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From the Bangor Police: Helping Bangor, one kitten at a time

Let’s take a snapshot of
the last month in Bangor.

From Nov. 15 to Dec. 15, let
us see what the Bangor Police
Department did to make
thingsbetter.This ispuredata
that was compiled by the cen-
tral computer here on the
third floor of 240 Main St.

The Commodore 64 got a
little warm but the mimeo-
graph was able to keep up,
making copies for all to see.
I call this “30 Days to a Bet-
ter Bangor.”

We responded to:
74 Disorderly Conduct

complaints (people, behav-
ing badly)

16 OUI arrests (People
drinking, just prior to behav-
ing badly and using an auto-
mobile to do so)

50 Family fights (People,
related to one another, be-
having badly)

39 Fraud complaints
(Fraudulent activity reported
by people otherwise behaving
themselves)

49 Warrant arrests (People
who have behaved badly and

did not show up to court)
2 Auto thefts (self-explan-

atory)
15 Trespassing Complaints

(People behaving badly on
other people’s property)

37 Shoplifting complaints
(People, taking things from re-
tail establishments)

37 Assaults (People, inap-
propriately touching or hurt-
ing other people)

1 Aggravated Assault (Peo-
ple hurting other people with
serious injuries or weapons)

1 Murder (self-explanatory)
26 Burglaries (people, going

into buildings where other
people have not given them
permission to do so with the
intention of committing a
crime therein)

32 Intoxicated person
(Drunk people. Not always be-
having badly, but doing some-
thing that would indicate that
they are drunk, .i.e. falling
down on the sidewalk)

39 Thefts (People taking
things that their mother
would have told them not to if
she was with them)

59 People wanted out (Peo-
ple, wanted out by other peo-
ple that have had enough of
their nonsense)

381 Welfare Checks (People
who other people are worried
about and contact the police to
go check on them. Kind of nice
actually)

112 Suspicious Circum-

stances (People who see some-
thing and then say something.
We do appreciate it)

181 Traffic accidents (cars,
driven poorly by people who
then strike other cars, poles
and trees)

65 Animal problems (Not
caused by people)

177 Alarms (People who
need us to come because they
forgot to turn off an alarm or
to find people that should not
be there)

28 Criminal mischief com-
plaints (People wrecking
other people’s stuff. Not by
accident)

28 Crisis Intervention
Team calls (people who need
help when in crisis)

58 Citizen Assists (people
who need our help, changing
a tire, getting a photo with
the Duck of Justice)

17 Bail Searches (People
being searched because they
have not earned the trust of
their bail commissioner)

Hey look, the list goes on
and on. This does not include
the traffic stops and the all the
arrests and other opportuni-
ties for us to serve. We think
we made a little bit of a differ-
ence in this episode of “30
Days to a Better Bangor” and
we hope you did as well.

•
We had no idea what to

get for Lt. Catherine Rum-
sey for Christmas. Of course

I said, “kitten” and what do
you know? It all worked out.

That is absolutely not true.
But, you have to admit that
the little black kitten made
her smile. Better with the
good Lieutenant than in a
storm drain. Let me explain.

A nice lady was traveling
along the Farm Road in Ban-
gor last week. She noted
something unusual as she
made her way up the road.
She turned around and went
back to check. She found one
of these two little characters
on top of the storm drain.
She rescued it and brought it
to the station. Like I said,
very nice lady.

This worried Officer
Shannon Davis, as she has
a thing for kittens, and she
headed off in the direction
of the Farm Road. She
wanted to take a closer
look and make sure there
were no other kittens sit-
ting out in that rainstorm.

She found the other little
fuzz-ball in the grass near
the storm drain and kept on
looking. She believes that
she saw an adult cat that
could be the mother and
possibly, another kitten.
They could not be secured
in the warm and safe man-
ner seen below, so we have
ACO Trish Bruen on the
case and we will try to get
the other two into custody

and to someplace warmer.
Like Lt. Rumsey’s house.
That’s my suggestion.

Thanks to the nice lady
for stopping and taking her
time to rescue these cats.
Thanks to Officer Davis for
double checking and
thanks to Catherine Rum-

sey for being a pet friendly
Lieutenant. I would have
called her a pet detective
but she hated that movie.

If you need us, just call
us. The men and women of
the Bangor Police Depart-
ment are here to serve.
We will be here.

Duck of
Justice
From the
Bangor
Police

Deptartment
Facebook

page
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Lt. Catherine Rumsey poses with a kitten rescued from
a storm drain last week.
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First Christmas
Did you know that Christ-

mas in our state was first cel-
ebrated in 1604, by a brave
band of French colonists on
St. Croix Island? This was the
first settlement attempted by
white men in the country,
and was led by Samuel de
Champlain and Sieur de
Monts, the latter probably
better known for his explora-
tion of the Mount Desert area.

Acting on the authority of
King Henry IV, the leaders
brought more than 79 men
(no women or children) to
the small island. It was
named St. Croix by Cham-
plain as two brooks intersect
the land, forming a cross.
The saying goes that “loca-
tion is everything,” and in
this case it certainly was.
Resting in the St. Croix
River, with Washington
County on one side and New
Brunswick on the other, it
was easy to defend if need be.

