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Second annual Improv
ME Festival set for Nov.
6 and 7 in Brewer

For the second year of
the Improv ME Festival,
set for Nov. 6 and 7 at the
Next Generation Theatre
in Brewer, organizers
have learned from the
first year of the event —
but aren’t changing the
basic premise. Two days
of improvisational come-
dy, featuring groups and
performers from all over
New England.

“Last year, we definitely
figured things out as we
went along,” said Allen
Adams, one of the found-
ing members of The Focus
Group, the Bangor-based
improv group that orga-
nizes the festival each
year. “This year, we’re ex-
panding on all the things
we did last year.”

Three sessions are set
for 8:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 6 and 5 and 8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7. Ses-
sion one, on Friday
night, features The
Focus Group, the Run-
ning With Scissors group
out of Portland, and Im-
provAcadia out of Bar
Harbor. Session two, at 5
p.m. on Saturday, fea-
tures the Bangor Improv
Group, comprised of
alumnus of the improv
classes at Penobscot
Theatre Company, the
Teachers Lounge Mafia
out of Farmington, and,
new to the festival, the
Improvised Puppet Proj-
ect from Portland, which
does improv comedy
with — you guessed it —
puppets.

Finally, Saturday
night’s 8 p.m. session will

feature The Focus Group
again, plus two groups
from out of state — the
Providence Improv Guild
from Rhode Island, and
Improv Boston.

“We have longstanding
connections with a lot of
these groups, but now we’re
really branching out and
forging connections across
New England,” said Adams.
“The first few years [of The
Focus Group] we were kind
of on an island, but it’s not
like that anymore.”

Admission for each ses-
sion of the Improv ME Fes-
tival is $10. For more in-
formation, like The Focus
Group on Facebook. The
Next Generation Theatre
is located at 39 Center St.
in Brewer.

Ardeana Hamlin’s new
novel celebratedwith
release party in
Hampden

Islandport Press will
launch Ardeana Hamlin’s
new novel, “The Havener
Sisters,” with a book
signing and celebration
set for 7 to 9 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 12, at the
Hampden Public Safety
building, 106 Western
Ave., next to the Hamp-
den post office.

“The Havener Sisters”
is a sequel to her previ-
ous novels, the best-sell-
ing “Pink Chimneys”
and “Abbott’s Reach.”
Hamlin is a Maine na-
tive and longtime resi-
dent of Hampden, and
was formerly the editor
of The Weekly and writ-
er of the “By Hand” col-
umn for the Bangor

Daily News. “The Ha-
vener Sisters” is her
third novel in total.

The event is free and
open to all. Books will be
available for purchase
and signing. A longer fea-
ture about “The Havener
Sisters,” about three trip-
let daughters of a Maine
sea captain, named India,
Persia and China, will
run in a later edition of
The Weekly.

For information, visit
islandportpress.com.

Rebecca’s Gift Shop in
downtown Bangor
celebrates 30th
anniversary

Rebecca’s Gift Shop, a
staple of downtown Ban-
gor shopping, will cele-
brate its 30th anniversa-
ry this weekend, Thurs-
day Nov. 5 through Fri-
day, Nov. 7, with special
sales, events and other
deals throughout those
three days.

The family-owned
business opened its
doors in 1985, and over
the years has grown and
now occupies the ground
level of two beautifully
renovated historic build-
ings at 43 Main St. and
49 Main St.

Rebecca’s offers a taste-
ful selection of home
goods and kitchenware
including Maine-made
stoneware and home
decor; Maine-made food
items like jams, jellies,
pickles, chocolates and
wine; Crabtree & Evelyn
products, candles, cards
and Christmas items.

Owners Rick and Re-

becca Vigue will host
longtime customers and
newcomers alike over
their anniversary week-
end. Special events in-
clude wine and food tast-
ings on both Friday and
Saturday afternoons; a
presentation Friday af-
ternoon by Nicole Klam
of Bangor design compa-
ny Maine Shellware, fea-
turing jewelry and kitch-
en items made from lob-
ster, clam and mussel

shells; a coffee tasting all
morning on Saturday
with Savage & Sons Cof-
fee; and a book signing by
local author David
Bergquist of his book
“Bangor in World War II”
set for 11 a.m. Saturday.

Additionally, as the
anniversary celebration
falls on the same week-
end as Downtown Ban-
gor’s annual early bird
sale, Rebecca’s will offer
a number of special

deals, including 20 per-
cent off all jarred candles
and Christmas orna-
ments, 50 percent off se-
lected merchandise, and
drawings for five special
gift bags, to be drawn
Friday late afternoon.

