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Each year in Novem-
ber, Hampden resident
Dave Barrett writes a
novel. Sometimes it’s fan-
tasy, sometimes it’s sci-
ence fiction, sometimes
it’s for adults, and some-
times it’s for young
adults.

Each year between
Nov. 1 and Nov. 30 he
joins hundreds of thou-
sands of people all around
the world in National
Novel Writing Month, or
NaNoWriMo for short, by
writing a new novel of at
least 50,000 words –
roughly 200 printed
pages.

What’s different about
this year is that he is fi-
nally trying to get one of
his novels published.

“I’ve been refining my
2010 novel for the last sev-

eral years and have final-
ly decided that it’s time to
bring it to the public,”
said Barrett.

The novel is a young
adult fantasy about a
group of high school
friends who spend a
weekend in the woods
doing live action role
playing – dressing up like
knights and wizards and
pretending to slay mon-
sters – only to find them-
selves trapped inside the
fictional world.

“They have to become
the heroes they were pre-
tending to be if they want
to stay alive long enough
to find their way home.
They find it to be easier
said than done,” said Bar-
rett.

His novel, “It’s All Fun
and Games,” is the first

in a trilogy, and he wrote
the sequels during
NaNoWriMo in 2011 and
2012. What’s interesting
is in the way he is ap-
proaching the publica-
tion process.

“I’ve been looking for
an agent for about a year,
and trying to rise to the
top of the pile of unsolic-
ited manuscripts is really
difficult,” he says. “The
agents themselves don’t
have time to read the sub-
missions, so they give
them to professional
readers who give novels a
quick read-through and a
thumbs up or down. Usu-
ally down.”

Barrett has decided to
crowdfund his book
through the website Ink-
shares, just like many
entrepreneurs have fund-

ed their fledgling compa-
nies on sites like Kick-
starter and GoFundMe.
Rather than waiting for
agents to bring projects
to them and then pour
resources into books that
may never sell, Ink-
shares asks the authors
themselves to prove that
a market exists for their
book by selling preor-
ders. Once the preorder
threshold has been met,
the publisher will green-
light the project and edit-
ing, design, marketing
and ultimately produc-
tion and distribution will
proceed. Inkshares is a
traditional publisher
with a nontraditional
business model.

“It’s important to dis-
tinguish this from self-
publishing,” Barrett says.

“With self-publishing, the
end product is inconsis-
tent. I’ve read some really
well written self-pub-
lished books… I’ve also
read some really bad self-
published books.”

Barrett’s timing is not
coincidence. He has also
entered a contest spon-
sored by Geek-culture
website Nerdist.com.
The contest asked for
submissions of Science
Fiction and Fantasy,
with winner becoming
the first of their branded
novels. With the Nerd-
ist’s massive reader
base, this would be a
huge boon to an up-and-
coming author. In addi-
tion to that prize, each of
the top five books will
also receive a full pub-
lishing contract with

Inkshares, regardless of
their final pre-sale tal-
lies. The contest ends on
Nov. 30, and while he is
currently in the top five,
Barrett is looking for
readers.

“If you or someone you
know likes Percy Jack-
son, or the Ranger’s Ap-
prentice or the Fablehav-
en novels, I bet you’ll like
this. It’s targeted to the
YA market, but all the
adults who have read it
still found it a lot of fun,”
said Barrett.

“It’s All Fun and
Games” can be found by
searching for Barrett’s
name on Inkshares.com,
and with the $5 credit
readers receive for sign-
ing up, the novel is only
$4.99, including ship-
ping.

Hampden author turns to non-traditional publishing

Ghostly Bangor
walking tours set for
October

In a city with a history as
rich as Bangor’s, sometimes
former residents are ru-
mored to remain long after
their deaths and the Bangor
Historical Society’s latest
walking tours come with a
spooky twist.

“Ghostly Bangor” Walk-
ing Tours travel through
downtown Bangor telling
tales of past residents who
may still linger, unsolved
mysteries and murder. The
tours depart from the
Thomas A. Hill House on
Union Street at 7 p.m. on
October 3, 10, 15, 17, 20 24
and 30.

