket holders at 9:30
a.m. and general admission
at 10 a.m. Comic stores and
dealers, craftspeople, cos-
tumers, authors, pop cul-
ture and toy dealers and
much more will have goods
for sale until 7 p.m. There
will also be panels on co-
splay — costume play, the
subculture devoted to me-
ticulously crafting cos-
tume homages to pop cul-
ture characters — and on
comic books, horror and
science fiction films. Gam-
ing sessions are also set up
for video gamers, card
games and a six-foot-tall,
fully controllable Rock ‘Em
Sock ‘Em Robots game.
There’s another after
party, set for the evening,
again at the Downunder
Club, as well as amateur
wrestling courtesy of local
stars from International
Wrestling Entertainment.

The many media guests
set for BCTC will be on
hand for panels and photo
ops on Saturday and Sun-
day. Guests include
Nichelle Nichols, Uhura on
the original Star Trek TV
series; Colin Baker, who
played the sixth Doctor
Who; Tim Rose, who played
Admiral Ackbar in “Return
of the Jedi” and in the up-
coming eighth Star Wars
movie; Denise Crosby, who
played Tasha Yar on “Star
Trek: The Next Genera-
tion,”; Tom Kane, who has
voiced countless animation
and video game characters;
Verne Troyer, who played
Mini-Me in the Austin Pow-
ers movies; David Fielding,
Paul Schier and Jason
Narvy from the “Mighty
Morphin Power Rangers”
franchise; and Kel Mitchell,
from Nickelodeon’s “All
That” and “Kenan and Kel.”
Photos may be purchased
through Memory Maker
Photography, which will be
on hand all weekend, docu-
menting the convention.

There’s more on Sunday,
with the cosplay competi-
tions in the afternoon, with
kid’s cosplay set for 11 a.m.
and adult cosplay set for 1
p.m. Kids age twelve and
under get in a free all week-
end with an adult’s paid ad-
mission, and coloring,
mask making and drawing
workshops all day Saturday
and Sunday.

Tickets are $35 for the
whole weekend, $25 for ei-
ther Saturday or Sunday,
and $15 for Friday night,
and can be purchased on-
line via Ticketmaster, or in
person at the Cross Insur-
ance Center box office. For
a full schedule, visit ban-
gorcomictoycon.com.

BangorRotary plans tobuild skating rinkonWaterfront
BY NICK MCCREA
OF THE BDN STAFF

As it approaches its cen-
tennial, Bangor’s Rotary
Club is hoping to leave its
mark on the city by bringing
to fruition an addition to the
waterfront that’s been talk-
ed about and cast aside for
more than 15 years.

Bangor Rotary wants to
build an ice rink and splash
pad along the Bangor Water-
front overlooking the Penob-
scot River. The idea is to cre-
ate a plaza that residents and
visitors could use year-round.
Rotary leaders laid out the
concept for city councilors
and officials during a meeting
Monday night, March 28.

The effort, which the
group is calling its “Legacy
Project,” is still in early
conceptual stages, but it has
the group’s membership ex-
cited, according to Rotary
Vice President and Brewer
Mayor Beverly Uhlenhake.
She said that when the idea
was first presented to Ro-
tarians during a meeting in
December 2015, members
started standing up, offer-
ing amounts up to $1,000 to
get things started.

“We don’t see this as just
a thing to put our name on,
it’s really a community gift,”
Uhlenhake said.

The splash pad, a play
area with features that
spray water, could double
as a colorful fountain at
night with the addition of
LED lighting.

The ice rink, which

would have a refrigeration
system, could be drained in
warm months and be used
for inline skating or a pub-
lic stage area.

Similar projects in other
communities, such as one
in Sherbourne Common in
Toronto, have had price
tags ranging from $200,000
to $500,000, according to for-
mer Rotary district presi-
dent Steve Johnson, who is
serving as chairman for the
legacy project committee.

Bangor Rotary believes it
can raise enough money
from its members, compa-
nies, and other area resi-
dents and groups to get the
project done.

Uhlenhake said it also
hopes to raise enough to set
aside a fund to help the city
cover the costs of operating
and maintaining the venue
in the future.

“We have to make sure
we’re not leaving a legacy
that’s a burden to the city,”
Uhlenhake said.