For information on Re-
becca’s and even more
special deals for the an-
niversary weekend, like
Rebecca’s Gift Shop on
Facebook or visit rebec-
casofbangor.com.

Marching to Remember
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Harry Rideout of Hermon for the past four months has been working on a project
inspired by a similar project he saw in California, where he visited a town that
printed up on individual banners the names of all servicemen and women who were
killed after Sept. 11, 2001. Rideout has done the same with post-9/11 fallen Maine
veterans, and at the Veteran’s Day parade in Bangor on Nov. 11, an array of
volunteers will carry the vinyl banners representing all 74 fallen veterans. The
project is sponsored by the First Bank of Maine. Rideout, himself a veteran, is seen
here with one of the many banners he’s had printed up. The Bangor Veteran’s Day
parade is set for 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11. Rideout also plans to have the
banners in the Memorial Day parade in 2016.

MaineMaritime ranked top
school in country for preparing
students for high-paying jobs
BY ERIN RHODA
OF THE BDN STAFF

In April, the Brookings In-
stitution published a report
outlining how various colleg-
es contribute to the future
economic success of their stu-
dents. Researchers attempted
to isolate the variables within
a school’s control that affect
how students do after they
graduate, to determine the
value added by the school.

Asopposed to traditional col-
lege rankings, which tend to re-
ward selective schools, Brook-
ings devised a way to estimate
the direct, long-term contribu-
tion of the college on graduates’
future earnings, while control-
lingforthingsliketheacademic
traits of students.

Today, the think tank re-
leased a ranking of the schools
(1,507 two-year colleges and
1,666 four-year colleges) based
on how they add value to fu-
ture earnings. Maine Mari-
timeAcademyinCastine joins
Harvard University and 13
other four-year colleges in get-
ting the top score of 100. These
schools add the most value to
medianearnings10yearsafter
students enroll, out of all the
colleges examined.

Researchers found that
four factors within a school’s
control are strongly correlat-
ed with higher earnings for
alumni later on: the labor
market value of the school’s
mix of course offerings and
majors; the percentage of stu-

dents graduating in science,
technology, engineering and
math fields; the percentage of
graduates earning their de-
grees within three years for a
two-year college and six years
for a four-year college; and
the average monthly compen-
sation of all teaching staff.

The ranking system “is
not a measure of return on
investment, but rather a way
to compare colleges on a
more equal footing, by ad-
justing for the relative ad-
vantages or disadvantages
faced by diverse students
pursuing different levels of
study across different local
economies,” wrote Brook-
ings. Data came from the U.S.
Department of Education’s
College Scorecard database,
which means it only looked
at undergraduates who re-
ceived federal aid.

The news means MMA, es-
pecially because of the nature
of what it teaches, is prepar-
ing its students for high-pay-
ing jobs. Along with Massa-
chusetts Maritime Academy
and SUNY Maritime College,
which were also at the top of
the ranking, it teaches engi-
neering skills necessary for
offshore drilling and manag-
ing shipping logistics.

There are, of course, limita-
tions to the data, and the analy-
sis only looked at future earn-
ings. Different students will
look for different qualities in
their school: “It may include
something about the depth and

importance of the material
taught, insights gained, skills
mastered, sense of purpose es-
tablished, and friendships
forged, none of which can be
directly measured by earn-
ings,” wrote Brookings.

How did other Maine
schools contribute to stu-
dents’ economic advance-
ment? Here’s the list of all the
four-year schools mentioned,
with their corresponding
scores on a scale of 100:

1. Maine Maritime Acad-
emy, Castine, 100

2. Bates College, Lewis-
ton, 77

3. Bowdoin College,
Brunswick, 67

4. Colby College, Water-
ville, 54

5. Husson University,
Bangor, 49

6. Thomas College, Wa-
terville, 45

7. University of Maine at
Fort Kent, 40

8. University of Maine,
Orono, 37

9. University of Southern
Maine, Portland, 20

10. Unity College, 14
11. University of Maine at

Farmington, 14
12. St. Joseph’s College of

Maine, Standish, 11
13. University of Maine at

Presque Isle, 10
14. University of Maine at

Machias, 6
15. College of the Atlan-

tic, Bar Harbor, 3
16. Maine College of Art,

Portland, 1


