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Teenagers typically anticipate the moment they re-
ceive their drivers’ licenses, feeling their personal free-
dom increases dramatically in such moments.

While drivers’ licenses may be liberating for teen driv-
ers, parents may be considerably less excited when their
children pass their drivers’ tests. Driving is a big respon-
sibility and one that requires both concentration and
maturity. Seemingly innocent things can turn pleasur-
able car rides into accidents.

Although driving education programs, testing and
practice behind the wheel are required before kids can
receive their drivers’ licenses, it takes more than classes,
tests and limited practice for teens to become competent
drivers. The National Center for Health Statistics says
motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death
among 15- to 20-year-olds. Statistics show that teen death
rates increase with each additional passenger. Plus, ac-
cording to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 53
percent of motor vehicle crash deaths among teenagers in
2012, the most recent year for data collection, occurred
on Friday, Saturday or Sunday between the hours of
9 p.m. and midnight.

Considering one in five 16-year-old drivers has an ac-
cident within their first year of driving, according to
statistics compiled by DoSomething.org, teen drivers
may need more supervision and instruction. The follow-

ing are some risks on the
road to consider when edu-
cating teens.

• All calls are risky.
Turn off phones when in
the car. The National
Safety Council says more
than 30 studies show
hands-free devices are no
safer because the brain re-
mains distracted by the con-
versation. When talking on a cell phone, drivers can
miss seeing up to half of their surroundings, including
traffic lights, stop signs and pedestrians. Younger,
less experienced drivers may be even more distracted
by phone calls.

• Slow down. Crash risks for teens increase incremen-
tally with each mile per hour over the speed limit. Speed-
ing reduces drivers’ ability to avoid an accident, and new
drivers may not be as capable of avoiding obstacles that
come into their paths.

• Go sparingly on passengers. The risk for automo-
bile accidents increases with each additional passengers
teens have in their cars. The AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety found the risk increases 44 percent with one pas-
senger, doubles with two passengers and quadruples

with three or more passengers. Friends in the backseat
can prove very distracting or may even encourage young
drivers to engage in risky behaviors.

• Avoid other distractions. In addition to phones and
too many passengers, teens are distracted by looking
things in their own vehicle. For example, singing and
dancing to music can distract teens’ attention from the
road. In addition, some teens may tend to personal
grooming when behind the wheel, further taking their
attention away from the road.

Getting a driver’s license is a milestone event in the
lives of teenagers, but one they should not take for
granted. Good drivers are not born, but developed
through practice, avoiding distractions and adhering to
the rules and regulations that govern the roads.
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Keeping vehicles looking pristine
requires care and diligent cleaning. So
many day-to-day activities and envi-
ronmental materials have the poten-
tial to damage the finish on cars and
trucks. While winter weather and
chemicals used to keep roadways pass-
able are often blamed for affecting the
appearance of cars and trucks, winter
is not the only time of year when sub-
stances can cause damage to vehicles.

Spring and summer are prime sea-
sons for sap, birds and insects. These
times of year tend to see an uptick in
road work as well, and such projects can
contribute to damage caused by loose
asphalt, gravel and tar. Addressing
problems resulting from tree sap, insect
and bird droppings and tar may not be
something to look forward to, but it is
necessary to keep cars looking pristine.
Tree sap

According to Cars.com, an automo-
tive information resource and vehicle
sales website, although tree sap won’t
cause immediate damage to vehicle
paint, it should not be ignored. Over
time, sap can become more difficult to
remove, etch through the clear coat on
the vehicle and cause discoloration.
When the temperature is hot, damage
from sap can accelerate.

On windows and windshields, driv-
ers may be able to gently remove dried
sap with a razor blade. However, use
cleaning products on more delicate
paint. Automotive stores sell specialty
sap and tar cleaners. Otherwise, you
can try rubbing alcohol. It may take a
few attempts to remove sap entirely.

Insects and bird droppings
Splattered bugs and avian surpris-

es dropped from above can be a
messy, unsightly nuisance. Their
acidic composition also may cause
them to damage paint over time.
Bugs and droppings can be sticky, so
you will need to work with some-
thing that will remove the splatter
without removing the paint in the
process. A product like WD-40 may
help. This oily product is normally
used on rust and hinges. When ap-
plied with a cloth and allowed to
penetrate the stain, it can loosen
difficult-to-remove sticky substanc-
es. Always test any product you use
in an inconspicuous spot first to
make sure it doesn’t damage or dis-
color your the paint.

Insects or droppings that are fresh
may come off relatively easily with a
good washing or hosing off of the car.
Retailers also sell specialty insect spong-
es to remove bugs and other debris.
Tar

Soap and water will do little to re-
move tar and other petroleum-based
products from vehicles. Commercial
tar removal products use a strong sol-
vent or detergent to loosen the tar. This
may include kerosene, mineral spirits
or another item mixed with lubricants.
Go slowly and use caution so that you
remove the tar and not the paint.

Drivers who are hesitant to clean
their vehicles of common residue can
have their cars or trucks profession-
ally detailed, leaving the work in the
hands of experts.
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