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School Street Picture Framing now offers fine art gallery
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The past two years
have seen a flood of
changes for the father
and son team of Ed and
Adam Perkins, the own-
ers of School Street Pic-
ture Framing in Brewer.

In fall 2013, the 13-year-
old business, located at 33
School St. in Brewer, ex-
panded its shop space by
a third, and began offer-
ing professional photog-
raphy printing and fine
art printing, after Bangor
Photo closed in 2013 and
left the Bangor region
without any options for
either of those types of
printing.

This year, they opened
up the front room of the
business and turned it
into the School Street
Gallery, which since Jan-
uary has been showcas-
ing regional artists in
multiple mediums, from
watercolors and oil paint-

ings to mixed medium 2D.
Adam Perkins curates the
gallery, which through
Sept. 5 will showcase the
works of abstract painter
Don Powers.

“We had this front
showroom that was just
an empty room for about
a year, but at the begin-
ning of the year we
thought, ‘Let’s get serious
about this,’” said Adam
Perkins, who himself is a
visual artist, and whose
wife, Jessica, is also an
artist, making graphite
drawings. .

So far, Perkins has
shown one artist per
month, and has done so
since January. As far as
he knows, the School
Street Gallery is the only
regular fine art gallery
currently operating in
Brewer, though he hopes
his efforts will spur other
artists and those interest-
ed in the arts to do more
in Brewer.

“It’s really ripe for peo-

ple trying new things,”
said Perkins. “I hope this
is just the first step to
there being more art in
Brewer.”

Beginning Sept. 11, the
School Street Gallery will
show a new artist in the
space, landscape painter
Kay Carter, whose paint-
ings will be on display
through Oct. 9; a recep-
tion is planned for 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Friday. Addi-
tionally, from Sept. 11-13
the gallery will offer a
special three-day art
showcase during Brewer
Days, also set for Sept. 11-
13. In addition to Kay
Carter’s work, on Friday,
Sept. 11 the work of pho-
tographer Rick Tardiff
along with more of Don
Powers’ work will be on
display; from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Sept. 12 Jessie
Perkins’ graphite draw-
ings and mixed media
paper and paint 2D works
from Maureen White-
house; and from 9 a.m. to

2 p.m. pastel artist Mar-
sha Townshend and wa-
tercolor painter Jayne
Bowler.

Perkins plans to keep

showing new artists each
month through the holi-
days, and then take Janu-
ary and February off. For
more information on both

School Street Picture
Framing and the School
Street Gallery, like them
on Facebook or call 991-
9889.
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Adam Perkins, pictured in the main room of the School Street Gallery at School
Street Picture Framing in Brewer, in front of paintings by Ed Powers.

Penobscot Theatre announces
master classes, improv training

Penobscot Theatre Com-
pany’s education depart-
ment has announced a
lineup of improv training,
adult camps and master
classes for the 2015-2016
season. The classes are
geared towards teens and
adults wishing to improve
and expand their theatri-
cal skills, and are open to
anyone interested in the-
ater, comedy or improving
their skills at any level. To
register for any and all
classes, call 947-6618 or
email education@penob-
scottheatre.org.

Musical Theatre Boot
Camp, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Sept. 5, 12 and 19

Instructors Phil and
Tina Burns offer a series of
master classes for those in-
terested in musical the-
ater, on vocal freedom, re-
leasing tension, move-
ment, technique and artis-
tic expression. For ages 12
and up; $150 for all three
classes.

Improv 1, 2 and 3 and
Coached Ensemble

These three classes allow
beginner and intermediate
actors and improv perform-
ers the chance to improve
their skills. Improv 1 is set
for 7:15-9:15 p.m. Wednes-
days, Sept. 16-Nov. 11, and
is geared towards novices
and first-time improv per-
formers. Improv 2 is set for
7:15-9:15 p.m. Wednesday,

Jan. 6-Feb. 24, 2016, and per-
formers must have taken
Improv 1 or have permis-
sion from the instructor, as
the class expands on skills
and explores scene work
and both short-form and
long-form improv. Improv 3
is set for 7:15 p.m.-9:15 p.m.
Wednesdays, March 23-May
11, 2016, and will focus on
advanced characterization
and build towards a full
show; participants must
take Improv 2. Finally, the
Coached Ensemble is for
those who have taken pre-
vious improv classes at
PTC, and is set for 7-9 p.m.
Tuesdays, Sept. 15-Dec. 8.
Improv classes are $200
each; Coached Ensemble is
$300.

