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ColeMuseumadds newoption for school visits
BY MARISA HIGGINS
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY

With the school year end-
ing, the Cole Museum is ex-
cited about the success of
its newest addition to its
school visit options. The Ju-
nior Curator Program is a
hands-on opportunity for
elementary schools, and its
popularity is helping the
museum fulfill its long-
standing educational mis-
sions and demonstrate the
fun side of learning history.

In addition to a guided-
tour, students participat-
ing in the curator pro-
gram are divided into

small groups to look over
and handle several arti-
facts. Then, combining
their observations with a
few provided clues, the
students work together in
groups to determine the
artifacts’ uses. According
to Valerie Sprague of
Hancock Grammar
School, her school’s visit
was informative and en-
joyable for both teachers
and students. “It was a
wonderful opportunity
for students of all ages. It
is a must see. Many stu-
dents enjoyed the tour
and learning about the
artifacts, and some even

want to go back to learn
even more,” she said.

While many joke that his-
tory only involves reciting
names and dates, the pro-
cesses for discovering and
determining history are in-
teractive, and they involve
strong observation, com-
munication and deduction
abilities. Visiting middle
and high school students
have long been participat-
ing in these processes
through the museum’s pop-
ular Veteran Interview pro-
gram. Now, the Junior Cu-
rator program is the muse-
um’s opportunity to expose
elementary students to

these same processes, and
show them how history is a
fun subject to study.

“I’m really proud of this
program and how it has de-
veloped,” sid the museum’s
director of operations Jim
Neville. “It’s absolutely
amazing that a group of 50
rambunctious elementary
kids can go almost an hour
unsupervised, and in the
end they can figure out
what the artifacts are with
no help from outside sourc-
es -- just reading the story,
using the clues and work-
ing as a team.”

The Cole Museum has al-
ways functioned with an

educational mission to in-
spire Maine’s youths by dis-
playing accomplishments
from the state’s past. When
asked about the new pro-
gram, Bob O’Leary, muse-
um education coordinator,
said, “I firmly believe that
this is the one of the most
exciting programs that we
have at the museum. The
level of enthusiasm and co-
operation of these children
as they work through each
tables’ story to determine
what the artifact might be
and how it was used is com-
pelling to watch and experi-
ence. It really augments
what our founder had in

mind when he wrote our
mission statement many
years ago.”

The museum hosted ap-
proximately 3,700 students
this spring, with 26 of the 72
school groups completing
the curator program.
Schools interested in sched-
uling a visit for the upcom-
ing fall, or learning more
about the museum’s pro-
grams, should call the mu-
seum at 990-3600. ext 13. The
museum is open 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Monday through Sun-
day, through Nov. 11. Ad-
mission is free to children
under 19. For information,
visit colemuseum.org.

EMMCworkshop on
removal of excess skin

Eastern Maine Medical
Center will hold a seminar
on removal of excess skin
after weight loss at 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 28, at the Hil-
ton Garden Inn. It will in-
clude a discussion of the
options available to remove
the extra skin.

“Some people choose
weight loss surgery, and
others lose the weight on
their own,” said Dr. Benja-
min Liliav, a plastic sur-
geon at EMMC Plastic and
Hand Surgical Specialists
and the presenter at the
seminar. “In either case, it
can be frustrating to be so
successful with losing the
weight, but be left with all
of that excess skin, which is
not elastic enough to con-
form to a person’s smaller
body. For many, body con-
touring, which eliminates
loose skin in the arms,
torso, thighs,and chest, is
the final step in their weight
loss journey.”

The seminar will cover
the problems that can be
caused by having excess
skin, including rashes, in-
fections and the discomfort
of carrying around several
pounds of skin that is not
needed. Healthy appetizers
will be served.

Registration is required
by calling 973-9950 or visit-
ing cosmetic.emmc.org.

TobyKeith todonate to
TroopGreetersMuseum

On Thursday, July 21, $1
from every ticket pur-
chased for the Toby Keith
concert taking place at Dar-
ling’s Waterfront Pavilion
on the Bangor Waterfront
will go towards the fund-
raising campaign to build
the Maine Troop Greeters
Museum “Dedicated To
Those Who Served” to be
located at Bangor Interna-
tional Airport.

The mission of the Maine
Troop Greeters is to express
the Nation’s gratitude and
appreciation to the troops,
for those going overseas for
a safe return and for those
returning, for a joyful
homecoming and to make
their (hopefully brief) stay
in Bangor as comfortable as
possible. Additionally, the
Maine Troop Greeters Mu-
seum will preserve the
thousands of items of mem-
orabilia resulting from the
greeting experiences shared
by the Troops and Greeters
and create a place of heal-
ing and remembrance for
all who visit.

Since 2003, the Maine
Troop Greeters have wel-

comed over 1.5 million
Troops either going over-
seas or returning from duty
at Bangor International
Airport. These greetings
have resulted in a collec-
tion of memorabilia con-
sisting of over 5,000 chal-
lenge coins, 1,000+ patches,
500+ dog tags, flags, ban-
ners and many letters of
gratitude. The museum will
ensure that these items are
displayed and preserved for
all to appreciate.

According to museum
campaign Co-Chair Gil
Cory the support and gener-
osity of Toby Keith and
those attending the concert
will be a big boost to the
museum fundraising effort.

“We are so appreciative
to have the support of Toby
Keith and those attending
the concert on July 21. The
museum and the fundrais-
ing campaign to build it
are a big project for the
troop greeters and the gen-
erosity of the community
supporting our troops far
and wide is critical to the
success of the project. We
can’t say thank you enough
for everyone’s support,”
said Cory.

