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Brewer students successfully
lobby legislature to name
the lobster state crustacean

BY CHRIS COUSINS
OF THE BDN STAFF

To all Maine lobsters:
You’re almost the state’s
official crustacean, but
don’t tell the Labrador re-
trievers.

It didn’t take long for
more than 90 students
from Brewer Community
School to convince law-
makers that Maine needs
a state crustacean and
that it should be the
American lobster. With
so many young constitu-
ents literally staring
them in the face, mem-
bers of the Legislature’s
State and Local Govern-
ment Committee moved
straight to a vote after a
quick public hearing.

The vote was unani-
mous.

“It’s important because
people come from all over
the world to eat our lob-
sters,” said young Natalie
Francis, one of four stu-
dents who testified
Wednesday.

“And they make a lot of
money for our state,” said
classmate Reese Smith.

Wednesday wasn’t a
typical day at the State
House because the House
and Senate were trying to
rush through bills on tax
conformity and education
funding. As a result, the
committee hearing start-
ed a couple of hours late,
which meant a lot of wait-
ing time for the students.

“I am so proud of
them,” said teacher Cher-
rie MacInnes, who said
the effort sprouted from a
science lesson. “We did so
well. We went through
the metal detector, up
four flights of stairs,
turned around, came back
and had lunch. They’ve
done so well, but they’re
very tired right now.”

MacInnes said she is
hopeful that the students
can stream video of Gov.
Paul LePage signing the
bill into law if it makes it
through the Legislature.
LePage is likely to sup-
port the bill, since he pro-
posed it.

The state crustacean
bill met far less resis-
tance than a failed at-
tempt last year to name

the Labrador retriever
the Maine state dog.

So how did the Brewer
students fare better than
Lab lovers last year?

“I think our students’
power of persuasion was
really good,” said Ma-
cInnes. “Kids know how
to talk their parents into
giving them what they
want. They took their
knowledge of what they
learned about lobsters,
the process of a bill be-
coming a law and they put
them together.”
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The State and Local Government Committee hosted about 100 Brewer third-graders
on Wednesday to hear them talk in support of the lobster being named Maine’s state
crustacean.

Anna Kendrick to fund 31
rural schools throughout
Maine, including Eddington

BY TONY REAVES
OF THE BDN STAFF

Actress and Maine na-
tive Anna Kendrick will
fund 31 school projects
statewide through the
crowd funding website
DonorsChoose.org, the
website has announced.

Kendrick was one of
more than 50 celebrities,
athletes and business ex-
ecutives to join in Best
School Day, a “flash mob”
of philanthropy orga-
nized by Stephen Colbert
that will donate more
than $14 million to fund
more than 11,000 projects
through DonorsChoose.
org.

Colbert announced the
complete list last Thurs-
day morning on “CBS
This Morning.” Other do-
nors include Bill and Me-
linda Gates, Gwyneth Pal-
trow and Samuel L. Jack-
son.

DonorsChoose.org is a
website through which
educators can seek dona-
tions to fund classroom
projects. So far this year,
539 classroom projects
have been funded through
the site in Maine, with
overall donations to
Maine projects topping
$360,000 and reaching
more than 38,000 stu-
dents, the organization
reports.

That continues what
has been a sharp increase
in classroom donations
through the site to Maine
schools going back to the
2011-2012 school year,
when nearly $108,000 was
donated. Last year, more
than $434,000 was donated

to Maine classroom proj-
ects through Do-
norsChoose.org, and this
year’s figure is on pace to
set a new high mark for
the fourth straight year.

Kendick’s “flash fund-
ing” filled the coffers of
31 requests around the
state, including about
$250 for a small library of
children’s books on CD
for a kindergarten listen-
ing station at Durham
Community School; $300
for a set of timers and an
Apple TV for young stu-
dents at Eddington
School; another $300 for
art supplies at Milo Ele-
mentary School; nearly
$500 for math supplies for
sixth graders at Augus-
ta’s Lillian P. Hussey El-
ementary School; and
about $1,000 to fund a
model United Nations
conference at Biddeford
High School.

“I was totally shocked,”
said Kelsey Frost, the
Durham kindergarten
teacher whose project
was one Kendrick funded.
“I think if you tell kids,
‘Wow, this famous movie
star bought you all these
books,’ … that would be a
big deal to them. I was re-
ally impressed.”

The Academy Award-
nominated actress and
platinum-selling singer,
who graduated from Port-
land’s Deering High
School in 2003, was joined
by another anonymous
donor who funded an ad-
ditional 43 Maine class-
room requests.

“You can choose based
on what’s important to

you,” Kendrick said
Thursday night during an
appearance on Colbert’s
“The Late Show” on CBS,
adding, “With a matching
anonymous donor, we got
to cover the whole state of
Maine.”

In a statement, Charles
Best, founder and CEO of
DonorsChoose.org, said
“teachers have a hard
time providing these ex-
periences when they have
to go into their own pock-
ets to buy school sup-
plies.”

“We all remember spe-
cial days at school, wheth-
er it was going on a field
trip, doing a science ex-
periment, or performing
in a school play,” said
Best. “We’re so grateful to
the people who have
kicked off this philan-
thropic flashmob, and we
hope that everyone — no
matter the size of their
wallet — will join this act
of mass generosity by
supporting a classroom
project and committing to
make every day a #Best-
SchoolDay.”
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Anna Kendrick, at the “Pitch Perfect 2” premiere last year.

Todd’s Salsa awarded
Golden Chile at Zest
Awards

On January 29, 2016,
the most prestigious
awards in the spicy food
industry were distributed
at the Fiery Food Chal-
lenge Awards dinner in
Irving, Texas, and Todd’s
Salsa came out on top.
Todd’s Pineapple Salsa
took home the Golden
Chile.

The Fiery Food Chal-
lenge pits products from
across the US and inter-
nationally against one an-
other in more than 80 cat-
egories. Professional
judges evaluate hundreds
of sauces, salsas and
other spicy treats and
award first, second and
third place prizes in each
category. Awards are
proudly displayed at Zest-
Fest, a spicy, zesty and
flavorful food event held
the same week as the
Fiery Food Challenge at
the Irving Convention
Center at Las Colinas.

Todd’s Salsa makes a
line of traditional all nat-
ural gluten free salsas in
7 flavors. Made in Maine
with only the best ingre-
dients. Small batch every
batch for quality, taste,
consistency.

Todd Simcox, WABI-TV
on-air meteorologist and
co-owner of Todd’s, said
“We are ecstatic about
winning this award. The
quality and taste of our
salsa speaks for itself. Try
some and see what the
buzz is about! Try ours
just once and you’ll never
go back”

Visit toddssalsa.com
for more information on
these award-winning
products.
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