“’Ghostly Bangor’ offers
a look at a different side of
Bangor’s history,” BHS Ex-
ecutive Director Melissa
Gerety said. “There are a
number of things that have
happened—and still hap-
pen—throughout the city
that just can’t be explained,
and some of them are haunt-
ingly fun.”

Tours are $10 per person
and tickets are available on-
line at www.bangorhistori-
calsociety.org or from the
guide at the start of the
tour.

Oktobeerfest returns to
Bangor’s Pickering
Square

Townsquare Media’s
annual Oktobeerfest re-
turns to downtown Ban-
gor this weekend, set for
1-6:30 p.m. Saturday, Octo-
ber 3 in Pickering Square.
Enjoy an autumn day with
friends, music, sunshine
and of course, beer, from
an array of German, sea-
sonal and local craft beers
provided by Spectacular
Events, and food from
Carolina’s Sports and
Spirits and Bugaboo
Creek.

Musicians include Dan-
ika Portz, a rising singer,
songwriter out of Nash-
ville, set for 1 p.m.;
Maine’s own two-man out-
law country band North of
Nashville at 2:30 p.m., and
roots rock quartet the
Ghost of Paul Revere, set
for 4 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance and $20 at the gate.
Be one of the first 500 to
get tickets in advance and
receive a commemorative
pint glass. Must be at least
21 years of age with prop-
er ID to attend; visit ban-
gor.ticketleap.com for
tickets.

UMaine’s NewWriting
Series features new
poets,writers

The University of
Maine English Depart-
ment and the National Po-
etry Foundation an-
nounced last week the au-
thors and poets that will
be part of the Fall 2015
New Writing Series, now
in its 16th year. All read-
ings and lectures are set
for 4:30 p.m. Thursdays in
the Allan and Sally Fer-
nald APPE Space at Stew-
art Commons and are free
and open to the public.
For more information,
visit newsnews.word-
press.com.

One lecture was already
held; poet Stacy Szymaczek
and writer Magdalena
Zurawski read on Sept. 24.
The remaining events in-
clude:

Oct. 1, poet Lee Ann Ror-
ipaugh

Oct. 8, fiction writer
Sarah Gerard

Oct. 22, a reading of the
poetry of Black Mountain
College, a kickoff to the Hu-
manities Center sympo-
sium on Black Mountain
College set for Oct. 23-24

Oct. 29, fiction writer
Andrew Ervin

Dec. 10, fiction writer
Azareen Van Der Vliet
Oloomi

Marty Kelley to be
honored at Harvest
Supper

Marty Kelley, director
of Voices for Peace for
the past decade, will re-
ceive this year’s Hands
of Peace Award on Satur-
day, Oct. 3 at the Peace &
Justice Center’s 26th an-
nual Harvest Supper, to
be held at the Unitarian
Universalist Church at
120 Park St. in Bangor.

For 10 years as direc-
tor of voices for Peace
Marty has inspired and
supported varied efforts
with song, while working
full time to help the dis-
advantaged in eastern
Maine and beyond to pur-
sue education through
the Maine Educational
Opportunity Center. At
the same time, she served
the steering committee of
Spruce Run for several
years and coordinated
PICA’s annual auction.
Recently, motivated by
those she met while

working with inmates at
the Penobscot County
Jail, she has begun to
volunteer with the Re-
storative Justice Project.

The Youth Hands of
Peace Award will be pre-
sented to the energetic,
active and dedicated
founders of the Bangor
Racial and Economic
Justice Coalition, Kim
Hammill and Cara
Oleksyk.

A potluck vegetarian
supper from member gar-
dens will be followed by
the presentation of the
Hands of Peace Awards
concluding with a sing-
along led by Judd Esty-
Kendall, who has recent-
ly initiated a Sing-a-long
for peace on the third
Wednesday of each
month at the Peace &
Justice Center. A dona-
tion of $10 for individu-
als and $15 for families is
suggested to benefit the
work of the Peace & Jus-
tice Center of Eastern
Maine.

