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GreenbushholdsOldHome
WeekendSept.16-18

GREENBUSH — The town
of Greenbush will hold “Old
Home Weekend” Sept. 16-18, at
Scott-Smart Farm on East
Ridge Road.

There will be doughboys on
Friday only; dance 6-9 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 16.

On Saturday, Sept. 17, a 5K
road race starts at 9 a.m., as
does lineup for the parade,
which starts at 10 a.m. There
will be a car show immediate-
lyafter theparade in theHelen
S. Dunn School parking lot.
Free coffee and doughnuts.
Children’s games and family
events will be held at Scott-
Smart Farm.

On Sunday, Sept. 18, there
will be hot dogs and bean-hole
baked beans while they last;
cribbage tournament, horse-
shoe tournament, children’s
bike race (must bring helmet),
and pie-eating contest.

The concession stand will be
available all weekend. The
events were organized by
Greenbush Recreation Board.

‘MakeitWag’DogWashto
benefitPawsonParade

BANGOR — “Make it
Wag” Dog Wash to benefit
Paws on Parade will be held
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 10, at Bangor Humane
Society’s side parking lot,
693 Mount Hope Ave.

Bring your own dog and
cash only. $10 per dog; $15
per pair.

Amicusartexhibitat
BangorPublicLibrary

BANGOR — The artists
from Penobscot Valley Indus-
tries and Ralph Leek Elders,
both divisions of Amicus, will
exhibit their art during the
month of September at the 17th

annual art exhibit at Bangor
Public Library, 145 Harlow St.

Matt Drinkert, head art in-
structor at Penobscot Valley
Industries, and Shannon Seek-
ings, program specialist and
art instructor at Ralph Leek
Elders, work in collaboration
with the artists in planning,
creating and developing their
art exhibits. Matt Drinkert and
Edna Taber, PVI program spe-
cialist, work with the artists
with great dedication through-
out the year in cultivating their
interests through art compari-
son studies, art journal, art re-
treat, futures planning, learn-
ing centers and library re-
search groups.

The following artists will
be exhibiting their work in
September:

PVI: Gregg Smith, Sabra Ra-
venscraft, Tim Healy, Karen
Colwell, Alex Redmond, Robin
Sibley, Chris Young, Joy Suzik,
Fred Thibodeau, Sherrie Lang,
Alan R , Latoya Limoges, Rena
Dugay, Karen Keezer, Brenda
Oullette, Patrick Campbell,
Steve Morris, Angella Messer.

RLE: Arnold Bently, Cathe-
rine Stark, Cheryl Tracey,
Jerry Standley, Judy Sinclair,
Kathleen Leighton, Lena Rena,
Roseanne King, Ruth
Parkhurst, Susanne Costigan,
Tammy Weed.

If interested in learning
more about the art program at
Amicus, call Pam Colson
Power at 941-2898.

Grievingchildrenfindhope
andhelpwithPathfinders

BANGOR — Pathfinders:
Support for Grieving Children
will hold its fall session 6-7:30
p.m. Mondays, Oct. 10-Dec. 12,
at Redeemer Lutheran Church,
540 Essex St.

Pathfinders offers this ten-
week session to provide grief
support for children, teens,
young adults and their fami-
lies or caregivers that are ex-
periencing the death of a loved

one. Adults who attend with
children meet in their own
groups. Teens and young
adults can attend on their
own, however; individuals
under 18 must have the con-
sent of their caregiver.

Celebrating its 22nd year,
Pathfinders was founded by
Maria Brountas and the late
Barbara Eames. The program
provides special bereavement
support geared specifically for
children beginning at age 4
through young adults. To help
defray costs, there is a $50 fee
per family with a limited num-
ber of scholarships available.

Volunteer facilitators are
specially trained to meet the
needs of grieving children and
their adult caregivers. There is
currently a need for more vol-
unteers willing to assist with
some of the children and the
adult groups. Training begins
September 17, 2016. If you are
interested in volunteering,
please contact Linda Boyle at
944-2474 © or 973-8269 (office)
and inquire about the addition-
al dates for volunteer training.

Pathfinders is a program of
VNA Home Health and Hos-
pice and part of EMHS.
Through its members across
the region, EMHS advocates on
behalf of our communities with
an integrated, tireless, and pas-
sionate voice. Member organi-
zations share common values
and work together to ensure
the highest quality care is
available to all.

Visit www.pathfinders-
maine.org for location direc-
tions and information.

2016OutdoorAward
recipientsannounced

AUGUSTA — The Maine De-
partment of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife has announced
the recipients of this year’s
Lifetime Outdoor Achieve-
ment Award. They are Oscar
Cronk of Wiscasset, Gary Cobb
of North New Portland, and

Jim Martin of Bangor.
These gentlemen were cho-

sen from many wonderful nom-
inations, heartfelt stories and
great photos. They all have
shown a great love of the tradi-
tional outdoor activities and a
mentorship that will help to
continue their passion for gen-
erations to come.

