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Husson gradworks on historic Rolling Stone concert in Cuba
BY JODI HERSEY
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

It’s been three short
years since Chris Daniels
graduated from the New
England School of Com-
munications (NESCom) in
Bangor with a degree in
Communications Tech-
nology, and in that
amount of time he’s got-
ten to experience a life-
time of “firsts” many have
only dreamed about.

He’s traveled all over
North and South America,
and just recently returned
home from working as a
sound technician at the
Rolling Stones’ historic
March 25 concert in Cuba,
where the rock group’s
music was once banned.

“Looking out from on
stage, you could see the
Cuban national flag, the
American flag, the Eng-
lish flag and signs and
banners waving all over
the place, from the time
the doors opened until 45
minutes after the show
was over. It was just awe-

some,” said Daniels, a
New Hampshire native.

Daniels, an employee of
Clair Global, a profession-
al sound and live touring
production support com-
pany based in Lititz, Penn-
sylvania, is a big Rolling
Stones fan. So it was icing
on the cake when he
learned the iconic rock
band was one of his com-
pany’s long-time clients.

“Everyone loves them,”
Daniels said. “I worked as a
PA technician on their tour
so I was responsible for put-
ting up the PA system, put-
ting all the speakers in the
air and wiring them and
hooking them up to their
amp racks and making sure
they’re all working.”

Cuba, with which the
U.S. recently began to nor-
malize relations after
more than 50 years of em-
bargos against the commu-
nist nation, surprisingly
didn’t feel all that foreign
to Daniels.

“I was actually with the
Stones for two months
throughout South America,

so the culture wasn’t a dras-
tic jump from what I’d been
accustomed to those two
months, but it was definite-
ly eye opening being there,”
he said. “There were loads
of old classic cars in beauti-
ful condition everywhere
you turned. Many of them
turned into cabs.”

According to the Rolling
Stones Facebook page,
some 1.2 million people at-
tended their free concert at
Ciudad Deportiva de la Ha-
bana in Havana, Cuba,
where the band opened
with their 1968 hit,
“Jumpin’ Jack Flash.”

Being there himself, Dan-
iels admits he couldn’t tell
how big the crowd was.

“It was pretty hard to
gauge because it was an
open field,” he said.

While concert goers
were able to just kick back
and enjoy the show, Dan-
iels and his colleagues
weren’t there to listen to
their favorite tunes. They
were all on the clock, work-
ing behind the scenes to
correct any imperfections

in the sound. Entertain-
ment is their job, no matter
if the show is in the States
or abroad.

“I do strictly live sound
so my job is tour-dependant.
When the tour starts, you’re
gone. When it finishes,

you’re home,” Daniels said.
The 2013 NESCom grad

just recently moved to Clair
Global’s Nashville office
where he’s awaiting his
next job on the road. A gig
he’s grateful to have, thanks
to his education and train-

ing at NESCom.
“Being at NESCom

you’re in a hands-on envi-
ronment. You get out of it
however much you are will-
ing to take from it. And you
make the best of wherever
you are,” Daniels said.
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Husson grad Chris Daniels, third from left, posing with other crew members from a
Rolling Stones concert prior to the band’s historic concert in Cuba.

UMaine names
valedictorian,
salutatorian

Nicholas Fried of Miller-
stown, Pennsylvania, is the
2016 University of Maine
valedictorian and Connor
Smart of Lincoln, Maine, is
the salutatorian.

The honors students will
receive their degrees at
UMaine’s 214th Commence-
ment in Harold Alfond
Sports Arena May 14.

Fried majored in animal
and veterinary sciences,
with a minor in chemistry.
This fall, he will be an MD/
Ph.D. student at the Louisi-
ana State University Health
Sciences Center, Schools of
Medicine and Graduate
Studies in New Orleans. He
plans to become a primary
care physician in a medi-
cally underserved commu-
nity and conduct research
in zoonotic epidemiology.

Smart double majored in
accounting and finance,
and is the Outstanding
Graduating Student in the
Maine Business School. He
was the 2012 valedictorian

of Mattanawcook Academy.
After graduation, Smart

plans to pursue a career as a
certified public accountant
in Maine, and be actively
involved in nonprofit and
social service organizations.

Fried’s numerous academ-
ic honors include a J. Frank-
lin Witter Undergraduate
Research Grant from
UMaine, the Helen Louise
Stinchfield ’18 Memorial
Scholarship from the Uni-
versity of Maine Foundation,
and the Inez Boyd Environ-
mental Research Award
from the Penobscot Valley
Chapter of Maine Audubon.

As an undergraduate,
Fried collaborated on two re-
search projects. In the labora-
tory of Professor of Chemis-
try Howard Patterson, Fried
assisted Patrick Sheldon, a
master’s student in chemis-
try, in research on the degra-
dation of pharmaceutical con-
taminants in water.

In addition, Fried collab-
orated with veterinarian
and associate professor
James Weber on his honors
thesis research to deter-
mine the genetic related-
ness ofHaemonchus contor-

tus, a parasitic worm of
small ruminants, found in
domestic sheep and wild
white-tailed deer in Maine.

In 2013–14, Fried spent
two summers as a biologi-
cal field technician sta-
tioned in northeastern
Montana, participating in
the United States Geologi-
cal Survey’s testing of a syl-
vatic plague vaccination for
prairie dogs. In addition,
during one of his spring
breaks, he worked at the
USGS National Wildlife
Health Center in Madison,
Wisconsin, assisting in the
lab work associated with
that project.

Fried participated in
Michigan State University
College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine’s Summer Undergradu-
ate Physician-scientist-
training Education & Re-
search (SUPER) program. In
SUPER, he conducted Lyme
disease research with pro-
fessor Jean Tsao and Ph.D.
student Seungeun Han, and
shadowed physicians in
multiple disciplines.

Fried also as job-shadowed
with physicians at Newport
Family Practice near his

hometown in Pennsylvania.
On campus, Fried was a

tutorofstudent-athletesinbiol-
ogy, physics, chemistry, organ-
ic chemistry, biochemistry
and medical physiology. He
was a member of the UMaine
Health Professions Club and
the service organization Oper-
ation H.E.A.R.T.S. Fried also
helped found and serve as vice
president of EWE-Maine Ice-
landics sheep club.

In the spring 2015 semes-
ter, Smart interned with the
certified public accountants
firm of Edwards, Faust &
Smith in Bangor, Maine. On
campus, he was a peer tutor
in accounting and student
ambassador in the Maine
Business School, and worked
in summer 2014 in UMaine’s
Office of Research and Spon-
sored Programs.

The title of his honors the-
sis is “A Conceptual Value
Function to Explain the Ben-
efits Derived from Users of
Free-to-Play Video Games.”

Smart served as presi-
dent of the UMaine chapter
of the Institute of Manage-
ment Accountants, and was
a member of UMaine’s
Black Bear Men’s Chorus.
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