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BY BANGOR POLICE STAFF

Honesty alert.
I hate to do this to you,

folks. Sometimes we have
to point out that not
everyone we deal with has
a warrant.

When you deal with the
bad, it is inevitable that
you bump into the good.
Go ahead, feel free to use
that on a tee shirt or
bumper sticker.

Last weekend, Oct. 2-4,
a local business placed
their three thousand
dollar (give or take a
hundred bucks) deposit
into a local bank’s night
deposit box.

The depositor left,
knowing that the money
had been secured and would
be there when the boss
checked the books the next
day.

Then came these two
ladies. Melissa Gonzales
and Krystal Mudgett
(Officer Joe Orcutt is in the
middle, doesn’t he look
shy?) pulled in to place
their businesses deposit in
the box and inside, the
vault door they found
$3000.00 dollars.

They grabbed the
money and they ran…
right to the police
department to make sure
the money was secured

for the night.
Apparently the deposit

box door was not working
properly. We found the
business owner who came
down and picked up the
cash.

As Yoda would say; Very
thankful, he was.

Sgt. Jason Stuart and
Officer Orcutt made a
spectacle out of the ladies
by providing them each a

Bangor Police Department
Challenge Coin.

Thank you to Melissa
and Krystal. We are so
happy to have met you here
and not at the casino. We
appreciate it.

Officer Ben Paradis made
a sign with his new Sharpie
indicating that the deposit
box was not to be trusted
until repairs were made.

The bank was contacted

to fix the problem and all
was well in the city.
Everyone lived happily
ever after.

It should also be shared
that we told the ladies to
ignore the sign and that
they could sleep in the
lobby if they wanted to. Just
this once.

The men and women of
the Bangor Police
Department will be here.
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Melissa Gonzales and Krystal Mudgett, both employees of local businesses, pose
with Officer Orcutt after receiving a Bangor Police Department Challenge Coin, for
their return of lost money after a broken deposit box left it out all night.

Bangor Police award Challenge Coin
to local womenwho returnedmoney

BY EVAN BELANGER
OF THE BDN STAFF

Eastern Maine Medical
Center is on track to spend
$305 million on a multiyear
project to expand and mod-
ernize its State Street campus.

After more than two years
of construction, the first
phase of the project is slated
for completion by the end of
March 2016.

About six months from
completion, hospital officials
on Monday granted media
tours of the eight-story,
350,000-square-foot addition,
which the hospital broke
ground on in September 2013.

Facilities slated to be
operational in March in-
clude a new entrance,
lobby, gift shop and din-
ing area as well as a 32-
bed cardiac telemetry
unit and a 29-bed neonatal
intensive care unit.

According to Jay Hagerty,
a neonatologist with the hos-
pital, EMMC delivers about
2,000 babies annually and
provides care for another
1,800 to 2,000 newborns trans-
ferred from other hospitals.

“There’s more space per
baby,” he said. “Every baby
has their own private room
that allows us to do light,
temperature, sound [and] hu-
midity all based on that indi-
vidual patient’s needs,” he
said.

Second-phase projects will
consolidate the hospital’s
cardiac services, add 14 new
operating rooms, a new post-
anesthesia recovery room
and a renovated labor and
delivery unit.

Those projects, which are
under way, are scheduled to
be completed throughout
2016 and 2017 with the last
items being completed by the
summer of 2017.

According to Helen
McKinnon, a registered
nurse and vice president
of the hospital’s support
services, patient and doc-
tor input played a heavy
role in designing the ex-
pansion.

“We’ve been planning it
for 10 years,” she said.
“We’ve been getting input
from a lot of referral hos-
pitals, physicians and our
patients for a long time.”

Each new patient room

will be private and will
feature expanded ameni-
ties for family members.
The renovation also will
replace the hospital’s
40-year-old kitchen that
serves more than 1,000
meals per day.

The expansion will in-
crease the hospital actual
bed count from about 300
to 411, the maximum al-
lowed by its certificate of
need with the state.

Patients will likely no-
tice that in the form of
shorter wait times at the
emergency room, McKin-
non said.

“With the additional
beds, we’ll be able to pull
any patients that need ad-
missions much more
quickly,” she said.

Hospital officials esti-
mated the total cost of the
project, including about
$40 million to replace
medical equipment, at
about $305 million.

That’s up from the $287
million hospital officials esti-
mated at the start of the proj-
ect more than two years ago.

Money for the project
comes from a combination of
bonds, MaineCare settlement
funds paid by the state, oper-
ating cash and equity and
private contributions.

Monday’s tours come
after the hospital an-
nounced in March 2014
that it was facing a $7 mil-
lion shortfall because of
reduced government reim-
bursements, fewer patients
than expected and an in-
crease in unpaid care.

McKinnon said Monday
that the hospital actually
closed its latest fiscal year
with a slim operating margin
to the positive, and Senior
Vice President and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Lawrence
McManus said the hospital is
projecting a 5.4 percent oper-
ating margin for fiscal 2015,
which began Oct. 1.

Asked whether the cost
of the project would be
reflected in health care
costs, Lawrence said in a
statement that the cost
was considered in terms
of quality patient care,
the provision of complex
medical services in the
region and cost of future
capital improvements. He

EMMC touts $305
million renovation

Maine supreme court arguments engage Hermon students
BY JUDY HARRISON
OF THE BDN STAFF

Julia Gagne of Levant
wants to be a lawyer, so she
was excited Tuesday when
the Maine Supreme Judicial
Court convened at Hermon
High School, where the
16-year-old is a junior.