All three will be recognized
at the Sportsman Alliance of
Maine annual banquet on Sept.
10, at the Waterville Elks. Tick-
et information is available
atwww.sportsmanallianceof-
maine.org.

Recipients are:
– Oscar Cronk of Wiscasset

has been hunting, fishing and
trapping for more than 60
years. His love of the outdoors
has been chronicled in the
many articles he has written.
He also has shared his experi-
ences by giving instructions on
trapping and hunting.

– Gary Cobb of North New
Portland learned to hunt with
his grandfather at age 10 and
brought his family up in a re-
mote camp. He has made being
a Maine sportsman his life’s
work, sharing his knowledge of
the outdoors as a guide and
teacher, and owning and run-
ning Pierce Pond Camps. He
also has been instrumental in
forming the Maine Wilderness
Watershed Trust.

– Jim Martin of Bangor is an
avid angler, hunter and trap-
per using his skills for several
decades. As an accomplished
outdoorsman, he has dedicated
many hours to the Maine
Youth Fish and Game Associa-
tion sharing his knowledge to
help define the next generation
of sportsmen and women.

“It is a pleasure to recognize
all the men and women who
were nominated for this award,
and especially the three recipi-
ents. It is rewarding to note
that through their experiences
and mentorship, our outdoor
heritage has been passed on
and preserved,” Commissioner
Chandler Woodcock comment-
ed in a press release.

EatonPeabodyandHusson
launchSeminarSeries

BANGOR — Husson Uni-
versity and the law firm of
Eaton Peabody announced
today that the two organiza-
tions are working together to
offer the Smart Business Sem-
inar Series to members of the
Maine business community.
The first seminar on employee
stock ownership plans will be
at the Richard E. Dyke Center
for Family Business on the
Bangor, Maine campus of
Husson University on
Wednesday, October 19, 2016
from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

“Small business owners
are often preoccupied with
making their enterprises suc-
cessful during their working
years. Once it’s time to retire
however, many haven’t given
much thought to how they
plan to exit their business or
transition it to new owners,”
says Husson University Col-
lege of Business Dean Marie
Hansen, JD., PhD. “Employee
stock ownership plans are a
great way to pass along a busi-
ness to the employees who
helped to make a business suc-
cessful while providing the
owner with financial security
in retirement.”

Reflecting on the signifi-
cance of the Smart Business
Seminar Series, Gretchen
Jones, chair of Eaton Pea-
body’s Business Practice
Group said, “Eaton Peabody
is pleased to partner with
Husson University in offer-
ing a series of forums ad-
dressing common issues fac-
ing family-owned Maine
businesses. These forums
will provide valuable oppor-
tunities for family owned
and other small business
owners to better understand
issues unique to them.”

“By sharing practical, di-
rect experience reflective of
the services we regularly pro-
vide to our clients to help
them resolve important and
often difficult decisions for

their businesses, we hope that
the forums will help these
businesses to focus on the crit-
ical questions they face and
that we can provide valuable
and useful insight to them,”
concluded Jones.

- Wednesday, October 19,
2016, Employee Stock Owner-
ship Plans. Eaton Peabody pre-
senters: Ed Feibel, Of Counsel,
and Leslie Hallock, Senior
Counsel.

- Wednesday, February
15, 2017, Management and
formalizing the decision-
making process.

Eaton Peabody presenter:
Eric Marshall, Of Counsel.
Husson University faculty
presenter: Lee Speronis, Di-
rector of the School of Hospi-
tality, Sport, and Tourism
Management.

- Wednesday, May 17, 2017,
Shareholder/Limited Liabil-
ity Corporation Agreements
and Member Agreements.
Eaton Peabody presenters:
David Austin, Managing
Partner and Dan Pittman,
Shareholder. Pittman’s pre-
sentation will focus on tax
considerations associated
with these agreements.

A continental breakfast will
be available at each seminar.
Individuals interested in regis-
tering for one, two or all three
of these seminars should con-
tact Nate Levesque via email at
nlevesque@eatonpeabody.
com. The seminars are free and
open to the public.

Fallbulbsale
The Penobscot County Soil

& Water Conservation District
is having it’s annual fall bulb
sale fundraiser. We are offering
high quality double peony tu-
lips, crocus, allium, lilies, and
much more. We will take or-
ders up until October 3rd and
the bulb pick up will be on Oc-
tober 7th. If you would like an
order form, you can email amy.
polyot@penobscotswcd.org or
call 947-3555 Ext.3.

Bushpilot recalls ‘Hardscrabble’ life innewbook
JOHN HOLYOKE
BDN STAFF

The day began like many
others in Jake Morrel’s ca-
reer as a bush pilot: He was
to pick up a group of out-
doorsmen and fly them to a
far-flung lake so they could
have a look around.

“[These camps] were for
sale, and they thought maybe
it would be a great place,”
said Morrel, who now lives
in Sangerville. “They’d fix
up some of the derelict camps
and they could have sort of a
retreat where each guy could
have his own camp.”

