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Critters: Pets are an important part of a family, too

A few months ago I came
across a blog post on Your-
Tango.com titled “No, Your
Dog Is Not Your “Baby” —
Saying That Is An Insult To
Moms” by Elizabeth Broad-
bent. Broadbent proposed
that you shouldn’t call
your dog a “fur-kid” be-
cause in her words “last I
checked, dogs ain’t people”
(her grammar, not mine). If
you want to see the re-
sponses from people deal-
ing with infertility, adop-
tion or who are pet owners,
read the comments.

I’d like to propose, in-
stead, that our furkids be
called just that. They are
furry creatures that are
part of the family and who
depend on us for all the ba-

sics of life: water, food,
shelter, love as well as
medical care.

While it’s true that pet
owners do get the opportu-
nity to “choose” our furry
companions either through
adoption or a breeder, you
never truly know what
you’re going to get in terms
of temperament, personali-
ty and health. Just like a
human parent with her
human child.

In fact, much like human
children, we are responsi-
ble for forming our pets
experiences, caring for
them, protecting them and
to ensuring that their lives
would be full of health, edu-
cation, and adventure:

We worry when they’re
sick or injured, rushing
them to the emergency
clinic if they are hurt or
have eaten something they
shouldn’t have.

We make sure they re-
ceive annual well-pet visits
with their veterinarian
and that they are up-to-date
with vaccines and current

on any prescriptions.
We enroll in training

classes to teach manners
and work towards creating
a strong bond and watch
videos to learn new ways of
challenging them.

We choose qualified and
experienced pet-care pro-
fessionals to care for them
when we can’t.

We take them on play-
dates to provide socializa-
tion and help them burn off
excess energy.

We go on trips to pet-
friendly locales so they can
come.

We make sure they
aren’t cold or hot or bored.
Sometimes that means
dressing them in stylish
(and always practical)
coats and boots. We buy
toys and treats to give them
entertainment.

We make sure they know
they are loved.

We provide a safe, soft
place for them to rest and
plenty of blankets to en-
sure they stay warm and
comfortable.

All the same things we’d
do with a human child.

If the term pet-parent or
furkid bothers you, please
know that it’s not some-
thing you have to call your-
self. Perhaps you’re a pet
guardian or owner. Those
are perfectly okay titles
too.

Just don’t tell my hus-
band and I to stop calling
my dogs and cat my
furkids.

Because to us, they are.
Debra Bell is a freelance

writer, graphic designer
and the owner of Bell’s
Furry Friends Photogra-
phy (a division of Bell Im-
aging & Design LLC).
Bell’s Furry Friends Pho-
tography has been named
Bangor’s Best Pet Photog-
raphy Studio in 2014 and
2015. Debra and her hus-
band Bill, are owned by a
Maine coon cat named Ol-
ivia and two greyhounds,
Laura and Buddy. See her
work and learn more about
Bell’s Furry Friends Pho-
tography at bffpetphotos.

Critters
Debra
Bell

PHOTO COURTESY DEBRA BELL

Olivia, the Bell family Maine coon cat, is an ingregral
part of their family.

Bangor Library offers City officials sneak peek of renovations
BY NICK MCCREA
OF THE BDN STAFF

City officials got an
early glimpse of the dra-
matic changes happen-
ing inside the Bangor
Public Library, includ-
ing a brand-new chil-
dren’s wing that is near-
ing completion, during a
tour Monday evening,
December 21.

Library Director Bar-
bara McDade led Bangor
City Council Chairman
Sean Faircloth and Coun-
cilor Sarah Nichols
through the historic
building, which is under-
going a major facelift.

The library has been
closed since Nov. 16 to
allow crews to complete
some of the loudest, dirti-
est work uninterrupted.
McDade said she hopes to
open doors to the public
on Jan. 11.

When the library re-
opens, it will still be very
much a construction zone.
McDade said the project is

scheduled to wrap up in
mid-May.

The children’s wing,
which is now located on
the third floor, is one of
the first parts of the proj-
ect to near completion.
Books are on the shelves,
and McDade said the li-
brary is waiting on a few
more pieces of furniture.

Previously, the chil-
dren’s room was on the
first floor, easily accessed
by a front entrance. The
move of the children’s and
teen sections to the top
floor will improve securi-
ty by allowing library
staff to better monitor
who comes and goes, Mc-
Dade said.

“We had people saying
they didn’t feel safe bring-
ing their kids to the li-
brary,” McDade said. “We
really wanted a safe space
where kids could relax
and parents would want to
come enjoy the space.

