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Few drivers start think-
ing about resale value when
driving a new car off of the
dealership lot for the first
time. Still enamored with
that new car smell, drivers
can be excused for not
thinking of resale value as
they put the pedal to the
metal and speed off in their
brand new ride.

But it’s never too early to
start protecting a vehicle’s
resale value, especially if
you hope to recoup as much
of your vehicle investment
as possible when the time
comes to sell your car or
trade it in for a newer
model. The following are
some ways motorists can
protect the resale value of
their vehicles from the mo-
ment the dealer tosses them
the keys.

Keep allmaintenance records

New cars typically do
not require much mainte-
nance. But drivers should
keep records of all work
and maintenance done on
their vehicles, even if that
work does not extend be-
yond routine tuneups or oil
changes. Keeping mainte-
nance records shows pro-
spective buyers you priori-
tized taking care of the ve-
hicle over the years, and
that makes the car or truck
more attractive to pre-
owned vehicle buyers who
want to avoid buying a
lemon or a car that has not
been taken care of.

Don’t overlook looks

Looks can be deceiving,
but new car buyers who
eventually plan to sell their
vehicles should do all they
can to keep the car looking
as new as it did the day it
was first driven off the
dealership lot. Much like
homeowners benefit when

selling a home with curb
appeal, a car that looks
good gives buyers the im-
pression that it was well
taken care of. But a dirty
car or one with lots of dings
and dents is a red flag to
preowned car buyers.

Keep a clean interior

New car owners typical-
ly maintain some strict
rules with regard to food
and beverages in their ve-
hicles. After all, no one
wants their brand new car
to succumb to stains or
spills. But the longer driv-
ers have a car the more lax
they tend to become with
regard to allowing food and
drinks into their cars, and
that can ultimately hurt
the resale value of the ve-
hicle. Maintain a clean in-
terior whether you just
bought the car or have
driven it for a few years.
Much like an impressive
exterior leaves a lasting

impression, a clean interi-
or that has not succumb to
coffee stains or muddy
boots is more likely to im-
press buyers than a car
with an interior that has
seen better, cleaner days.

Periodically examine the
vehicle history report

Today’s preowned car
buyers know to ask for a ve-
hicle history report before
buying a car. If your vehicle
history report contains any
suspicious or inaccurate in-
formation, you may be forced
to sell the car for less than
it’s worth or delay selling
until you can have any is-
sues corrected. That won’t
necessarily happen over-
night, but you can avoid
dealing with a host of issues
all at once by periodically
examining the vehicle histo-
ry report. Any discrepancies
on the report can be brought
to the attention of your in-
surance company, who can

then work with you to cor-
rect the issues and restore
your vehicle’s reputation.

Drive defensively

It’s not just what you do
to a car but how you drive
the car that can affect its
resale value. Driving de-
fensively reduces your
risk of accident, and an
accident-free preowned ve-
hicle is a top priority for
potential buyers. But driv-
ing defensively also reduc-
es wear and tear on your
vehicle, as over time con-
stant stop-and-go, aggres-
sive driving takes its toll
on vehicle engines and
other components.

Resale value may not be
foremost on the minds of
new car owners, but the
earlier buyers begin to fac-
tor resale value into their
car-care routines, the
more they will benefit
down the road.

How to protect your car’s resale value
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It is easy for motorists
to take their tires for
granted when everything
is working correctly.
Wheels and suspension
systems bear the weight of
cars and trucks and must
bear the brunt of rough
roads, pot holes and any
additional obstacles, so
some wear and tear is to
be expected.

Many drivers know to
monitor their tire pres-
sure, but it’s also impor-
tant to check for worn
treads and inspect tires for
punctures or damage.
Proper tire alignment and
balance also is essential
for a comfortable and
smooth ride.

Balance
Balancing tires involves

equalizing the weight of
the combined tire and
wheel assembly so that
each tire spins smoothly on
the road. Tires are mount-
ed on the wheel assembly,
and the chances of this as-
sembly having precise
weight distribution is near-
ly impossible without a lit-
tle help. According to Dis-
count Tire, the slightest
imbalance in the tires,
even as little as half an
ounce, can be felt by driv-
ers. Unequal mass can
make tires wobble, causing
noticeable vibrations.

Mechanics will test tire
balance by putting it on a
balancing machine. The
machine will spin the tire
and determine the tire’s
heaviest point. Counteract-
ing weights will be placed
on the tire hubs to create a
more uniform balance of
weight. Lead weights are
often used, but some are

being phased out for other
metals, such as zinc, be-
cause of the medical and
environmental implica-
tions of lead.

Tires that are not bal-
anced will not only cause
vibration, they also can
lead to uneven wear.

Alignment
Tire alignment is anoth-

er way to reduce wear on
tires and help avoid steer-
ing and “pulling” prob-
lems. Bridgestone Tires
defines tire alignment as
an adjustment of the vehi-
cle’s suspension, or the
system that connects a ve-
hicle to its wheels.

When tires are not
properly aligned, drivers
may notice uneven tread
wear. Misaligned tires
also may cause the vehi-
cle to pull to the left or
right. Drivers who notice
their steering wheel is
off-center or vibrating
when they are driving
may need to adjust their
tires’ alignment.

Camber, or the inward
or outward angle of the
tire when viewed from the
front of the vehicle, will
be adjusted. In addition,
“toe,” or the extent to
which the tires turn in-
ward or outward when
viewed from above, will
be adjusted. Caster angle
also helps balance steer-
ing, stability and corner-
ing. Caster is the angle of
your steering axis when
viewed from the side of
your vehicle.

When tires are balanced
correctly and aligned, ve-
hicles will offer a smooth
ride with little to no vibra-
tions. Having tires serviced
can maximize their perfor-
mance and lifespan.

Maintain tire balance and
alignment for a smooth ride