The group hopes to com-
plete and dedicate the space
around its 100th anniversa-
ry. The group’s birthdate is
contested, and it is either
recognized as the date of its
first meeting on June 12,
1917, or its charter date,
Oct. 16, 1917, depending on
who is asked.

The group would like to
build the additions on the
waterfront bulkhead in the
area where FTL Design En-
gineering Studio envi-
sioned a covered green
space at the end of what is

now Railroad Street. How-
ever, the city hasn’t been
able to develop that site in
the past because of the
tricky, expensive engineer-
ing involved with building
on the pylons and fill that
make up the bulkhead.

Engineering challenges
or conflicting plans for the
spot could move the project
to a different part of the
waterfront.

An ice rink has been on
and off the table for the city’s
redeveloped waterfront sev-
eral times. It was included
in concept plans in the early
2000s, but it never came to
fruition. Nor did retail and
office spaces that were pro-

posed along Railroad Street
and on the bulkhead. In-
stead, the city got Water-
front Concerts, but it is still
trying to determine what to
do with some of the remain-
ing open space along the wa-
terfront as it continues its
lengthy transition from rail-
road hub and industrial site
to a recreation and enter-
tainment destination.

Before the project pro-
ceeds to planning stages,
Bangor Rotary would
have to open discussions
with FTL, the firm Ban-
gor hired in late 2014 to
create a concept plan for
the future of Bangor’s wa-
terfront, to decide where

it should go and what its
options are.

Bangor may need to as-
sign more funding to the
FTL partnership in order to
allow Rotary to work with
them. The city already has
spent $65,000 working with
FTL under an initial con-
tract to complete concept
plans for the waterfront, and
any new work with the firm
would require a new agree-
ment, according to City
Manager Cathy Conlow.

Members of the City Coun-
cil voiced strong support for
the concept and urged Rota-
ry and city officials to work
with FTL to develop a more
solid proposal.

FILE PHOTO

A 2015 rendering shows the future of the Bangor Waterfront as envisioned by FTL
Design Engineering Studio, a New York-based firm. Bangor Rotary suggests building
an ice skating rink and splash pad in the grassy area at the end of Railroad Street.

MaineNative American
basketmakers take
home tophonors

Sarah Sockbeson, Penob-
scot, won Best of Division in
Traditional Baskets and Best
of Class in Baskets at the 58th
annual Heard Museum Guild
Indian Fair & Market, which
draws nearly 15,000 visitors
and more than 600 of the na-
tion’s most outstanding and
successful American Indian
artists.

George Neptune, Passama-
quoddy, won first place in Non-
Traditional Basketry and
Emma Soctomah, Passama-
quoddy, won Best in Classifica-
tioninJuniorDivision-Baskets.

“It’s an incredibly exciting
time to be a Wabanaki artist,”
said Neptune, an educator at
the Abbe Museum in Bar Har-
bor. “This year, I won my first
blue ribbon at the Heard Mu-
seum and I was beyond excit-
ed to have won with a piece
that is so representative of my
style as an artist. I hope it will
inspire other Wabanaki peo-

ple, especially youth, to take
pride in our culture and prac-
tice our traditions — because
when you do, beautiful things
happen.”

Sockbeson apprenticed
with Jennifer Neptune, Pe-
nobscot, in 2004 and learned
the history, techniques, and
art that has become modern
Native basketry. Soon there-
after, museums and collec-
tors across the country began
to recognize her incredible
talent. Her unique style in-
corporates many different
elements of traditional Wa-
banaki technique and she
combines that with innova-
tive colors to create a fresh,
new approach to a timeless
and beautiful art form.

Other Wabanaki artists
invited to attend the fair
were Abbe Museum Trust-
ees Jennifer Neptune, Penob-
scot and David Moses Bridg-
es, Passamaquoddy, Molly
Neptune Parker, Passama-
quoddy, Jeremy Frey, Passa-
maquoddy, Gal Tomah, Pas-
samaquoddy, and Theresa
Secord, Penobscot.