“If the rest of the build-
ing turns out like the chil-
dren’s room, I think ev-

eryone will be very
pleased,” she added.

Also during the shut-
down, library staff have
been busy installing
radio frequency identifi-
cation tags on each of the
library’s more than
500,000 books. The tags
will allow for self check-
out and help library staff
find misshelved books
and identify missing
books using an electronic
wand scanner.

The library also is
building a new, two-story
glass atrium facing Har-
low Street. McDade said
she hopes to find a vendor
to sell snacks, coffee and
other drinks in the atri-
um, which will be open
year-round.

Construction crews are
building a new “grand
staircase” in the octago-
nal area that formerly
was the entrance to the
children’s wing. There’s
still much work to do on
the first and second floors
in that area, where dry-

wall and plastic reveal
the amount of work that
has been done.

“I will be so glad when
we know where the books

are and can serve the pub-
lic and not have to worry
about the noise, appear-
ance, and the dust,” Mc-
Dade said.

For more information
on the Bangor Public Li-
brary, visit bangorli-
brary.org or like them on
Facebook.
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Bangor City Councilor Sarah Nichols (left) and takes part in a tour of the Bangor
Public Library led by Director Barbara McDade. The library has been closed while
undergoing renovations.

HussonUniversity
receives environmental
stewardship grant

The Husson University
School of Science and Human-
ities announced on Dec. 22
that it has received a Cam-
puses for Environmental
Stewardship grant for $4,000
from the Maine Campus Com-
pact. Through an expansion of
the Husson garden and four
interdisciplinary courses, stu-
dents will explore food insecu-
rity in the community.

Funding for the grant was
provided by the Davis Edu-
cational Foundation, estab-
lished by Stanton and Elisa-
beth Davis after Mr. Davis’
retirement as chairman of
Shaw’s Supermarkets Inc.

More than 70 faculty mem-
bers from 18 select campuses
across four New England
stateswill learnhowtoembed
environmental service-learn-
ing components into courses
as part of this effort.

According to MCC execu-
tive director Sally Slovenski,
“This is a unique opportunity
for New England’s colleges

and universities to lead in
finding long-term solutions to
sustain our planet for genera-
tions to come.”

Husson is one of six insti-
tutions of higher education in
Maine to receive funding for
this effort. Receiving the
award demonstrates that the
university is willing to ad-
dress important environmen-
tal and social issues; commit-
ted to creating institutional
change by embedding ser-
vice-learning projects into
courses; devoted to strength-
ening teaching, curriculum,
and student learning out-
comes; and dedicated to pro-
moting interdisciplinary ap-
proaches to education.

Four spring courses
taught by collaborators Dr.
Adam Crowley (English),
Dr. David Haus (history),
Dr. Nico Jenkins (philoso-
phy), and Dr. Tom Stone
(math and physics) will in-
clude a service-learning
component related to the
garden. Students participat-
ing in these courses will get
an interdisciplinary, hands-
on experience that facili-
tates connections to the

community while helping
to improve environmental
stewardship.

“The financial resources
provided by this grant will
allow the university to ex-
pand our sustainability ef-
forts by doubling the foot-
print of the Husson garden
and embedding environmen-
tal service-learning compo-
nents into four of our spring
courses,” said Dr. Tom Stone,
an assistant professor at the
Husson University School of
Science and Humanities.
“General education courses
such as these help lay a foun-
dation for our graduates to be
citizens who can thoughtfully
and intelligently participate
in the debates and decision
making that will occur
around complex environmen-
tal issues. A number of our
environmental science ma-
jors will also be involved in
the project as it continues
into the summer and fall.

According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, employment
of environmental scientists
and specialists is projected to
grow 15 percent from 2012 to
2022, faster than the average

for all occupations. Height-
ened public interest in the
hazards facing the environ-
ment, as well as the increas-
ing demands placed on the
environment by population
growth, is expected to spur
demand for environmental
scientists and specialists.

To help meet the increas-
ing demand for knowledge-
able environmental science
professionals, Husson Uni-
versity offers a bachelor’s
degree in environmental
studies. The program is de-
signed to provide students
with a strong, broad-based
foundation in the natural
and physical processes that
affect the functioning of our
planet, as well as the social
and political factors that in-
fluence environmental poli-
cy and management.

The degree is ideal for any-
one interested in positions
with local, state, and federal
government agencies, private
environmental organiza-
tions, or educational institu-
tions with scientific or policy-
related environmental disci-
plines. For information, go
to husson.edu.
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