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Picture from the Past
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Charles Milan III (center) of Bangor took first place honors with a score of 1285
in the candlepin rolloff held Saturday, Nov. 24, 1962 at the Bangor-Brewer
Bowling Lanes in Brewer. Herb McBride (right) of Westbrook was second with
1254, while Wayne Soule (left) of Waldoboro was third at 1252. The event was
sponsored by the Maine State Bowling Association.

YESTERDAY …
10 years ago — Sept.

10, 2005
(As reported in the

Bangor Daily News)
BANGOR — More than

three weeks after a fire was
discovered in the basement
of the Penobscot County
Courthouse, operations
have mostly returned to
normal.

A handful of employees
remain displaced, even
with air purifiers
working around the
clock.

The basement closet,
where a fan malfunctioned
on Aug. 16 and caused the
fire that burned
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
equipment, and the
adjoining jury room in the
basement have been
cleaned, but dust and black
soot are still being
discovered.

•
BANGOR — It remained

standing while a
devastating fire leveled
everything else on the
block. It tolerated 35 vacant,
leaky years. It even
survived urban renewal.
But by 2000 it was clear that
the tall skinny building on
Columbia Street had seen
better days.

The floors were stained
black and buckled. Water
was pouring in through
the roof, and it had
damaged the pressed tin
ceilings on the second and
third floors of the four-
story structure. Oh, and it
was going to cost $150,000
to fix the elevator.

Some people would
have seen it as a money
pit. Bur Ken Schiano and
Paula Beall saw a home
for themselves and their
business, QA 13
Architects.

The structure is the only
remaining portion of the
Cow Block, built as a
warehouse in 1907 by Dr.
T.U. Coe and designed by
the architect Wilfred E.
Mansur.

25 years ago — Sept.
10, 1990

EDDINGTON — Grace
Day Strang, who holds the
Boston Post cane as the
oldest resident of

Eddington, celebrated her
100th birthday, Sept. 4.
Born and raised in East
Eddington, she is the
daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. George Day and
had two surviving
brothers, George Day of
Bangor and Gerald Day of
Florida. She married
Clifford Strang in 1952.
After attending Castine
Normal School, she taught
school in several
communities for several
years before going to work
as an agent for New
England Telephone Co.
For 30 years she was in
charge of service in
Eddington, Holden and
Dedham, until those
communities were added
to the dial system. The
East Eddington
Community Church,
whose cornerstone was
laid the year she was born,
1890, declared Sept. 2 Grace
Strang Day.

•
BANGOR — John

Darling is one of Bangor’s
auto czars, but he’s no
pitchman. His face doesn’t
appear in his
advertisements, and he’s
not loud and aggressive,
two characteristics often
associated with automobile
sales.

But Darling has certainly
built an auto empire. He
and his children own
controlling interests in
Bangor Ford, Darling’s
Honda and Darling’s Auto
Parts. His two auto
dealerships also are
Bangor’s representatives
for Volkswagen, Audi and
Nissan.

The profit-sharing
plan for Darling’s
employees is the biggest
owner in Parts
Wholesalers, another of
the Darling’s companies.

50 years ago — Sept.
10, 1965

BREWER — “Be
Prepared” is the Boy
Scout motto. It wouldn’t
be a bad idea if the teams
listed on the Brewer High
School football schedule
adopt the same motto for
the Witches are rarin’
and tearin’ to go.

No less than 100

players reported for the
first Brewer drills this
fall and 97 of them are
still around.

“I’m quite optimistic,”
Coach Alton “Bump”
Hadley reported as he took
time out to review progress
to dates. “The spirit has
been just terrific and I’m
very pleased. last year we
won four and lost six in a
building season and I don’t
think the mistakes we
made then will be repeated
this year.”

•
BANGOR — Norman

Minsky, Bangor attorney
and member of the firm
Gross, Minsky and Mogul,
announced that he would
seek election to the Bangor
City Council in the
October municipal
election.

“Bangor face unusually
difficult problems in the
next few years — the
deactivation of Dow Air
Force Base and our urban
renewal involvement, to
mention just two,” he
said.

100 years ago — Sept.
10, 1915

BANGOR — When
Bangor responded so
liberally and so
generously to the call for
relief of the suffering in
Belgium [caused by World
War I], making a large
shipment of food and
wearing apparel, one of
the generous givers was
Miss Lillian E. Boyd,
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John C. Boyd of 204 Maple
St. The young lady
contributed many articles

and among them a dress,
to which, as a matter of
curiosity as to what might
become of it, she pinned
her name and address.

A few days ago she
received a letter from
Holland containing a
photograph of the Belgian
child who received the
dress from Bangor.

•
BANGOR — Rehearsals

for the forthcoming
production of Hoskyn’s
Filipino war drama under
the auspices and for the
benefit of Co. G, 2nd
Infantry, NGSN, are taking
place every night now at in
the Armory, and the
manner in which the
various characters are
being worked out by the
members of the cast should
be a guarantee of the

excellence of the coming
performance.

The military features
of the play should prove
very interesting as they
are up to the minute and
portray the many
conditions that confront
the soldier today in the
bushwhacking warfare of
an island campaign.

•
BUCKSPORT — Dr.

W.H. Farnham, dentist, of
Bucksport has secured
offices in the S.M.
Nicholson block and will
be ready to continue his
practice in a few days. Dr.
Farnham lost is entire
office furnishings,
including instruments, by
fire on Aug.27.

•
BANGOR — Important

changes and improvements
will be made at the
Penobscot Exchange
within a short time. They
will comprise a new
sidewalk and a notable
addition to the lighting
system of the street.

The sidewalk will be
replaced with a granolithic
walk into which will be
sunk large brass letters
spelling the name of the
hotel.

The lights will be a
double light on an
ornamental bracket resting
on an iron pole.

Compiled by Ardeana
Hamlin
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