“Seeing them in action

was amazing,” Gagne said in
between arguments. “That’s
going to be me one day.”

None of the three cases in-
volved civil rights law, which
is what Gagne would like to
practice some day, but she
found the arguments interest-
ing anyway.

“I want to help people who
have been discriminated

against,” Gagne said. “I want
to help them feel accepted and
welcome.”

The Maine Supreme Judi-
cial Court’s visit to Hermon
High School was the first stop
in the justices’ annual fall
road trip. The court convened
Wednesday, Oct. 6 at Mount
Blue High School in Farming-
ton and on Oct. 7 at Scarbor-

ough High School.
The cases considered Tues-

day included one in which an
undercover confidential in-
formant wore a wire into a
man’s home to record a drug
deal. The appeal questioned
whether the Maine Constitu-
tion requires police to obtain
a warrant before recording a
conversation in a suspect’s
residence. The other two
cases involved drunken driv-
ing convictions, both of
which were appealed by at-
torney Jeffrey Toothaker of
Ellsworth.

Toothaker, who had not
previously argued at a school
before, said that he enjoyed
the question-and-answer peri-
od with the students after the
arguments were presented.

“They asked really good
questions,” he said. “And I
could tell by the questions they
asked which were budding
prosecutors and which were
future defense attorneys.”

Abbie Hyson, 16, of Carmel

stayed after the state supreme
court adjourned to talk with
Toothaker about his argu-
ments.

“I just like to hear people’s
points of view and all the in-
formation they bring to
them,” she said when asked
what she liked about sitting
in on oral arguments. “I prob-
ably would have asked a lot of
the same questions the jus-
tices did if I could have.”

Chief Justice Leigh I. Sau-
fley said before the court con-
vened that it is critically im-
portant for citizens to under-
stand how the judicial system
works because it is “a key
part of our democracy.”

“We are hoping that stu-
dents will take away both a
better understanding of how
appellate law works and a
better understanding of those
constitutional issues [in the
cases] they will hear about
today,” she said.

The court has heard oral
arguments each October

since 2005 in high schools
around the state. Last year,
justices convened at Yar-
mouth High School, Presque
Isle High School and Mat-
tanawcook Academy in Lin-
coln, according to Mary Ann
Lynch, spokeswoman for the
court system. Over the past
decade, the court has visited
29 high schools and heard
more than 85 appeals before
students and faculty. The vis-
its are arranged at the invita-
tion of local legislators.

Before the justices con-
vene, students receive copies
of the parties’ legalbriefs,
Lynch said. Although stu-
dents are not able to question
the justices, the attorneys an-
swer questions from students
after the arguments. When
the cases are decided, the
schools receive a link to the
decision to provide to the stu-
dents.

There is no timetable
under which the justices
must issue their decisions.
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The Maine Supreme Judicial Court heard oral arguments in three cases Tuesday,
Oct. 5 at at Hermon High Schoo

St. JosephHospital
doctor named
president ofMaine
Medical Association

Charles Pattavina MD,
FACEP, medical director
and chief of Emergency
Medicine at St. Joseph
Hospital, has been elected
president of the Maine
Medical Association.

The announcement was
made at the MMA annual
membership meeting
Sept. 12, in Augusta. Dr.
Pattavina’s term as presi-
dent of the organization
begins in January 2016.

Prior to joining St. Jo-
seph Healthcare, Dr. Pat-
tavina worked for more
than 20 years in emergen-
cy medicine at Brown
University, including 10
years as director and

chief of the Department
of Emergency Medicine
at the Miriam Hospital, a
teaching affiliate of
Brown.

He has served on the
national board of the
American College of
Emergency Physicians.
In 2010, Dr. Pattavina was
the singular recipient of
the ACEP’s James D.
Mills Award for Out-
standing Contributions to
Emergency Medicine.

The MMA is composed
of nearly 4,000 physi-
cians, residents and med-
ical students in Maine.
Its mission is to support
Maine physicians, ad-
vance the quality of medi-
cine in Maine, and pro-
mote the health of all
Maine citizens. It was
founded in Brunswick,
Maine in 1853.

The organization is one

of 50 state medical societ-
ies that make up the
American Medical Asso-
ciation.

Advance directive and
livingwill seminar set
for St. Joseph’s Hospital

The public is invited to
a St. Joseph Healthcare
seminar and lunch, Plan-
ning Ahead: Expressing
Your Wishes, at 8:30 a.m.
Monday, Nov. 9, in the
Willette Conference
Room, Building 1, St.
Joe’s Healthcare Park.
360 Broadway. Lunch will
be served at noon.

Attorney Jane Skelton
of Rudman Winchell will
present information
about advance healthcare
directives, living wills
and medical powers of at-

torney and why they are
important for every per-
son. A panel of associated
professionals will talk
about ways to maintain
the highest quality of life
possible, ramifications if
planning ahead is not
done and other aspects of
end-of-life planning.

Copies of the state of
Maine’s advance direc-
tive form and The Five
Wishes, a more personal-
ized advanced directive,
will be available at the
seminar and may be com-
pleted and returned at at-
tendees’ convenience. St.
Joseph Healthcare staff
will be available to help
participants complete an
advance directive.

RSVP by Monday, Oct.
26, to Sandy Helms at 907-
1208 or sandra.helms@
sjhhealth.com.
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