That’s not how the day
turned out.

“They looked all around,
just disgusted that they’d
spent all their money flying
that far to look at [camps in
such disrepair],” Morrel
said. “I looked at the loca-
tion and what could be done
with the buildings that re-
mained, and I made up my
mind right then — I didn’t
tell [my wife] that night: I’m
gonna get it.”

He did, and for nearly a
decade, he and his wife, Beth
Morrel, owned and operated
Hardscrabble Lodge on Spen-
cer Lake, 40 air miles from
Greenville, and easily acces-
sible only by float plane.

At the urging of a friend,
Morrel has written 36 short
stories about his life as a
bush pilot and sporting
camp owner. Called “Hard-

scrabble Lodge: True Maine
Bush Flying Stories,” the
170-page paperback provides
plenty of backwoods adven-
ture tales for Mainers who
have grown up hearing sim-
ilar tales about the state’s
vast north woods.

“I flew [for a living], and I
saw the perfect opportunity
to have a fly-in lodge,” Jake
Morrel said. “There was just
something in me that liked
that lifestyle, [the idea] that
I could use a plane, and you
had to use it, rather than
just play with it.”

In order to get their hands
on Hardscrabble Lodge, they

had to take on a business
partner. Luckily, Jake knew
just the man to talk to.

“I bartended with a guy at
Squaw Mountain [in Green-
ville], a nice guy from Phila-
delphia,” Jake Morrel said.
“We had a few too many
beers one night and decided
we’d make an offer on the
place. I can’t remember, they
wanted $50,000 or something
like that and we offered
$21,000. They accepted.”

That was in about 1977,
Jake Morrel said. But now,
they were faced with open-
ing up a sporting camp —
and finding guests who

would visit — in a short
time window.

“So now we’ve got a busi-
ness, whether we wanted it
or not, and we only had that
winter to get everything
ready to operate,” he said.

He and his partner, along
with Beth, got down to
work, rebuilding what they
could, and visiting sporting
shows in the northeast to
tell potential “sports” what
they could expect.

One of the benefits of the
location: The lake consisted
of two large pieces separated
by a narrows, and protected
by ridges. If the wind blew
one direction, pilots could
land on one piece of the lake
— into the wind — and tie
the plane down in the pro-
tected narrows. Then pilots
could take off out of the
other piece of the lake.

The stories included in
the book recount life in the
Maine woods, where they
raised their small children
and welcomed guests who
often returned year after
year. Morrel’s plane was a
workhorse, and he often
used it to carry deer that his
clients had shot, or ferry ca-
noes into remote ponds for
fly fishermen to use.

And though he loved the
life he chose, he says now
that each day he headed out
in his plane, he knew that his
margin of error was slim.

“I’m flying all day long,
and all it takes is one small

mistake in that airplane,
and we’re belly-up,” he said.
“There is definitely tension
behind what seems to be an
idyllic situation.”

Jake Morrel had a few close
calls, including one in which a
sleepy passenger in the back
seat leaned against the throt-
tle control and nearly forced
an emergency landing.

After a short run at
Hardscrabble Lodge, the
Morrels realized that the
idyllic life they’d enjoyed
was going to change.

Once accessible only by
plane or an 18-mile four-
wheel-drive ride over very
rough roads, civilization —
or something like it — was
heading their way.

“[In the mid-80s] Scott
Paper started to build a
major highway into that
country,” Jake Morrel said.
“It took ’em about two years
to get as far as Hardscrab-
ble. By that time, all of a
sudden, everyone in the
world could drive in there.”

And that wasn’t what he’d
signed on for.

“I was basically dealing
with fly fishermen only. I
was flying them, every day,
to all the little ponds in
there,” he said. “I realized,
right away, that was going
to change. So either I’m
going to go into the recre-
ational vehicle business and
have [ATVs] lined up out
front, or I needed to get out.”

The Morrels chose to

get out about 30 years ago,
and both say they think
fondly about the times
they spent there.

They also know their
memories of the place — and
the stories that Jake wrote
for the book — are the only
Hardscrabble experience
they’ll ever get.

The main lodge was torn
down by one subsequent
owner. And attempts to visit
the old property, which is no
longer a sporting camp,
haven’t turned out so well.

“We did go back with our
daughter, because she grew
up there,” Jake Morrel said.
“We were told in pretty
straight terms that we
weren’t really welcome. We
wanted to picnic, and they
said, ‘No.’”

Having spent several
years living in that remote
section of the state, being
turned away is tough to
take, he said.

“When you live in coun-
try like that, where in the
winter there’s nobody with-
in 14 miles of you, even
though [we stayed] for a
pretty short duration, you
get this feeling that ‘this is
mine,’” Jake Morrel said.
“Then, there’s that old say-
ing: You can’t go home. It’s
true. You can’t go home. Not
to a place like that.”

“Hardscrabble Lodge” is
available through Maine
Authors Publishing at mai-
neauthorspublishing.com.
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Wood piled up, ready for winter at Hardscrabble Lodge.