Works by Champlain and

Marc Lescarbot’s “The His-
tory of New France” failed
to provide an account of
this first Christmas, but a
couple of newspaper clip-
pings from the Lubec Her-
ald and Lewiston Journal
state emphatically that reli-
gious services on Christ-
mas Eve were held by both
Protestant and Catholic
clergy, together.

The island also hosted
America’s first printed news-
paper, the “Master William,”
handwritten in ink and read
to listeners, which accounted
the festivities in a special
issue. Regrettably, none of
these issues exist today.

Flying Santa, 1929 to
present

The first Flying Santa
was William (“Cap’n Bill”)
Wincapaw of Rockland. An
experienced pilot, he was
flying in a snowstorm over
Penobscot Bay in 1929, low
on fuel. He spotted Dyce
Head Lighthouse in Cas-
tine, and from there he fol-
lowed six more lighthouses
up the coast and landed in

Rockland, running the gas
tank dry on landing.

Grateful for the guidance
of those lights, the captain
was inspired to load his plane
with gifts for the lighthouse
keepers’ families and drop
bundles from his plane on
Christmas Day.

Over the years, until 1941,
he expanded his flights to
Massachusetts, Connecticut
and Rhode Island. Son Bill Jr.
joined him. The family had
moved to Winthrop, Massa-
chusetts, by 1933, and their
lighthouse and Coast Guard
station drops were up to 91.

With the list growing, the
captain was looking for
more help, and found it with
Edward Rowe Snow, mari-
time historian and Win-
throp teacher of Bill Jr. The
route was split into a north-
ern and southern; Bill Jr.
and Snow flew the southern.

War came, and flights were
suspended from 1942 to 1945.
There was a rumor that the
elder Wincapaw was killed in
a crash in the Andes during
this time, but he returned to

the U.S. none the worse for
wear after spending several
weeks in the mountains of
South America repairing his
crumpled plane. The 1946 run
came off as usual.

Tragically, Capt. Winca-
paw suffered a heart attack
on July 16, 1947, right after
takeoff from Rockland Har-
bor. The plane dove into the
water, and he and a young
passenger, Robert Mucker-
hirn, were killed. Now it was
Snow’s responsibility to con-
tinue the flights that so many
looked forward to. He was
never a pilot, but he managed
to find someone to fly each
year, and the Coast Guard
provided planes occasionally.
In 1953, he even went to such
exotic locales as the West
Coast and south to Bermuda.

By the 1970s there were
tighter restrictions on
flights (Logan was nearby
the Massachusetts base of
operations) and prohibitive
insurance costs, so alterna-
tive forms of transport were
employed: boat and car.

In 1974, weather was a

problem. Snow could only fly
as far north as Portland,
where Coast Guard personnel
received packages for distri-
bution. It was time for anoth-
er alternative. In 1978, Snow
used a helicopter for the
Maine/Massachusetts run.

Helicopters have been
used routinely since 1981, the
year Snow had a stroke and
handed his Santa suit over to
Ed McCabe at Logan airport.
Anow died the following
April. The tradition goes on
to this day, thankfully.

A nonprofit was creat-
ed to insure the continua-
tion of the flights, and
there is a scholarship
fund for Coast Guard de-
pendents. Get the whole
story at flyingsanta.com.

Stackable Christmas trees
A fairly recent phenome-

non along the coast has
been Christmas trees made
from lobster traps or crates.
The folks at Trenton Bridge
Lobster Pound, by the
Mount Desert Island cause-
way, have been erecting a
tree from crates each year

for at least 25 Christmas
seasons. This year’s is 10-12
feet high, and uses about 60
crates. Added to that is the
lobster sign at the top.

Rockland started putting
up lobster trap trees in 2003;
this year’s annual lighting
of the now-38-foot tall tree
was held in Mildred Merrill
Park on Nov. 27.

The citizens of Beals Island
accepted the “challenge” and
constructed their first trap
tree in 2010. It stood 52-feet tall,
and was made from 769 traps.

The “world’s largest” fol-
lowed in 2011, a towering 60
feet and 1,364 traps. Albert
Carver, who lends his prop-
erty for the project, views the
trees as a community-build-
ing activity. Local fishermen
contribute traps, and every-
one works together. This
year’s tree may be only 20-feet
tall, but it shows the spirit of
the Jonesport-Beals area.

Emily A. Schroeder is
staff genealogist at the
Maine State Library. Get in
touch with her at emily.
schroeder@maine.gov.

Three historical stories fromMaine Christmases past

Christmas with kenny
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The University of Maine Singers had the opportunity to sing back up for some music
industry icons on Dec. 13 at the Cross Insurance Center in Bangor. The group said it
was a blast to perform alongside Grammy Award winner Linda Davis and the
legendary Country Music Hall of Fame Icon Kenny Rogers.

Not the
Same Old
Carol Higgins Taylor,

director of communications
at Eastern Agency on Aging,
offers advice on life as a senior

in Senior Beat
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