To buy tickets for the
concert visit waterfrontcon-
certs.com and to donate to
the Maine Troop Greeters
Museum visit mainetroop-
greetersmuseum.org

The Maine Troop Greet-
ers are a non-profit, volun-
teer group of veterans and
friends, men and women,
supporting our troops who
arrive at Bangor Interna-
tional Airport. For more in-
formation, visit themaine-
troopgreeters.org.

PTC receives $100,000
fromGrants to Green

Penobscot Theatre Com-
pany has received a
$100,000 award from Grants
to Green, a program jointly
administered by The Maine
Community Foundation,
Maine Development Foun-
dation and Efficiency
Maine Grants to provide
environmentally focused
knowledge and funding to
strengthen nonprofits. The
theatre will use the grant
to replace the antiquated
oil-fired furnace at its his-
toric home, the Bangor
Opera House, and to attract
matching funds to “bring
the theatre more fully into
the 21st century,” accord-
ing to Executive Director
Mary Budd.

The full scope of the effi-
ciency project includes in-
sulating the upper walls of
the auditorium, remedying
water and air leaks, and
purchasing state-of-the-art

LED theatrical lighting, im-
provements estimated to
cost more than $230,000.

“As sole owner and op-
erator of the last remain-
ing opera house in Bangor,
we take our stewardship
very seriously,” said Budd.
“We are committed to im-
proving our audience’s ex-
perience as well as the
working conditions of our
staff and visiting artists,
while minimizing our im-
pact on the environment.”

An energy audit con-
ducted by Laurie Osher,
Ph.D. of Osher Environ-
ment Systems last winter
informed the company’s
planning, and Osher will
continue to support the
project as the theatre’s des-
ignated Green Champion.

“We are extremely fortu-
nate that Laurie is a the-
atre-lover!” said Budd. “She
has been helping us reduce
draftiness at the Opera
House since 2011, and we’ve
benefited tremendously
from her experience and ex-
pertise. We’re excited to
equip our designers with
better tools to enhance our
ability to tell complex, pow-
erful stories on stage.”

The efficiency initiatives
will result altogether in a
reduction in energy usage
of approximately one third
and annual savings of more
than $12,000.

Last spring, the theatre
received a grant of $30,000
from the Quimby Family
Foundation to offset the
cost of upgrading the
HVAC system. Efforts to
secure additional funding
are underway.

Bugaboo Creek closes
Bangor restaurant

BANGOR — Bugaboo
Creek, a steakhouse known
for the talking animatronic
animals on its walls, has
closed the doors of its Ban-
gor restaurant after nearly
two decades in business.

“It’s a sad day,” said Cody
Placencia, the restaurant’s
general manager for the past
11 years. “We had great mem-
ories and great friendships.”

Placencia said Bugaboo’s
corporate office notified
him June 13 that the Ban-
gor location would need to
be shut down. That was the
steakhouse’s last day serv-
ing customers.

The following day, Buga-
boo Creek staff were clean-
ing house, taking inventory
and shipping surplus food to
Maine’s other Bugaboo
Creek location in South Port-
land, according to Placencia.

The manager of the South
Portland location said that
as of June 14 he had not
been informed of any plans
to close that location.

Bugaboo also has res-
taurants in Nashua, New
Hampshire, and Newark,
Delaware, according to
its website.

Sales have been dipping
for years at the Bangor res-
taurant, likely contributing
to the decision to close it,
according to Placencia.

“With all the brand new
restaurants in town, people
had new options,” Placen-
cia said.

The restaurant had be-
tween 35 and 40 employees,
according to the manager.
They were notified of the
closing Monday, which also
was their last day.

(By Nick McCrea, BDN
Staff).

PineTree Legal creates
newapp forwomen
withmilitary service

Pine Tree Legal Assis-
tance has announced new
online resources for women
with military service de-
signed to empower under-
served women veterans to
assert their legal rights.

The resources, accessible
at http://women.stateside-
legal.org, include interac-
tive tools, multi-media re-

sources, and legal referrals
for women with military
service who are tradition-
ally underserved by service
organizations.

For many individuals,
the ability to access legal
services at a critical mo-
ment in their lives can
make the difference in their
ability to succeed in the fu-
ture. The goal of the new
Women with Military Ser-
vice mobile-friendly online
app is to reach female ser-
vice members and veterans,
offering them high quality
online help tools that ad-
dress their specific needs.
The new features include:

• A mobile-friendly format,
with “slider” tabs to access
crisis hotline numbers and
other essential information;

• Enhanced search op-
tions that allow users to
search our user-friendly li-
brary based on multiple is-
sues with one unified
search; and

• Continually expanding
library of informational con-
tent, interactive forms, and
multi-media messages ad-
dressing the needs of women
with military service.

Pine Tree Legal Assis-
tance is a Maine-based non-
profit that helps level the
playing field by ensuring
that state and federal laws
affecting poor people are up-
held, while also addressing
the systemic barriers to jus-
tice faced by Mainers with
low incomes. Pine Tree
Legal provides free civil
legal assistance in cases re-
lated to meeting basic
human needs and enforcing
basic human rights, includ-
ing access to housing, food,
income, safety, education,

The new app was de-
signed in collaboration with
NuLawLab, an interdisci-

plinary innovation labora-
tory at Northeastern School
of Law working to imagine,
design, test, and implement
pioneering approaches to
legal empowerment.

The project is being fund-
ed by the Legal Services
Corporation, the single
largest funder of civil legal
aid for low-income Ameri-
cans in the nation.

Established in 1974, LSC
operates as an indepen-
dent 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation. It is headed
by a bipartisan board of
directors whose 11 mem-
bers are appointed by the
President and confirmed
by the Senate.
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