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HussonUniversity
receives $1million
grant for virtual
learning

Husson University an-
nounced last week that it
received a $1 million gift
from a source who wishes
to remain anonymous. The
gift will be used to create a
new interdisciplinary
learning space for stu-
dents enrolled at Husson’s
New England School of
Communications (NE-
SCom) and College of Busi-
ness. Once completed, this
facility will be dedicated
to the conceptualization,
marketing, management,
and production of virtual
reality presentations. The
learning space will be a
part of the Innovation
Wing in Husson’s pro-
posed new College of Busi-
ness building.

In extending the appre-
ciation of the University
community for this gener-
ous gift, President Robert
Clark noted that the gift
from a member of the busi-
ness community reflects a
strong commitment to the
vision of excellence in pro-
fessional academic pro-
grams that Husson offers.

“It’s a terrific reflection
of the confidence that the
donor has in supporting
Husson’s future and en-
suring that its mission of
professional education is
enhanced,” said Clark.

“Students at the New
England School of Commu-
nications and the College
of Business will both ben-
efit once this innovative
new learning facility is
completed,” said Husson
University College of Busi-
ness Dean Marie Hansen,
Ph.D. “It will give Husson
the infrastructure we need
to promote the interdisci-
plinary study of virtual re-
ality.”

“Virtual reality has so
many workplace applica-
tions. Marketing, health-
care, education, science
and other disciplines could
all one day be using virtu-
al reality to help increase
their organizations’ pro-
ductivity and profitabili-
ty,” said Hansen. “Tech-
nology like this helps keep
NESCom students current
and ensures that they’ll be
work-ready upon gradua-

tion.”
The $1 million gift cov-

ers the advanced software
and hardware that will
need to be integrated into
this space. Constructing
this facility in the pro-
posed College of Business
building is also more cost
effective than trying to
add a new wing to the ex-
isting Wildey Communica-
tions Center.

“Giving students the op-
portunity to engage in
hands-on learning with
cutting-edge technology is
what NESCom is all
about,” said Edward
Goguen, academic director
and assistant professor/
audio coordinator at the
New England School of
Communications at Hus-
son. “In my experience, in-
novative thinking when
combined with the latest
communication tools,
gives students the educa-
tional foundation they
need to achieve career suc-
cess.”

“How appropriate that
this lead gift for the Inno-
vation Wing of the new
College of Business build-
ing represents its own
form of innovation. Our
benefactor wished to sup-

port two seemingly diver-
gent focus areas - commu-
nications and business.
We came together and
talked about programs and
synergies. In the end, we
were able to structure a
gift with a single focus
that will strengthen learn-
ing opportunities for both
NESCom and the College
of Business,” said Ad-
vancement Vice President
Sarah Cary Robinson. “As
we move forward raising
funds for the College of
Business building, we look
forward to similar conver-
sations with other individ-
uals who understand and
support our vision.”

OrlandVillageDam
public forum set

The Orland Village Dam
public forum will be held
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June
1, at Orland Community
Center, 21 Schoolhouse
Road.

Biologists and engineers
will present the results of
numerous studies done on
the dam and Narramissic
River since 2011, talk
about fish and wildlife
changes and visual chang-

es to expect with dam re-
moval, and discuss the
funding and assistance
being offered to the town
to remove the dam. Speak-
ers will include Mike
Chelminski of Stantec,
principal engineer on the
dam’s feasibility study;
Fisheries Habitat Restora-
tion Specialist Matt Berni-
er of NOAA Fisheries Ser-
vice; Aquatic Habitat Res-
toration Manager Jeremy
Bell of The Nature Conser-
vancy; and Karen Wilson,
associate research profes-
sor at University of South-
ern Maine and a river her-
ring expert studying the
effects of dam removal on
fish and wildlife in the Pe-
nobscot River estuary.

Biologist Dianne Kopec,
who has conducted mercu-
ry testing in the river, as
well as local alewife fisher-
men and others will be
there to answer questions.

Orland residents will
vote June 14 on whether to
pursue removal of the Vil-
lage Dam.

For information, con-
tact Dam Committee Chair
John Barlow at 469-3749 or
visit http://orlandfutures.
blogspot.com/. The web-
site has been updated with

photo-simulations of the
Narramissic River with
and without the dam.

Nominees nowbeing
accepted for Governor’s
Business Award

The Maine Department
of Economic and Commu-
nity Development is ac-
cepting nominations for
the 2016 Governor’s
Award for Business Excel-
lence.

“Every year I look for-
ward to recognizing
Maine businesses that go
above and beyond and
demonstrate a commit-
ment to investment, inno-
vation, employees, and
communities,” said Gov.
Paul R. LePage, in a press
release. “I am proud to
present the Governor’s
Award for Business Excel-
lence to those companies
with outstanding leader-
ship and direction. These
businesses are a model of
success in our state and
deserve special recogni-
tion.”

Business excellence is
epitomized by a combina-
tion of manufacturing and
service excellence and a

steadfast commitment to
employees, customers and
the community. This
award is presented to for-
profit companies that con-
sistently demonstrate
high levels of attentive-
ness and dedication in
each of these areas.

“For the past 25 years,
the Governor of the State
of Maine has been honor-
ing Maine’s premier em-
ployers with the Gover-
nor’s Award for Business
Excellence,” said DECD
Commissioner George
Gervais. “We encourage
any of Maine’s for-profit
businesses to consider ap-
plying for recognition.”

Companies that have
been in business in Maine
for five or more years may
be nominated or may
nominate themselves.
DECD strongly encourag-
es businesses of all sizes
to apply. Completed nomi-
nation forms are due to
the Department by Fri-
day, July 29. Winners will
be notified prior to an
award ceremony to be
scheduled in the fall of
2016.

The Governor’s Award
for Business Excellence,
sponsored by FairPoint,
was created in 1991, and
138 companies to date
have received the award.
DECD is proud to admin-
ister the excellence
awards and to work with
the Governor’s office and
review team to evaluate
and score the applica-
tions. For more informa-
tion on the award and for
nomination forms, visit
www.maine .gov/decd/
start-grow/business-ex-
cellence or email Lisa
Poulin, at lisa.poulin@
maine.gov.
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A Confederate solider walks into the Company B, 20th Maine Infantry Civil War re-enactors’ camp during a School
of the Soldier at Fort Knox in Prospect on Saturday, May 21. The company freshened up their skills during the
weekend to get ready for reenactment season.
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