
W6 Thursday, March 17, 2016, The Weekly

From the Bangor PD: Flannel shirt ownership a hot topic

Questions have been di-
rected at me regarding the
intra-home sharing of
flannel shirts. Specifical-
ly, when a person takes a
plaid, flannel shirt from
another person in the
same home, can it be con-
sidered theft? It can never
be considered theft if the
wife takes it from a hus-
band.

Flannel shirts that are
purchased for a person or
by a person for their own
personal use, are owned

by the original purchaser
unless several conditions
are met. Again, this is not
law but it is a policy that
has been approved by the
FWAOAOM (Flannel
Wearers and Owners As-
sociation of Maine).

1. Men’s flannel shirts,
purchased as a gift by the
wife, spouse or signifi-
cant other, are owned by
the man unless it shrinks
more than one size dur-
ing the first washing and
drying. At that time the
shirt becomes the proper-
ty of the wife, spouse or
significant other that
purchased the shirt or
offspring of that couple.
This rule cannot be
changed.

2. Flannel shirts, left
on the floor of the garage

or behind the seat of a
pickup truck, in the boat
or near the woodpile are
transferred to the owner-
ship of the individual
who, A. Picks up the
shirt or B. Washes the
shirt. Men who want to
keep ownership of these
shirts must do both A
and B or the ownership
immediately is trans-
ferred to the wife, spouse
or significant other. This
rule cannot be changed.
Typically, the experience
of the FWAOAOM board
is that the men will not
do both and rarely do ei-
ther one of the aforemen-
tioned tasks. Therefore,
the wife, spouse or sig-
nificant other most often
takes ownership of the
flannel.

3. Flannel Shirts not
worn by the husband for
more than one season
(season length being de-
termined by the wife,
spouse or significant
other) immediately are
transferred to the owner-
ship of the wife, spouse or
significant other unless
the man agrees to A. take
her to dinner or B. buy
her something nice. Even
then, if the wife, spouse or
significant other invokes
either rule number one or
rule number two, the flan-
nel shirt becomes proper-
ty of the wife, spouse or
significant other.

Finally, men are never
allowed to say to their
wife (spouse or significant
other) the following
phrases.

1. Hey, that’s my shirt
2. I have been looking

for that buffalo plaid
shirt.

3. Why are you always
wearing my flannel shirt

4. I never gave you that
flannel shirt.

If these phrases are
used in private or in front
of company or relatives,
the flannel shirt in ques-
tion becomes the perma-
nent property of the wife,
spouse or significant
other.

I think we have clearly
answered all the ques-
tions pertaining to the
inter-home ownership of
flannel shirts. If you are
from Maine or another
state where flannel shirts
are a regular wardrobe
necessity, these rules

should be followed. Po-
lice intervention is sel-
dom required as most of
the time, any flannel is
owned by your wife,
spouse or significant
other if she deems it so.

As their motto states,
“Flannel seized is flannel
earned.”

We appreciate the
FWAOAOM for providing
these rules and urge you
not to call us to arbitrate
flannel swapping situa-
tions at your home. We
just are not going to be
available for that.

The weather is break-
ing, and spring is just
around the corner. The
men and women of the
Bangor Police Depart-
ment will be here (in most
situations).
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Needlecrafts in childhood can lead to a lifetime of creativity
BY MEG HASKELL
OF THE BDN STAFF

The weather outside
was cold and gray, but
inside Stacey Van Dyne’s
ranch-style home in Or-
rington one recent Satur-
day the atmosphere was
warm and full of color.
With a rainbow of bright-
hued wools, Van Dyne
and a group of five other
women worked fanciful
flowers, birds and other
motifs onto linen and
hemp backing, using the
simple, punch-and-pull
technique of traditional
rug hooking.

Van Dyne, 57, a nation-
ally certified rug hooking
instructor, moved quietly
around the room, pausing
to consult on a subtle
color transition, admire a
tidy edging and commis-
erate over a tricky de-
sign. The room glowed
with color, laughter and
conversation as the
women chatted and their
rugs, loop by loop, took
shape.

Originally developed

as a frugal housewife’s
clever solution for using
up odd scraps of fabric,
rug hooking has evolved
into a popular creative
craft and even an art
form. Rug hookers at
every level of expertise,
from tentative beginners
to skilled professionals,
enjoy the visual and tac-
tile pleasure of working
with the materials to cre-
ate objects of beauty.