Master Classes
All master classes are

set for 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at
the Bangor Opera House
and cost $25, or $200 for the
entire series, a savings of
$50.

Saturday, Sept. 26: Sing-
ing With Power, with Ash-
ley Lewis of New York’s
School of Rock. Bring sheet
music.

Saturday, Oct. 31: Cre-
ating a Character, with
actor Mark Chambers, on
characterization tech-
niques.

Saturday, Nov. 14: Spon-
taneous Song, with Lar-
rance Fingerhut of Impro-
vAcadia, on improvising

music and creating on-the-
spot songs.

Saturday, Dec. 5: Voice
for the Actor, with Broad-
way voice and speech
coach Rod Menzies, on
vocal projection for ac-
tors.

Saturday, Jan. 9: Audi-
tion Boot Camp 1, with
PTC education director
Amy Roeder; get your au-
dition skills on point.

Saturday, Jan. 16: Audi-
tion Boot Camp 2, with
PTC education director
Amy Roeder; mock audi-
tions and memorized
monologues.

Saturday, Feb. 6: Acting
Through Improvisation,
with Jen Shepard of Impro-
vAcadia, on how to be in
the moment utilizing im-
prov techniques.

Saturday, March 12:
Music Audition Dos and
Don’ts, with music direc-
tor Ben McNaboe, on how
to audition for musicals;
bring sheet music.

Saturday, March 19:
Your Brain on Improv, a
presentation with the
Maine Science Festival,
on how the brain is af-
fected by improv perfor-
mance.

Saturday, April 30: Di-
rector and Designer, the
Dynamic Duo, with Bari
Newport and Jonathan
Spencer, on collaborating
to bring scripts to life.
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Actor Mark Chambers, pictured here at left in Penobscot Theatre’s 2014 production
of “The Mystery of Irma Vep,” will lead an acting master class on Oct. 31.

Orono Village Green
project receives 25k grant

The second wave of fund-
raising for the Campaign for
the Orono Village Green
ended on Aug. 31, thanks to a
$25,000 grant from the Stephen
and Tabitha King Foundation,
according to co-chairs Sarah
Kenney and Brian Rahill.

“The Stephen and Tabitha
King Foundation has award-
ed a $25,000 grant to the
Orono Green Village cam-
paign, ensuring that the goal
of raising $31,000 in the 31
days of August will be
achieved,” Kenney said.

The Stephen and Tabitha
King Foundation provided a
$50,000 grant to the Orono
Public Library building cam-
paign in 2007.

“We are profoundly grate-
ful for the Foundation’s gen-
erous support,” said Rahill,
“which truly brings us one
step away from the finish
line, and means that con-
struction on the Orono Vil-

lage Green will begin next
spring.”

The campaign is now
$1,858 away from its goal of
raising $345,000 in total.
When complete, this project
will transform the area di-
rectly behind the Orono Pub-
lic Library into the Orono
Village Green – a gift from
the Orono Public Library
Foundation to the Town of
Orono. The Foundation will
direct the funds to the town,
and the town will oversee the
project. Construction is ex-
pected to start in 2016.

Kenney and Rahill, Presi-
dent and Vice President re-
spectively of the Orono Public
Library Foundation, extend
deep appreciation from the
Foundation’s board and capi-
tal campaign committee to
365 donors – individuals, fam-
ilies, foundations, businesses
and service organizations
that have contributed nearly

$345,000 to make the Orono
Village Green a reality.

The Orono Village Green
will feature a 125-seat amphi-
theater and stage, an ADA
accessible ramp, lawn and
granite seating, hundreds of
ornamental trees, flowers
and plantings, a stone plaza
with tables, chairs and sun
shade, an overlook area, per-
gola and bench seating areas.
There will also be pathways
circling the grounds connect-
ing to the Orono Senior Cen-
ter and leading to the village.

The Orono Public Library
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization founded
in 2002 to raise the funds to
construct the library. For
more information, go to
www.oronolibraryfounda-
tion.org or like the Orono
Public Library Foundation
on Facebook, or contact
them at info@oronolibrary-
foundation.org.
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