Big Gig finale set for
April 13 at UMaine

Big Gig – the Bangor Re-
gion’s entrepreneur net-
working and pitch event
started by the Orono Eco-
nomic Development Corp.,
City of Old Town, Univer-
sity of Maine, and Husson
University four years ago
– has announced its 2015-
16 finalists. They are:

Lobster Rx, the winner
of the October event, dis-
covered unique biological
properties in lobster he-
molymph (a fluid in inver-
tebrates such as lobsters)
that make it “a totally
new and highly effective
healing skin cream.” The
hemolymph is a throw-
away item at lobster pro-
cessing plants and thus
the unexpected raw mate-
rial for a value added
product from Maine’s
iconic seafood. The com-
pany’s team is Cathy Bill-
ings, Dr. Bob Bayer, and
Matthew Hodgkins.

Dad’s Approval, the
winner of the December
event, is a YouTube chan-

nel with video-fame re-
views and playsession re-
cordings that aim to pro-
vide families with enter-
tainment and help them
select suitable games for
their children – with
Dad’s approval! The com-
pany’s principal is Ste-
phen Wong.

The Amp Lab, the win-
ner of the February event,
has developed a prototype
of a small, powerful, lithi-
um battery for the car-au-
dio market. It was in-
spired by partners Ethan
Poissonnier and Troy Di-
onne’s participation in
car audio competitions
but could have other ap-
plications – such as tow-
ing or emergency vehicles
– where a rapid, powerful
discharge of energy is
needed. They are looking
to manufacture an initial
batch of 20 batteries.

The season’s finale will
be Wednesday, April 13,
5:30 pm., at the Foster
Center for Student Inno-
vation at UMaine. The
three finalists will be
vying for the grand prize
of $1,500, provided by the

University Credit Union.
The audience, along with
the panel of “Big Wigs,”
will determine the finale
winner. To attend, regis-
ter online at biggig.org –
the event is free.

Big Gig is made possi-
ble with the sponsorships
of Eaton Peabody, OEDC
and Blackstone Acceler-
ates Growth, as well as
the prize money provided
by UCU. This year’s “Big
Rigs” – experienced entre-
preneurs who have suc-
cessfully pitched their
own businesses to inves-
tors and financiers -- were
Todd O’Brien of O’Brien
Medical (Orono), Heidi
Neal of Loyal Biscuit
(Rockland), and Brian Ra-
hill and Matt James of
R a i n S t o r m a n d
CourseStorm (Orono).

PineTree Broadcasting
purchases four Bangor-
area radio stations

Pine Tree Broadcasting
LLC, which owns radio sta-
tion WRMO 93.7 FM The
Wave in Bar Harbor, had its
purchase of four Bangor-area
radio stations approved by the
Federal Communications
Commission this week.

The stations, WGUY 94.1
FM and AM affiliates WGUY
1230 AM, WNZS 1340 AM and
WWNZ 1400 AM, were owned
by Waterfront Communica-
tions of Bangor.

The process took several
months and the purchase
price wasn’t disclosed.

Waterfront Communica-
tions has a five-year contract
with the University of Maine
and Black Bear Sports Proper-
ties, a division of Learfield,
involving broadcasts of
UMaine men’s and women’s
basketball and baseball
games.That won’t change, ac-
cording to Paul Dupuis, gen-
eral manager of The Wave.
The contract runs through
June 2018.

Dupuis did say Thursday
that he intends to meet with
UMaine and Learfield repre-
sentatives next week to dis-
cuss their future.

“We want to continue our
partnership with the univer-
sity and Learfield,” said Du-
puis. “It’s been good working
with them. We value our rela-
tionship with them. We’re
going to have an open conver-
sation about everything and
we’ll take it from there.”

He said he preferred not to
discuss upcoming topics until
after the meetings.

Blueberry Communica-
tions of Bangor carries
UMaine football and men’s
hockey games on WVOM-FM
103.9.

In addition to University of
Maine sports, one of the for-
mer Waterfront stations,
WNZS 1340 AM, carries NAS-
CAR races and news about the
sport. That also will continue,

according to Dupuis.
Waterville native Chuck

Begin, owner of Pine Tree
Broadcasting, bought the
four stations from Jocelynn
Priestley of Bangor.

Priestley and husband Dan
owned Waterfront Communi-
cations and the four stations
but Dan died in September.

The stations broadcast
from studios in Bar Harbor
and Bangor.

Begin said in the release
that it has been an “incred-
ible year for us.”

“This is incredibly excit-
ing. I’m thrilled about our
expansion into Bangor, es-
pecially since we’re keep-
ing these stations Maine
owned and locally operated.
I’m also thrilled about the
partnerships we’re forming
with local businesses.”
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