Rock show for
Bucksport Community
Concerns set for Oct. 10

Local Bucksport rock
band Badge will celebrate
its 39th year as a band by
playing a benefit concert
for Bucksport Communi-
ty Concerns, set for 7 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 10 at the
Orland Community Cen-
ter.

Badge is comprised of
area musicians Eric Sto-
ver, Richard Ginn and
Robert Hatch, as well as a
number of other musi-
cians over the years.
Though the band does not
play very many shows
anymore, they reform at
least every ten years to
play a benefit for a Buck-
sport area charity.

Bucksport Community
Concerns operates a food
pantry, held every
Wednesday from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Elm
Street Congregational
Church, as well as second
Monday of the month
from 5-7 p.m. They also
offer fuel assistance and
coats and clothes for chil-
dren. For more informa-
tion on all the things
Bucksport Community
Coners offers and on the
Oct. 10 benefit concert,
visit bucksportmaine.
gov.

Milford hires new town
manager

The Milford Board of
Selectmen hired Scott Ad-
kins as the new town
manager Wednesday
night, and he immediate-
ly went to work.

“I have spent the last
eight years as your fi-
nance director for Penob-
scot County,” Adkins said
after the board of five
unanimously elected him.

“Failure is not an op-
tion for me,” said Adkins,
who will be paid a salary
of $63,500. “When I leave,
this place will be better
than when I found it.”

Diane Lacadie, chair-
woman of the board, said
she was very pleased with
Adkins’ selection when
she introduced him to the
eight members of the pub-
lic at the meeting.

“Welcome aboard,” she
said. “We’re pretty excit-
ed.”

After a few smiles, hand-
shakes and the signing of
Adkins’ contract, the
board went straight to
work on hiring a local
landscaper to provide sand
for the winter and into dis-
cussions about replacing
the retiring public works
director and code enforce-
ment officer, not paving
Pine Street Extension this
year and selling the for-
mer school superintendent
building.

“At the town meeting,
the residents gave us per-
mission to sell it,”
Lacadie said. “Now, there
are people out there in-
terested.”

Town leaders decided
to get the vacant building
appraised before selling.

Orono andVeazie to
host Senior Citizens
Forums

The town of Orono and
the town of Veazie will
host two Senior Citizen
Forums to discuss com-
munity services and pro-
grams for those communi-
ties, at 1 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 6, in Orono Council
Chambers; and at 7 p.m.
in Veazie Community
Center.

The first Orono Commu-
nity Events Committee
meeting will be held at 5:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8. This
committee is residents’
chance to help shape, plan,

and execute community
events such as Light up the
Night and Orono Festival
Day.

For information, email
belle@orono.org or call 889-
6907.

Searsport to hold
annual annual Fling
Into Fall Oct. 2 and 3

For over 15 years, the
town of Searsport has
held their annual Fling
Into Fall celebration, this
year set for Oct. 2 and 3
throughout downtown Se-
arsport.

The Weekly ran the
wrong schedule of events
in the Sept. 24 edition.
The above-mentioned
dates are the correct
dates.

The town, area busi-
nesses, and residents all
come together to sponsor
this two day event, which
is all free to the commu-
nity.

Events include:
•Scarecrows and Jack

O’ Lantern Contest
•Turkey Supper
•The Lighting of the

Luminaries and Jack o’
Lanterns

•Children’s activities
such as crafts, games, and
face painting

•Bonfire
•Live music
•Public breakfast
•Craft show
•Community parade
•Antique and classic

car show
•Hayrides
•A raffle for a Florida

beach cottage getaway
A full schedule of

events can be found on
the Fling Into Fall Face-
book page.
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Richard England pours beer during the 2013
Oktobeerfest in Pickering Square in downtown Bangor.
The third edition of the festival, sponsored by
Townsquare Media, is set for Oct. 3 of this year.
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