
The Weekly, Thursday, December 31, 2015 W5

From the Bangor Police: Christmas treats for those who need it

The Christmas day that I
almost shot a man is the
Christmas day I recall most
vividly.

You would hope that it
would have been Christmas
day,1969. The day I got my
first train set. I loved that
day. I believe I got a GI Joe as
well. It was an incredible
day. I loved being a kid.

My boss now is Lt. Robert
Bishop and he was my Ser-
geant on the Christmas day
I remember most.

Sgt. Bishop was moments
behind me and while I re-
peatedly shouted for the man
to drop the knife, I could hear
Sgt. Bishop’s siren coming. I
did not know it was Bob, it
could have been Jeff, or Paul
or Eddie. It didn’t matter to

me because that siren getting
closer meant that they knew
where I was and that no mat-
ter what happened in that 30
seconds before they arrived,
it would all work out.

In the meantime, the man
advanced with the knife and
continued bleeding from the
wounds he had inflicted on
himself after trying to get
into an apartment to kill
himself or his former part-
ner. He wanted me to kill
him. I knew that was why he
continued to come at me
with the bloodied blade.
Whether you believe it or
not; I wanted no part of that.
I just wanted him to stop. But
he wouldn’t.

Bish later told me that he
could not find me at first but
he could hear my loud de-
mands for the man to drop
the knife and stop. Bob said
he could tell by the tone of my
voice that he was soon going
to hear the gunshot to stop
the advance. It never came.

I was lucky and so was the
suspect. He lost enough blood
from his self inflicted wounds
that he could not quite make it

to me as he became weaker. I
had been able to place a car
between us during our ex-
change which bought the time
needed for me to get him to
drop his knife and secure him
with handcuffs. There was no
fight left in him by that point.
Blood loss will do that to you.

Paramedics, nurses and
doctors took good care of that
man and he survived. I made
it home that night to have
Christmas with my almost 2
year old son. He opened his
Tickle Me Elmo doll a little
late, but the look on his face
washed away the encounter.

When I hear sirens, I think
of the dependability of Bob
Bishop and all the great po-
lice officers that I work with
everyday. We really do de-
pend on each other and the
fact that each one of us
knows that someone is com-
ing. No matter what.

I still have Elmo’s plastic
battery and speaker box,
pulled out of that worn and
tattered Elmo doll. Elmo’s
carcass has long since disap-
peared. I hit the button every
once in awhile and it still

giggles and tells me, “thaaaat
tickles.” It drowns out the
memory of sirens and yell-
ing, praying and bleeding.

It enhances the visions of
a smiling baby boy and the
warmth of a wood fire. That
makes it the Christmas that I
recall, most vividly.

Dear Nice Lady,
We did not get your name

but we accepted your mission.
Today, the men and

women of the Bangor Police
Department will distribute
these 20 dollar Dunkin’
Donut cards [pictured in
the photo accompanying
this column] to individuals
who do not have a perma-
nent home. Our patrol offi-
cers are very familiar with
many and will make sure
that they are delivered with
kind words and smiles.

We would like to thank you
publicly for your outreach and
are happy you selected us to be
your “emissaries of good will.”

Sgt Brent Beaulieu of the
day crew has already passed
the cards out and our officers
are already heavily involved

with passing out your gifts.
Sincerely,
The men and women of the

Bangor Police Department.
P.S. we are touched that

you trusted us with these
cards that could have been
fraudulently used to pur-
chase “cop bait, power rings,

high density energy cakes”
Our oath is important to us,
so don’t worry. We all have
taken and passed an in depth
polygraph examination. You
were smart to select us.

The men and women of
the Bangor Police depart-
ment will be here.

Duck of
Justice
From the
Bangor
Police

Deptartment
Facebook

page
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Dunkin’ Donuts gift cards, given to the BPD by a stranger,
to give out around Christmas to those less fortunate.

TopGunprogram to
offer preparatory
workshops

To help companies apply
for a regional entrepreneur-
ship acceleration program,
the University of Maine
will host four workshops.

Applications currently
are being accepted for the
2016 Top Gun Maine Bangor
Region Class. The area’s en-
trepreneurs with aspira-
tions to achieve high
growth through innovation
will compete for a limited
number of seats in the five-
month program that com-
bines mentoring with bi-
weekly gatherings.

UMaine’s “PreFlight”
workshops will focus on
preparing a successful Top
Gun application that in-
cludes a written applica-
tion, slide deck and Busi-
ness Model Canvas. The
workshops are designed to
help entrepreneurs submit
their best possible applica-
tion through pitch training
and feedback, as well as
Business Model Canvas de-
velopment. One-on-one

mentoring sessions also
will be available.

PreFlight sessions are
set for:

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 5, at the Bangor Region
Chamber of Commerce of-
fice, 20 South St., Ban-
gor5-6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 6, at WBRC, 44 Central
St., Bangor.

7:30-9 a.m. Tuesday, Jan.
12, at the Bangor Region
Chamber of Commerce of-
fice, 20 South St., Bangor

Noon-1:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 13, at the Target
Technology Center, 20 God-
frey Drive, Orono.

To support Top Gun in the
Bangor region, Lisa Libera-
tore is working with UMaine
as the Top Gun regional pro-
gram coordinator. “Partici-
pating in Top Gun last year
and working in the Scratch-
pad Accelerator through the
University of Maine this fall
has made clear how much
entrepreneurial talent there
is in the Greater Bangor re-
gion. I am very excited to
continue to work in this
space and engage the com-
munity to help out this year’s
Top Gun class,” she said

Liberatore will hold of-
fice hours Jan. 19-22 for ad-
ditional questions and as-
sistance with applications.
Applications are due Jan.
22. Email Liberatore at lisa.
liberatore@maine.edu for
more information on the
workshops or office hours.

“The University of Maine
is excited to work with the
Maine Center for Entrepre-
neurial Development to
offer the Top Gun program
in the Bangor region again,”
sais Renee Kelly, director
of economic development
initiatives at UMaine. “The
connections and mentoring
provided to the companies
in the three years of Bangor
area classes have been in-
valuable to their continued
growth and development.”

The Top Gun program is
made possible by Maine Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment, UMaine, the Maine
Technology Institute, and sup-
port from Camden National
Bank, as well as many local
business sponsors, program
advisers and mentors.

The application and more
information about Top Gun
are online.


