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From the Bangor Police: Scammers are everywhere; be aware

Can someone please ex-
plain to me the purpose of
the FB posts that demand
that you name a state with-
out the letter “A” in it? I
mean, it says right there
that 9 out of 10 people can-
not do this.

It makes me sad when I
see someone who immedi-
ately answers that ques-
tion in the comment sec-
tion. Maine, for example,
or Nebraska, or Washing-
ton, or any one of the
other 33 states with a let-
ter “A” in their name.

When you see this, you
understand why scams
work on so many people.

I have received several
messages from people in

the last few weeks ques-
tioning whether the follow-
ing is a scam and whether
they should send along a
money order.

They see an ad for a
house rental on Craigslist
or another online buy and
sell site. There is a photo
for a house and an ad-
dress. The person looking
to rent the house then
contacts the “landlord”
and inquires about the
property. They are told to
go look at the home and
then send them a money
order as the are out of
state for a few weeks. The
“landlord” then explains
when they get a money
order they will send a key
and a contract along so
that the renter can get
into their new abode.

Folks, this is not real.
DO NOT SEND A MONEY
ORDER. If you did send a
money order, I have bad
news. The key and con-
tract are not coming. Ad-
ditionally, the Thigh Mas-

ter exercise instrument
was not a good investment
and the guy playing the
guitar, dancing by the
road, dressed as the Stat-
ue of Liberty is not the
real Statue of Liberty. I
am not sure he is an actu-
al tax advisor. Heck, I
don’t even think he can
play the guitar. He defi-
nitely cannot dance.

People are bent on sepa-
rating you from your
money. Do not be duped by
online and phone scams.
Typically, the person you
are conversing with has
taken the photo directly
off the Internet and writ-
ten a new and enticing ad
to get you to come rent or
should I say, pass them
your money. Sometimes
those properties are actu-
ally for rent, but they are
owned by someone else. If
you are going to rent a
property; meet the owner
or owner representative.
Do a walk through of the
property. One sure fire

way of knowing if it’s is
the real deal is that the
person who shows you the
house has a key. A key
that works in the lock.

One more thing. If you
do send someone a money
order in another state
based on a scam ad, you
will probably never get
your money back, nor
will we be able to locate
that person for you to
charge them with a crime.
That’s why we hope you
avoid these mishaps in
the first place.

Thanks for listening
and reading. The Super
Bowl had have many of us
gathering around the tele-
vision last week. I have
some tickets on the 50
yard line. If you want
them, please send me a
money order.

Kidding. I kid.
The men and women of

the Bangor Police Depart-
ment do not want you to be-
come a victim in the first
place. We will be here!
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The Adams County Sheriff’s Office in Friendship,
Wisconsin sent the Bangor Police a K9 to be
photographed with the Duck of Justice. The Green Bay
Packer gnome came along for the ride.

EMMCdebuts new
imaging technique for
robotic surgery

Eastern Maine Medical
Center recently became
the first hospital in Maine
to use fluorescence imag-
ing during robot-assisted
surgery, an advancement
that provides surgeons
with better visualization
of tissue and blood vessels
and may lead to fewer
complications.

“With this technology,
we can make tissue and
blood vessels glow a bright
green color, which allows
us to see actual flow,” said
Michelle Toder, MD, physi-
cian, EMMC Northeast Sur-
gery, director, EMMC Sur-
gical Weight Loss, and co-
chair, EMMC Robotic Steer-
ing Committee. “Robot-as-
sisted surgery already al-
lows for exceptional preci-
sion and control, and fluo-
rescence imaging is a way
for us to further enhance
this type of surgery.”

“Lighting up” tissue
has several practical ap-
plications in the operat-
ing room. For example,

the technology can be
used to highlight the dif-
ferences between cancer-
ous and non-cancerous
tissue, making it more
likely that healthy tissue
will remain in place, and
cancerous tissue will not
be left behind during kid-
ney, colon, and uterine
surgery. In some cases,
surgeons may be able to
isolate and remove a can-
cerous tumor instead of
an entire organ. Physi-
cians who use the tech-
nology during gallblad-
der removal surgery can
more clearly see the bile
ducts, which may lead to
better precision and a
lower risk of bile duct in-
juries and leaks. Fluores-
cence imaging also has
benefits during surgical
weight loss revision pro-
cedures as well as head
and neck, pelvic floor, be-
nign colon, and other
types of surgery.

Patients do not feel
anything different during
or after surgery. Prior to
the procedure, the sur-
geon educates the patient
about fluorescence imag-
ing. On the day of sur-

gery, dye is injected,
which enables the desired
anatomy to glow. In the
operating room, a camera
provides both standard
and fluorescent light, al-
lowing the surgeon to
switch back and forth be-
tween different modes
and providing multiple
views. After the surgery,
the dye leaves the body
naturally and has no lin-
gering effects.

Dr. Toder first used fluo-
rescence imaging during a
robot-assisted gallbladder
removal. The procedure
went smoothly, and the pa-
tient is on her way to a full
recovery.

“I was amazed by how
much more information
this enhanced view pro-
vided during surgery,”
said Dr. Toder. “The tech-
nology clearly results in
better precision, and this
is key to making further
improvements in the safe-
ty of surgery. As a robotic
surgery Epicenter, EMMC
has shown its commitment
to being a leader in surgi-
cal care, and fluorescence
imaging takes it to an even
higher level.”


