
W6 Thursday, April 21, 2016, The Weekly

Paul Roscoe named
2016Maine
DistinguishedProfessor

University of Maine an-
thropologist Paul “Jim” Ros-
coe has been named the 2016
Distinguished Maine Profes-
sor by the University of
Maine Alumni Association.
Roscoe, a world-renowned
leader in cultural anthropol-
ogy, is a professor of anthro-
pology, and a cooperating
professor in UMaine’s Cli-
mate Change Institute and
the School of Policy and In-
ternational Affairs.

Sponsored by UMaine’s
classes of 1942 and 2002, the
Distinguished Maine Pro-
fessor Award annually hon-
ors a professor who exem-
plifies the highest qualities
of teaching, research and
public service. The recipi-
ent is chosen from among
nominees and is determined
by a selection committee
consisting of UMaine alum-
ni and faculty members.

The award will be pre-
sented at the UMaine Alum-
ni Association’s Dining
with Distinction event, at
which past award recipi-
ents, university leaders and
alumni will gather. The
event will be held from 6–8
p.m. on Thursday, May 12 at
Buchanan Alumni House.
Thanks to an endowment
fund established by the
Class of 1942, the award re-
cipient receives a $4,200
prize, a distinctive blazer
and a pewter academic me-
dallion. Roscoe also will be
honored as part of the Presi-
dent’s Faculty Recognition
Luncheon on May 14.

Roscoe joined the Univer-
sity of Maine faculty in 1984.
His internationally recog-
nized research interests in-
clude the anthropology of
war, ecological anthropology
and political evolution. His
years of fieldwork among the
Boiken, the second largest
ethnolinguistic group in the
East and West Sepik Provinc-
es of Papua New Guinea, led
to important theories on the
origins of war, incest taboos
and political evolution. It also
is informing his most recent
research focusing on the
human dimensions of climate
change — how anthropologi-
cal research can be used in
predicting, mitigating and
adapting to climate change.

Roscoe is lauded for the

innovative, interdisciplin-
ary work he brings to bear
on the social science, includ-
ing quantitative and empiri-
cal skills, and the ability to
tie theoretical reflection to
ethnographical data. Roscoe
has authored a number of
seminal essays in leading
anthropology and archaeol-
ogy journals, and earned one
of the field’s most presti-
gious international honors,
the Curl Essay Prize in 1992
from the Royal Anthropo-
logical Institute.

The Distinguished Maine
Professordesignationis the lat-
est inastringofawardsRoscoe
has received from the UMaine
community. He has received
UMaine’s 2010 Presidential Re-
search and Creative Achieve-
ment Award and 1996 Presi-
dential Outstanding Teaching
Award, and the 2008 Research
and Creative Achievement
Award from the College of Lib-
eral Arts and Sciences.

Roscoe is described as an
inspiring, dedicated educa-
tor who successfully incor-
porates his interdisciplin-
ary research in the class-
room to benefit student
learning. His teaching rang-
es from all levels of under-
graduate classes to graduate
courses in the Adaptation to
Abrupt Climate Change NSF
IGERT Fellowship program.
Students note that his acces-
sibility in and out of class,
and his compassion for stu-
dents make him a model
mentor, whether advising a
capstone project, honors the-
sis or Ph.D. dissertation.

Roscoe was one of the fac-
ulty members who was in-
strumental in designing
and seeking approval for
the Department of Anthro-
pology’s new Ph.D. program
in anthropology and envi-
ronmental policy, and a
new undergraduate degree
in human dimensions of cli-
mate change. Other exam-
ples of his service to UMaine
include two terms as de-
partment chair, and a Hud-
son Museum exhibition,
“Art from the Sepik Basin:
The Past in the Present.”

Priorto joiningtheUMaine
community, Roscoe was a re-
search associate in the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural His-
tory, and an assistant profes-
sor of anthropology at Hobart
and William Smith Colleges.
He received a Ph.D. in anthro-
pology from the University of
Rochester in 1983.

UMaineBusiness
Challenge names five
finalists

The UMaine Business
Challenge, Maine’s only busi-
ness plan competition open to
all Maine college students,
has announced its five final-
ists. Applications came in
from across the state with
three different schools repre-
sented in the finals — Univer-
sity of Maine, Colby and East-
ern Maine Community Col-
lege. One of the five finalists
will receive the top prize of
$5,000 when they pitch their
idea at UMaine on April 23.

