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BANGOR, Maine — Brian
Enman grew up on Crest-
mont Road, watching the
Bangor Municipal Golf
Course being built.

“It was built in my back-
yard. That’s how things got
going to begin with,” said
the 62-year-old Enman, who
started working at the
course 50 years ago and re-
tired Monday after serving
as the head golf pro for the
past 21 years.

He began his career pick-
ing golf balls on the driving
range and cleaning mem-
bers’ golf clubs when he was
12. He became the assistant
pro under Austin Kelly in
1973, left for 3 ½ years to
serve as the pro at Northport
Golf Club and Dexter Munic-
ipal Golf Club, and then re-
turned to the Bangor Muni.

It has been a labor of love
for Enman, who was induct-
ed into the Maine Golf Hall
of Fame earlier this year.

“To be around for 50
years, spending eight
months of the year working
60 to 70 hours a week and
even more during the Great-
er Bangor Open or Bunyan
Tournament weeks, it would
have to be something you
really enjoy,” said Enman.
“It’s a game we all love.

“You have to realize that
people come out to have fun.
They’re usually in pretty
good moods when they show
up. They’re here to have fun
and enjoy themselves. And
we’re here to try to make
sure they do that,” said the
easygoing Enman.

He has succeeded, accord-
ing to Bangor Municipal
members Ron Chase and
Jim Russell.

“Brian has always been
very accommodating,” said
Chase. “He’s well-organized.
Things almost always go
smoothly. He’s very profes-
sional. It’s always a pleasure
to see him.”

Chase also said Enman
has dispensed valuable in-
formation that has helped
him improve his game and
knows almost every mem-
ber personally, “and that
makes a huge difference.”

“He has a really calm de-
meanor and he’s a hard
worker,” said Russell. “He
provides stability and conti-
nuity. He’s personable.”

Pro golfer Jesse Speirs, a
Bangor native, began play-
ing golf when he was 10
years old and said Enman
“did a lot for junior golfers.

“Being a golf pro isn’t
easy,” said Speirs. “You have
a lot of members to keep
happy and you have a lot to
deal with. He was a great
head pro. He has done a lot
for the golf course, and it has
done well under him. He al-
ways gave me good advice.”

Speirs also said Enman
has done an exceptional job
running the highly regarded
Greater Bangor Open.

“He has been a constant
professional. He’s a great
man who has done a great
job,” said Kebo Valley Golf
Club pro Pieter DeVos.

Rob Jarvis, who has been
Enman’s assistant pro since
2000, said he has been a
“great mentor to me and an
even better friend and per-

son in my life. He has always
let me spread my wings.

“My one fear is that the
golfers never know all he
did for the golf course, like
the maintenance barn, state-
of-the-art irrigation system
and the new 75 motorized
golf cars we got this year,”
said Jarvis.

Enman, a former basket-
ball player and golfer at
Bangor’s John Bapst High
School, has observed many
changes during his tenure.

“There are certainly more
people playing now,” said
Enman. “In the early 2000s,
when the Tiger Woods thing
took off, there were a lot more
people playing at that time. It

has dwindled since then.
“But there are a lot more

women (30-40) playing these
days,” added Enman, who
said golf is much more of a
business, and more expen-
sive, than it once was.

“The costs are astronomi-
cal compared to what they
used to be,” reiterated
Enman. “Equipment is so
much better and golf cours-
es are certainly in better
shape than they used to be.”

He recalled that when
Bangor Muni was first built,
they had snap valves to water
the greens and the tees. They
didn’t water the fairways.

“Everybody loved that.
Drives would roll forever,”

quipped Enman. “But if you
have a hot, dry summer,
there wouldn’t be much
grass in the fairways or in
the rough.”

Golfers haven’t changed
much, although he did say
“they used to be out there
for the fun of it, but they ex-
pect a lot more now.

“They all want to play up to
their capabilities. If they don’t,
they get upset,” said Enman.

His career highlights
have been numerous, topped
by hosting the 1978 U.S. Am-
ateur Public Links Golf
Championship, a United
States Golf Association
event for the nation’s top
amateur golfers who play at
public courses.

“The USGA came here
three years before the tour-
nament to help set up the
golf course. They told us
what we needed to do to get
the golf course ready. At
that time, the course was
absolutely in primo condi-
tion. But it certainly cost an
awful lot of money to get it
that way.”

He has enjoyed watching
the likes of several up-and-
coming PGA pros play the
GBO, such as World Golf
Hall of Famer Lanny Wad-
kins, PGA pro Sean O’Hair
and Champions Tour player
and former PGA Tour mem-
ber Jeff Sluman.

“(The GBO) was one of
Wadkins’ first tourna-
ments as a pro. I remem-
ber it like yesterday. He
shot a 74 and then shot a 64
and a 63 and won in a play-
off. He played at 17-under-
par the last two days,” re-
called Enman.