Van Dyne works as an
administrative assistant
at a Bangor-area finan-
cial management compa-
ny. But the living room at
her “ Hooked Forever”
home studio is fully given
over to her craft and the
classes she teaches; it is
clear where her passion
lies.

“I imagine I’ll retire in
another five or 10 years, or
whenever I win the Power-
ball,” she said. And when
that day comes, she dreams
of taking her craft on the
road, teaching at work-
shops in different areas of
the U.S. and Canada.

“In 1993, when I first

decided I wanted to teach,
I wasn’t certified. I just
hung my shingle out,”
she said. But as she con-
tinued to advance her
own expertise, she was
encouraged to pursue cer-
tification through the Na-
tional Guild of Pearl K.
McGown Hookcrafters.
Now, she is qualified to
lead large workshops,
consult on repairs and re-
search the histories of old
hand-hooked rugs.

Van Dyne’s passion for
hooking rugs evolved
from a childhood spent
practicing needlework.

“We always did needle
crafts,” she said of her
growing-up years in Or-
rington. “I had four sis-
ters, and our mother kept
us all busy with hand-
work.” Sewing and cross-
stitch were her favorites,
until she and her mother
tried hooking a rug to-
gether when Van Dyne
was about 16 years old.
From then on, hooking
has been her go-to activi-
ty, gradually consuming
more and more of her

time and attention.
In addition to the small

classes she hosts at her
home, Van Dyne teaches
at regional workshops,
which typically attract
more than 200 crafters

from the U.S. and Canada.
Coming up on May 7,

Van Dyne will host a day-
long “hook-in” at the
Brewer Elks Club. Rug
hookers of all levels of
experience are welcome.

The event will feature
small workshops, ven-
dors and more. Admis-
sion is $20.

For more information,
call Stacey Van Dyne at
299-4593.

ASHLEY CONTI/BDN

Stacey Van Dyne (left) helps Kristina Sullivan (right) with color choices on her
hooking project while Sue Morin (second from left), and Ann Henderson work on their
rugs during a class at Van Dyne’s home studio in Orrington.

Sunshine on my Shoulders
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Arielle Oldmixon (left) plays with a ball with Aniyah Harvey, 2, during the unusually
warm weather on Wednesday, March 9 at Mansfield Park in Bangor. “I thought it was
going to rain, but when I saw the sun, I knew we had to go to the park,” said
Oldmixon.
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BANGOR:
• Bingo, 6:15 p.m. Tues-

day and Saturday, Dow-
Clewley VFW Post 1761,
1368 Hammond St. Doors
open 4:30 p.m.

• Twin City Riot semi-
pro men’s football team
practice and player re-
cruiting 6-8 p.m. Wednes-
days and Sundays, Still-
water Park, 338 Howard
St. Allen McLamb, 478-
9208 or twincityriot@
gmail.com.

•Maine Fighting Gam-
er’s Alliance, weekly
competitive video gaming
including Super Smash
Bros, Mortal Kombat,
Street Fighter, more, 8
p.m. Wednesdays at

Paddy Murphy’s.
• Dirigo Bridge Club

with Steve Dyer, 6:30
p.m. Tuesday, and 12:30
p.m. Mondays and
Thursdays , Bangor
Motor Inn. Steve Dyer,
884-7413, or Jean Mar-
tin, 989-3873.

• Paul Bunyan Chapter
of BNI, 7-8:30 a.m. Tues-
days, Season’s Restau-
rant.

• Rendez-Vous, French
conversation group, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. first and third
Wednesdays, cafe, Books-
A-Million, 116 Bangor
Mall Blvd.

• Bangor Grange, first
and third Tuesdays, 1192
Ohio St. Potluck supper, 6
p.m., meeting, 7 p.m. New
members welcomed. 973-

3976.
• Spanish Conversation

Table, 7 p.m. Fridays,
Books-A-Million, 116 Ban-
gor Mall Blvd.

GLENBURN:
• Bingo, 7 p.m. Thurs-

days, West Glenburn
Community Club, 5 Phil-
lips Road, across from
fire station. Doors open
4:30 p.m.; early birds, 5:30
p.m. 745-3067.

HAMPDEN:
• Bingo, 7 p.m. Fridays,

VFW Post 4633, Canoe
Club Road. Early birds, 6
p.m. Refreshments avail-
able. 862-2553.

• Knitting group, 6:30-8
p.m. Wednesdays, Edythe
Dyer Library, 269 Main
Road North. Bring a proj-
ect.

clubs and groups