The UBC, now in its fifth
year, will be expanding on the
technology prize that was first
featured in 2015. The technol-
ogy prize goes to the entrepre-
neur who has the best technol-
ogy based idea. Thanks to the
Fournier Foundation, the
prize has been expanded from
$5,000 to a conditional $10,000.
The winner will have to meet
a certain criteria in order to
receive the $5,000.

In2014theUMaineBusiness
Challenge Advisory Team of
entrepreneurs and business
leaders decided to open the
competition to all Maine col-
lege students. The competition
has two goals: Supporting col-
legiate entrepreneurship and
helping contribute to Maine’s
economic growth.

Those competing in the
final pitch contests will be:

— Dan Vogel and Scott
Lehman from Colby, who
want to provide a turnkey
mobile food ordering app for
local restaurants and busi-
nesses in the Mid-Maine area.

— Zachariah Palmeter
from UMaine, who plans to
use software to provide a Vir-
tual Reality experience to
those with disabilities.

— Shaun Veilleux and
Kevin Conroy from UMaine,
who have developed an adjust-
able speedometer that will cal-
ibrate to the current tire size
on your vehicle increasing
safety and reliability, using
Bluetooth technology.

— Hoang Anh “Christine”
Le and Andrea Cunney from
UMaine, who are developing
a smartphone application
that provides one centralized
management platform for or-
ganizations to promote events
on campus and for students to
stay up to date with the social
life around them.

— Colby Kohn from East-

ern Maine Community Col-
lege, who is founder of a video
production group looking to
expand focus on creating pro-
motional videos for use on
social media.

— Nicholas Aiken and
Chris Giroux of UMaine, who
are the winners of the Black
Bear Hackathon, and have
come up with an aquaponics
system called Aquabuddies.

In addition to the first place
prize, there is a $1,000 second
place prize from the Maine
Business School, and a $10,000
technology prize. Those, cou-
pled with entry into Maine
Center for Entrepreneurial
Development’s Top Gun Prep
program, and two entrances
into the Launch Your Bril-
liant idea program, brings the
totalprizesawarded to$20,000.

UMaine beer research a
popular course

Two professors in the
School of Food and Agricul-
tureattheUniversityofMaine
have been teaching about the
science of brewing, and have
been conducting research re-
lated to brewing.

For the past three years,

Jason Bolton and Brian Per-
kinshave taughtacourse they
developed — FSN 121 Brewing
with Food Science. The course
is so popular enrollment has
had tobecappedat 80 students
persemester.Several students
who have taken the class are
now working in the Maine
brewing industry.

BoltonandPerkinsalsohave
a research brewery, complete
withapilotbrewingsystemand
a temperature-controlled fer-
mentation system.They are
completing a project in collabo-
ration with Nexcelom Biosci-
ence, using one of its high-tech
instruments to follow Brettano-
myces yeast cell growth and vi-
ability. Their findings will help
inform the new Belgian “sour
beer” frontier.

Perkins’ laboratory has an
array of analytical instru-
ments, most of which have
been purchased through com-
petitivegrants fromUSDAand
industry partnerships, to help
grow the Maine food economy.
This instrumentationhasbeen
used for numerous research
projects, ranging from work
with lobsters, sea urchins,
apple cider, tomatoes, blueber-
ries, potatoes, to now, beer and
unique/novel mineral spirits.

UMaine has several re-
search collaborations with
Mainebreweries, includingAl-
lagash, Orono and Black Bear.

UMaine graduate students
involved in the research in-
clude Brian Martyniak, who
is working in collaboration
with Allagash on Brettanomy-
ces yeast strains for ferment-
ing sour beer. Graduate stu-
dent Matt Hodgkin is begin-
ning research on mycotoxin
prevention in hard cider,
which is becoming another
important Maine product.
UMaine’s Highmoor Farm in
Monmouth is conducting re-
search to assess the viability
ofvarioushopvarietiesgrown
in Maine climate conditions.

The goals of all this re-
searcharetoworkwithMaine
food businesses, including
breweries and other fermenta-
tion facilities, to help answer
questions regarding the quali-
ty and safety of processes and
products. In addition, incorpo-
rating coursework and re-
search into UMaine graduate
and undergraduate programs
will help provide a highly
educated workforce for
Maine’s burgeoning brew-
ing, fermentation and dis-
tilling industries.