Enman used to play golf
with Baseball Hall of Fame
pitcher Sandy Koufax when
Koufax lived in Holden and
called him “a wonderful guy
who was quite competitive.”

Enman also enjoyed re-
newing acquaintances with
GBO regulars such Eric Egl-
off and Don Robertson and
said major influences on his
career include Kelly and
George Small, who used to
caddy for him.

“I’ve met a lot of really
nice guys and have picked up
things from them,” he said.

Enman was pleased to
have some input into the
construction of the Kelly
Nine, a nine-hole layout that
was finished in 1988 and has
made Bangor Muni one of
three course in Maine that
offer at least 27 holes.

He praised the city of Ban-
gor and its Parks and Recre-
ation Department directors
for their support of the course.

Enman and wife Jackie
(Lamb) have two children,
Matt and Katie, and three
active grandsons.

“We go to their games and
will have a lot more time to
do that. That’s important to
me right now,” he said.

Enman and his wife spend
their winters in Florida,
where he works a few days a
week at a golf course.

He knows the city of Ban-
gor will go through a hiring
process, but he hopes they
put Jarvis at the top of the
list because, “he’s put in his
time, he’s very smart and
knowledgable, and he loves
the Bangor Municipal Golf
Course. He would be a great
one to bring on.”

Enman retires as BangorMuni pro after 50 years in golf
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Brian Enman is retiring after 40 years at Bangor
Municipal Golf Course., 21 years as head golf pro. “It’s
been a long time, but I’m ready,” said Enman of his
upcoming retirement.
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Many local youth basket-
ball players were at their
best on and off the court on
seven consecutive Sundays,
Sept. 27 through Nov. 8,
during the Dirigo Fall Bas-
ketball League at eastern
Maine sites.

The first five weeks were
at the Skehan Gym in
Hampden and the last two
at Husson University’s
Newman Gym in Bangor.
More than 125 games played
at both sites.

As I watched the boys
and girls high school and
middle school teams play
each Sunday, it was inter-
esting to see that most of
the teams were made up of
players from the same
schools, with a few excep-
tions.

Teams traveled as far
away as from Jackman,
Greenville, Calais, Cherry-

field, Millinocket, Winslow
and Sabattus along with
other traditional Eastern
Maine areas — now desig-
nated as North teams —
along with teams from
Greater Bangor.

Many players, coaches,
parents and fans drove
many miles to take part in
the league.

The coaches volunteered
their time and efforts and
their high school coaches
should give them a big
thank you. High school
coaches have to follow
Maine Principals’ Associa-
tion sports season rules and
can’t coach or watch their
players in fall games.

High school coaches still
benefit from fall basketball
as the main difference be-
tween fall basketball and
spring basketball is that the
fall teams are mostly made
up of school teams and the
spring teams are made up of
all-star teams preparing for
the state AAU tournament
to qualify for the AAU Na-
tional Tournament in Or-
lando, Florida.

The coaches, players, par-

ents and fans behavior and
sportsmanship were out-
standing and very positive
during the Dirigo Fall Bas-
ketball League games. In all
of the games played in Hamp-
den and Bangor, only two
technical fouls were called.

The officials, most coming
from the Bangor area, ac-
cepted just $25 per game. One
traveled all the way from
Millinocket. Most did two
games each Sunday while
some even did three or four.

The two sites ran the gate
and concessions as fund-
raisers, which paid for the
use of the facilities. The
sites also provided the
timer and the home team
ran the scorebook.

I saw players and teams
improve from Sunday to
Sunday. The entire pro-
gram at the sites I super-
vised were positive experi-
ences for the officials, play-
ers, coaches and fans.

Another big positive from
the league occurred on Sun-
day, Nov. 1, when the Sev-
enth Annual Taylor Charity
Tipoff Tournament raised
more than $35,000 for family

programs dealing with do-
mestic violence and abuse.
The tourney was held at
seven different sites around
the state with 200 teams from
Saco to Bangor competing.

Teams raised money indi-
vidually while parents and
fans paid by donations at the
gate where each team re-
ceived credit for the funds.
The team that won the event
was the team that raised the
most money, not the team
that scored the most points
or won the most games.

The Old Town Junior
Coyote girls seventh- and
eighth-grade team won the
event not only at Husson,
but for all the sites in the
corporate division by rais-
ing over $4,000.

Others pitched in for this
great cause as Husson do-
nated its gym, provided the
timers and did the setup for
the games. Officials also do-
nated two games and site su-
pervisors donated their time.

The student work crews at
Husson and the Hampden

Recreation Department did
outstanding work and I’d like
to express my sincere thanks
to them as well as directors
Shelly Abbott at Hampden,
Jason Harvey at Husson and
Trudi Gillen, site supervision
of the charity event.

Bob Cimbollek is a retired
high school basketball coach
and former high school and
college basketball official.
Read more at offtherim.ban-
gordailynews.com.

Players, volunteersmake
DirigoFall league,Taylor
Charity tourney successful


